
ON TI-IE PIAZZA AT HARWOOD'S

BY H ELEN CAIMPIBELL

E lad lithe er dailyWsilie- lier c-oiniiig, but shc
W did 'lot lumow it. And

now they taiked togeilher
if sie founid Iilm alone,
and always shie liad a

S brilit n od for hlmii as.sI e
setticd into the nearest
chair aind opeiied lier book.

He wvas an mnvalid slowlv
recoveriîîg fromi the disas-
ter that left hlmi partially
l)aralyze(l. a roiling-dliair
his veicele and the

piazza of the old house his liresent
liiniit. Ne was well over fifty.
Slic could flot be more than tw'enty-
five at niost, lie thiougclit, l(ookijng
at lier wvitlî a certain wistfuiness, for
lier face stirred oId miemorjes long
buried . t-wenty-five, probabiy, for tliereG
\vas experience in lier eyes in spite of
thieir girlishiness. Ne added as lie nmade
thiis statement to Iiimiself. that at the
present day age al)peared te be ignoi-ed
at wili, and more and more mien and
wvom en inarclied l)eacefully toward the
century line, with ne markied or serious
diminution of power or enjoyyment.

The group on the xnost desirabie poer-
tien of the p)iazza hield one of that
order; an old lady of miagisterial l)res-
ence, hier determ ined cou ntenance framed
in puffS of white liair, lier briglit dai-Ic
eyes liar-d still, andl with absolute clear-
ness of mmiid as te wvhat shie Nvanted or
did flot want. To lier. varions other
old ladies in rocking-chairs, coming year
after year te Harw-ood's, were in total
sub)jection, and -%vaited tiînidly lier direct-
in- word as te the da3-'s topic cf conver-
sation, and the people Nvho ighî-t or w"ho
miglit net 1)e admitted te tue sacred
cii-cie.

The girl was a sti-anger and a l)re-
sumiiptuous one, foi- shie w-o-e lier l)Ietty
clothes \witlh an easy unconscicusiless
that had rouscd 'instant antagonismi in
tlie old lady's mind-a gir-l ccming froin
ne crie Xniew wvheî-e, New Yorkx. îierhaps.
froîîî the %vay site wore things, but it
miglit even lie Chxicago, and taking a
place neax- tirem Nwith ne pet-ception, it
seemied, tînt titis g-oup stocd foi- Beacon
Hill1 and its passing gencu-ation cf own-
ers by bi-thriglit. Ail cisc in tîte uni-

ve-rse me-as uîeu-e tiibua-y ; i-eaiiy a quite
m-deevant inatte- wlîcî oite consiiei-ed
aIl that lieing bot-n on l3eacon 1-111 li-
velved.

The gir-l la tlip ieantinie lieid lier-
place. Shc had coine in fruonm the rochs.
a book witlî leaves stili uncut l lieu-
liand, and in lier eycs tIe wvide. cleai-
lok as of tIc sen, itself str-etchîing fai-
anîd caînii to the fai- hor-izon hune, a sap-
pliure sliet itnd(eu- a slzy bIne as Capr-i.
Slie lad scttled la tlîis cor-ner just s0
day after (lay foi- the hiour befote dinne-,
neminally reading, actualiy studying this
unkneiiwn order witli an inteî-est that
lield a gî-owing amazement.

TIc invalid watcecd thcmi ail and lie
kniew. Tîey liad views, or at any r-ate
tIc oid lady liad, tliongli site supp-essed
sumnax-ily attemi)t at utterance of any
but lier own. "The Czar-," tlie gir-l ai-
x-eady called lier-, for neve- couid tîeî-e
be moi-e abseliite autoci-at, or more sui)-
missive subjects. As to tîte invaliti, lis
î-ighits w\ere t-ecognized up te a cet-tain
point, !)ut lie lield his cor-ner siiently and
wvas conside-ed te lie pî-incipaliy asieep.
Tlie girl lad lookcd teward hlm- pity-
iiigly. as sie flist sawv hin, and now
siiled and nodded as slIc came eut, but
tlnîs far- shc lîad miade lier brief stay
witîîou t woî-ds and disappea-ed agaiu,
hiet- gi-ave, clear lok on tiiern ail as she
slipI)ed away, yet little dintîles at the
cor-ner-s cf lier mott mionientarily visi-
ble. TIc Czar- had canglit the look and
î-esented it %vithi fui-y. and lîer subjects
w'vondeî-ed with lier what ci-det- cf being
it might be that Nxoe i. SIc had
bu-ouglit ne lctteus, sIe namied noe ci-
doî-seu-s. SlIc siiffy camîe and %vent
calmly as if the g-ound were bier owuî.
and ne one to question.

Thtis wvas defiance pur-e and simple,
the eid lady annotînced, and tîte invaiidl
laid down lis bok as lie iîeaîd, and
gazed in sente atitazeient at this singiu-
Lau-ly belligeu-ent oîd peu-seîx wlie ladl
î-isen and was dî-iving lier subjeets lie-
foi-e lier like se maiv suce»).

"Tweîîty-three 3-cars at Hai-woodX*s.
sIe said, "and never befoî-e have I b)ecu
subjected tc thc insolence cf an uniî-
vited 1)1esence. I shiaîl speak te H-a-
wood. It is î-eally intoierable. Someo
shopi-gii-l iii beî-rowed pîlunmage, ju-oil


