
ALEXANDKH MACKENZIE TO THE ARCTIC

ON ii l)ciiuHfiiI sprinpr morning in June, in

Hiu far off year 1789, Akxiuuler .Mac-

kenzie stood on the shores of Lake Atha-
l)as(a. Behind him stood Fort Chippcw van, the
most northern post of the Nor' West Fur (."oni-

pany. and before him stretched the ffrcat lone
Northland just awakeniufr from its winter
>liep. Ilis face was turned to tlie north ; his pur-

j)ose was firm. Cohl and famine were grim-
ly waiting out there; danger and death
would i)e always near, !)ut a mystery must

be solved. Two great riv-

ers, the Peace and Atha-
basca, poured their waters
into the lake at his feet,

but what mighty river

Dore this flood of w.itei' to the ocean?
("on Id one float on tiiat i)road river

to the Western Sea which reached

China and India and tlius fulfil the

dreams of the early explorers? No
one knew, but the question was soon to l)c answered.

'I'here are a few heroic souls who scorn ease and search for ad-

ventures, dangerous and difficult. Such a man was .Mexander Mac-
kenzie who came to (anatla from Scotland at the age of sixteen to

become a fur trader in the wild Northland. So well had he done his

work in the counting house at .Montreal that at the age of twenty-one

he was made a ])artner in the North Wist Fur Company, and later was
sent to Lake .Vthabasca to extend the fur trade. He replaced
the famous Peter Pond who quarreled with his friends and killed his

rival, the Hudson's Hay factor. Pond is remembered by his map of
the land between Hudson Bay and Lake .\thabasca, on whicri he
measured the distance by the units of time it took to smoke a pipe on
the trail.
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