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venir from his fair captive flame, instead of her scalp, up-
on cutting off a lock of her hair, w^ich he said he intended
to keep, as a trophy at once of his valor and his love.

The sparseness of the settlements in that quarter, and
the great distance from our military resources, rendered
the chastisement ofthese murderers slower than could have
been wished; though, taking the circumstances into view,
it was more prompt than could have been expected. The
Illinois militia was promptly called out, and volunteers

flocked to our standard. The corn crop in that quarter
had failed the preceding year, and it was found difficult to

obtain sufficient resources to keep the militia embodied.
Nevertheless, they were soon driven by General Dodge
from the frontiers to their fastnesses in their own country.

A steam boat, trading on the waters of thp Mississippi to

Prairie du Chien, on the first of August 1832, and while
40 miles above that place, discovered a large body of Sacs
and Foxes on the eastern shore of the Mississippi, sup-

posed to be their main force. The company considering it

their duty to be first in the attack, fired upon them, killed

a number, and put the rest to flight. We quote the ac-

count of this affair, as related by the party, and as an amu-
sing bulletin in its kind.

"Prairie du Chien, Aug. 3, 1832.

Dear Samuel :^—I arrived at this place on Monday last;

and was despatched with the Warrior alone, to Wa-pa-
shaw's village, one hundred and twenty miles above, to

inform them of the approach of the Sacs, and to order

down all the friendly Indians to this place. On our way
up, we met one of the Sioux band, who informed us, that

the enemy was on Bad-axe river, to the number of four

hundred. We stopped, took in wood, and prepared for

actipn. Yesterday, at four in the afternoon, we found

them, where he stated he had lefl; them. As we neared

them, they raised a white flag, with which they endeav-

ored to decoy us. But we were too old for that trick, and,

instead of landing, ordered them to send a boat on board,

which they declined. After fifteen minute's delay, to give

them time to remove their women and children, we let

Blip a six pounder, loaded with cannister, followed by a


