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§ Gibbous on Deuki,

New 1Year's scrmon Car.
bons referred 1o the wught
attacks on the Christian
The dircourse was the more

d lectured in Baltimore a few days
ously. His Eminence said :

It is fashionable, as well as
grofitable to cast odium as wall as
pdicule on Cliristianity and the Sacred
sriptures, whick are the bases of the
Phnstian religion. A man of limited
ity. but of fluency of speech and
of wmt, can propuse objections
3 difficulties 1 & balf hour which
y take a learned man a montk to
wer.
2 I would ask you, my bretiren, to
jpve three answers ready 1u your mind
jhen you are confronted by any
MEcuities against Chustianity.
i * First—Ten thouzand difficulties
pol make a mingle doubt, and ten
sand doubts do not destroy a
le fact of Revelation ; ten thousand
of fog and cloud, such as hung
r the earth this morning, do not
lot cut the sun in the heavens nor
rdiminish its splendor.
¢ S8econd—Tho Christian religion
E hag beev in: existence for two thousand
3 and has been cherizhed by the
ieest and beet of men in every age
end country, and 1t 18 stronger to-day
shan it was ever before.

¢ Third— All the civilizations of the

and all existiig civilizations io-

y worthy of thc name have been
. bawnd, on the doctrinal and moral
principles of the Bible.

It is time enough to surrender our
Christianity when some bitter system
s brought foeward to supplant it.

* The venerable Peter Cooper gave
his son when a child a watch. The
next moming the boy had taken the

watoh apart and returned it to its
f primitive elements. But he found it
L mapossible to reconstruxt it. The
, on seeing the wreck, remarked

0 the child : © My sun, therc are many

much aelivbt G Iugersall | mbabitants,

Jaurs, Canr oar Gineose.

who have the eapacity of pulliog down,
but they are unable to build again,’

* Let ua teansport vurselves to the
dawn of the Ohriatian cra, and let us
statnd mimaginationun onvnfthe Papgan
Rome 8 seven hills.  We see at vur
feet that nnmenee city teeming with s
Population of abont three millions of
We observe that oty

dotted here and there
with idolatrous tem
plea, and mches o
fulze gods are crected
in the corners of the
sereeta, These penple
Brv given ap to every
species  of  idlatry.
They worshup the sun,
moon aml  gtara  of
Heaven, tho seas aud
rivers , the mountawms
and groves had their
tutelary divinitics.
They worshipped overy
striking olgect 1n na
tare, they worslapped
every Living Ly ex.
cept God, to whow
only divine homage s
due.

“In the language
of the apostle of the
Gentiles, * They have
changed the glory of
the incorruptille Giod
into the 1mage and
likeness of corruptible
man and of birde and
beasts and creeping
things, and they wor-
shipped the crested in-
stead of the Creator,
who ig blessed forever

more.' * Such was the condition of soci-
ety when the Lurd appeared in the thea-
tre of publio life. He ealls around hun
twelve ingignificent wen— men with-
out human learming, men without
prestige and fame. men without any
of those elements which are considered
essental for the suceess of any great
enterprise. He commands them to
effect the most mighty moral revolu-
tion that has ever occured in the
history of the world. He commands
them to uproot idolatry fromn the face
of tho earth and to establish in its
stead the worship of tue one trea and
living God.

“ When we contrast the waakness of
the apostles with the ocolossal task
marked ont for them well may we
exclaim in the language of tho apostle
of the Gentiles, ‘The foolish things of
this world hath God chosen that He
might confound the wise; the weak
things He hath chosen that He might
confound the strong, and the things
that are contemptible and the things
that are not hath He chosen that He
might confound the tiings that are
that no flesh shall glory in His sight.

* No thouehfnl man can fail to
admire the wisdom of God in employ-
ing inadequate means, humanly speak-
ing, ?\ the propagation of the gospel,
for if Christ had appeared as a tempor-
ary sovereign, with all the majesty and
pomp of royalty, if He had used the
influence of the Csars, and if He bad
impressed into his service the itnpericl
armies, the world would justly exclaim;
*‘There ig no iniracle here, for it is not
by the finger of God, but by the arm
of the flesh that it was propagated.’

