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Uajr the degma Id waS very active, but as heavy
.ýipments continued ta arrive, tlie market weak-
<ej, and prices tbroughiout tlie entire season

,hwd a graduai decline. Tire différence bc-
Igten the opcnitig prices -and thase realized in
th late fail wvas about Li las per standard.
The depression wvould have been mare severe
bd it flot been for tue active consumptia»,
induced in a mieasure by the law price. Taking
îheye.tr'5, business as a whole, profits ai manu-
bczturers on1 ibis side were pcrbiaps tio mare tîia
if the praoduction lbad been curtailcd by anc-hall.
This ive sec the cvil effecis ai an aver-supply.

Turning ta the influence ai price liponi con-
somption, we find that ibis sanie overproduction
bas assisted in opening the îvay int ncw markets.
lieretafare the Cariadian spruce trade bias beeti
confined iilmost e\clusively ta the west coast ai
England, the cast coast abtaining its supply froni
the Bltic. Xihin the pasî twvoyelrs, baovcver,
the price of Baltic lunîber, owving ta the incrcased
value of he iorests, lias advanced in price, tinfil
to-day vvbitewvaod is quated ai more tItan two
pounds higlier tl'an spruce. Tlîc result of ibis
is that conlsumers are turning their attention ta
other woods, and biave mnade large purchases ai
Maritimie province spruce. Tîtere appears ta bc
reason to believe that for niany purpases it will en-
lirely suipersede whitewoad, and that an immense
market %%,il be creatiud by sbipbuilding and other
ndustries. Some estiniate af the requirenîcaîts

of the cast caast may be arrivedt at by taking the
ports af flulI, Grinmsby and Enstasnd WVest Hartle-
pool. Their combitied import last year wvas 1,s709,-
0S4 loads ai So cubic feet. Tihis ks equal ta over
one billion fect board mneasure, whiich is onlly a
binail portion of what is impartcd by ail the parts
combinied. It is not tabe expected that Canadiain
sprucetvill stpplyr maretlitn a mere fraction ai
the total equirenment, but the figures show tbe
opportuility ihat exists for extending aur tradte.

The Baltic shippers will undoubtedly came
doivn if) their price iii order, if possible, ta bald
the market, and aur marufacturers will find it fia
easy task ta capture the trade.

Two things shauld receive thc careful con-
sidcr,îioîî of Caîtadian prodczcems :First, the
overstockirmg af fareign markets sbould be
guarded against; and, secondly, attention sbauld
be given ta lesscnling tlie cosi af production by
using hibm sawvs, utilizing the ivaste material, and
by cvcry other possible means. I is manifestly
more advantageous, wlien campeting in the
nîark-cs of the v.orld, ta obtain frorn a given log
1,0oo tedt of ilarketable lurnber îvhich clan be
sold for, say, twverty dollars, than ta lose 25 per
cent. thraugli waste or carele-s sawving and be
conîipdheid ta ask lte sanie price for tbe renmaining
750 feet.

FOREIGN TRADE IN LUMBER.
Titi abstract in this issue frarn the final report

ai Ir. E. E. Sheppard, trade conimissianer ta
the Souilb American Republics, furtlier carra-
borate-, tbe statenients reiterated in ibis journal
finit the luniber af Canada is little knawn iii
manv foreign markets. It clearly points oui
that te palicy ai allowing aur e\part trade ta
be liandied by United States blouses lias been,
aij %%fil continue ta bc, detrijiental ta aur best
inter:îs, and until sanie mens is devised af
aftardiing direct steamship communication we
flCC(lflot expect any great expansion af trade.

Mr. Sbcppard bas evidently devoted considerable
attention to the lumber trade, and lias placed
the gaverniiera and Canadian lunîbermen in the
possession of facts and figures wvhich sltauld
serve as a basis ta work iram. There appears
to be a fair prospect of inecasing our trade in
lumber witb Mexico, Central America and sanie
cotintrics ai Satt Anierica. >lice trade of
Mexico ks naw lield by the Sautter States,
wh'i1e the Pacific markets af Central America
know littie of Canadian lumber. It k 'Mr, Sliep-
pard's opinion that persisten~t efforts on tlte part
af our mill-aovners wvou1d capture nucli of tis
trade.

01 the South American couintries, Argcntina
and Chiue appear ta offer great possibilities
for aur spruce and pine lumlber. Spruce is
shipped in large quantities froin Maine, and
could no dotibt alsa bc profitably exparted frram
the Maritime provinces. Onme drawback 'vith
wvbich shippers have ta contesid ks in respect ta
the payment of duties, the valuation of the goods,
instead af being taken as per invoice, being ixed
by the authorities, accarding ta thieirjtldgmnent.
Ali goods af any specified class are asscssedi
alike. It is a singular fiact that, although Chile
iniported $Soo,oaa wartb af lumber in 1896,
Canada is flot credited with supplying any par-
tionî thereai. Thle methads af saw-milling in
these cauntries are very crude, wvhich suggests
the thauighr that if Canadians wvould manufacture
their lumber careiully and inta praper sizes, thiey
mighit in a short timie build up a much larger
trade.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
TUEL miemorial recentlypresenlted ta the Dominion

gavernment by western lumbermeil, and wvhich is
printcd in tItis number, presents strong arguments
iii favar of an import duty an lumber, and should
dispel the erroneous idea which seems ta prevail
ta some extent that the consumer af the Narth-
west will be compelled ta pay a higher price for
bis lumber wvhen United States campetitian is
shut out. There are sufficient nîills and timber
in Canada ta supply the requirements, and the
campetitian between local cancerrns is sufftciently
keen ta keep prices within reasanable bounds.
Every lunibermian in the Dominion should exert
himiseli ta secure the exclusian of United States
lumber until such âmîe as the tariff ai that coun-
try ks more favoruble ta Canada.

FOREST culture and iorest preservation, al-
thoughi not identical, have as their purpose pre-
cisely the same abject, namely, ta provJe present
and future generatians wvith a necessary supply af
timb-. In Canada, %vith ber large tracts af
timbered land yet unsold, and afil lands reverting
back ta the craovn aiter the timber is cut there-
fromi, there lias been but Uitile done iii the way ai
iorest culture, mare espccially as tliegavernnient
have taken steps in ample limie ta perpetuate aur
timiber supply by establishing forest rcserves and
investigating the passibilities ai a regrowth on
cut-aver lands. In the United States, whiere the
timber supply ks mare nearly exhausted, forest
culture lias became more necessary. Tfhe suig-
gestion af Gavernar Black, oi New York, should
therefore meet wvith favor. He proposes ibat a
bill should be passeci by the State Legislature
auihorizing ithe lease ta Carnell University far
twenty-five years af 25,000 acres af State lands

for experiniental purposes in the cultivaitian ai
tiniber, anl animal appropriation ta be gramled for
the ptîrposc. lui ibis wvay the University wouhd
be in a position ta proced witil farest culture
niong the sanie lines as practiscd iii saîie of the
aider caunîtries ai Europe, and the practicability
ai tîte sleeme would soon he deîîîonstrated, and
copied on a larger scalc.

LUMBERMAN'S ASSOCIATION 0F ONTARIO.
Fait the purpose ai reorganizinig the Luniber-

iîiani's Association ai Onitario, wilicl ltad flot
bield a meeting for eiglit >,cars, nienbers ai the
tradc assenîbled in the rotunlda ai te B3oard af
Trade an Tr IPy, MaI.rcbI 22ind. The memibers
ai tîte associ..tian present werc : A. 1-1. C.titip-
bell, sr., president ; J. 13. Miller, secretary-
treasurer ; Jamies Scatt, jolîin Wotldie, A. 1Il.
Campbell, jr., Toronto ; C. Bock, I'enetan-
guishene ; T. Conilan, Little Current ; IV. A.
Charlton, M.P.P1., Lyniedacli. Others present
wvho identilied theniselves with the association
wvere :C. D. WVarren, Imperial Lumber Ca.;
J ahin Bertrani, Collins Iet Luitîber Ca. ; Allan
Macpherson, Longiord Milîs ; R. Laidlawv aîîd
W. J. Smith, Toronto ; R. Cook South River.

The president, MmI. Campbell, toak tce chair,
and caîhed uipan tlie sccretary ta rend tue consti-
tution. After sanie discussion a conimitîee wvas
appaintcd ta revise the constituttionî, those nanied
beirmg Messrs. join Waldie, J. B. Miller, R.
Laidlaîv, John Bertrani and C. D. Wanrmen.

'l'le repart af the treasurer %vas presented. it
shaoved a mcmbership ai about fifîy, and a sur-
plus in the treasury ai aver $300.

A caniîtee wvas appointed ta take steps ta
secure tîte inmposition ai an imîport on lunîber,
and ta meci a deputation ai westernl lunîlbemnien
tîte iallawving day.

It was resolved ta adjaurui until 10:30 -1.m.1
ai. Thursday, April 7111, 1898, wlîcn the coni-
siitee on the revisian ai the constitutionî wilI
present ils repart.

At tItis meeting many important questions wvill
likely be caîîsidered, among theni being the for.
miatian ai a liardwaod section anrd tlie possibility
ai securing clîcaper freiglit rates ta the North-
wvest. An advertisenîent, elsewlbere extcîids anfi
invitation ta ail lunibermen desiraus afiideniyinig
themselves wvitIî the association ta be presenit,
and WvC hope ta sec ncw lile iniuscd mbit the or-
ganization. For the infarnmation ai aur readers,
we give below the original miemibership ai tbe
association:

MV. MI. Bayd and W. T. C. Boyd, I3abcatygeoît;
Jolit Macdonald, Albany, N. Y. ; Jas. Scott,
WVaubausliene; joliti Charlton and W. A. Chari-
tan, Lynedoch ; James MI. Irwin, 1>terboro';
N. Dyment, NI. Burton, J. L. Burton and C. Hl.
CIa: k, Barrie ; Robert Thtonmson, Hamilton
David Gilmour auîd Allan Gilmiour, Trenton
Alex. Fraser, \Vestmcath ; C. MIeLaýclîlin, Arn-
priar ; T. Murray, Pembroke ; J. 13. Miller,
Parry Sound ; J. NI. Dollar, Midlamd ; C. I3eck,
Penetanruishene ; W. C. Caldwell, Lanark;
Alex. McArthur, East Saginaw ; A. M. Dodge,
New York ; H-. MIalane (The Calvin Conmpany),
Garden Island ; R C. Strickland, Lakcficîd;
Thos. Conlan, Thorald ; D. L. WVhite, ir., mîd-
land ; WV. C. Edwards, Rockland ; jas. MNc-
Laren, E. H. Bronson, E. B3. Eddy, E. D. Moore,
C. B. Powell, J. R. Booth. C. H. Per'ley, Wv. à.
Thistle, W. H. Rowley, Ottawa ; A. Il1. Camp-
bell, J. L. Hatton, H. Il. Cook, A. H. Cam.pbell,
jr., J. H. M. Canîpbell, Johns Waldie, WV. W.
Belding, Taranto.
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