**Orif the gospel liad been advocated
by orators, philosophers, statesmen
and poets of Pagan Rome, the world
would again cry out, *‘There is no

miracle here, for Chrnstiamty waa
developed not by the folly of the croas,
but by the persuasive words of inman
wisdom.’

* Or if men were uiluced to embraco
tho Church by bribea.and ciuolutnents,
the world would justly ay, *There 1a
uo miuracle hery, fur wen are deawn
to the Chureh not by the pearl of great
price, but by the gold that ghttors.’

- It may ve imteresting and instrue:
tive to us to consder gome of the
principal canees which, under the
irrestatible mtlaenee of God « grace,
vperated 8o powerfully in the rapud
diffuston of the Chrisian rebigon.
Thetirat and izotethieacions cause may
b aceribed to tne xubline and beatiful
teachings of Cinstamty.  The Chris
tan rebgion procautmal traths wineh
sati~ficd the loghest aspiration of the
human intellect  and  gratfied  the
legitiuate craving of the human heart,
Chnist proclaimed truths which had
batlled the researches of the most
profonnd plulusopers of pagan ant
ity

« The Chnstiu rebigion gave the
pagan world a rational wdea of God.
[t proclanmed a God essentially one
and self exisung, a tiod existing from
ctermity unto etermty. It spoke of a
God who created all thines by ths
wisdom, and whose superintending
providence watches over the affsirs of
nations as well as of men, without
whom not even a bird ¢ fall 19 the
ground. I spoke of a God mfinitely
Just and meraful, infimtely  holy,
mfinitely wise. Thisideaofa Supreme
Deing, so consonant to our intellectual
conception, was in striking contrast
wit’. the low and sensual characters
which the pagan world ascribed to
their divinity.

« The Christian rehigion not only
gave man a sublime 1dea of hus Creator,
but gave Lun also & rational 1des
about himself. lie knew not wheuce
he came or winther e was gowg.

He was groping i the dark ; the past |

and the future were for hum buned
impenctrable darhuese. The Christian
religion imparted to Inm a knowledge
of his onigin and of Ins deatimy und of
the means of attau:zng 1it. It rescued
him from the frightful Jabyrinth of
error in which psganism had involved
him.

« But it will profit us nc2uing to be
enrolled in the army of the Lord m
the church militant unless we are
personally clothed n the pauoply of
Christian righteousness. The ouly
virtues to be put tr our credit are those
that we personally aclueve.

+» All the works of God have strik-
ing characteristics. They all have the
divine stamp of individuality. There
are no two stars ahke in magnitude
and splendor, therc aie no two leaves
in the forest alike, there are no two
graings of sand absolutely identical,
there are no two faces alike in this
vast congregation before me. there are
no two dispositions m all respects
identical.

« EFvery one of you is a world to
yourself. Every one of you has a
separate cxistence and a special
destiny. Each of you were created
alone. You have a separate growth,
a separate sanctification, a separate
death. You are judged alone, you
are punished alone, you are rev.arded
alone. There is no such thing as
vicarious birth, a vicarious growth, a
vicarious sanctity,a vicarious death and
judgment. Each oneof you standean

lna own foundati, What o waan
suweth, that shall bl roap.

¢ But sbove all Golae s cah v
of you personully. e docd not von
tenglate the buoai faraady s the e«
as we view o laap T-uds L bas
{ Juved each of voa withoan cteenal lov .
tlo calls each of 3 o by your num
and know- your b 1ol dispeatio
bett. r then the mt toulir mother
before we hnows he name and i
poaitian of ench of her chillru His
love beams vn cach of yontas s
tly a~ of you alowe cvsted itk
world.

“I alway < loved that atterancc of St.
Paul, ‘Chnst ove D me and L hivend
Himself up for me.”  He did ot <y
Christ loved us, but . as af to
remind us that Chrest's Lo for lam-cit
was ag stron . us if 1* W 3 coene ntrated
in himself.  We all e 2ay the s,
aud, if God's lave eontral mus, s
should we centre -7 Lnve to Hi,

“The Chrstian relicion give not
only hfe to lna under-tandaag, bat
peee a8 wellta hig heart. It brousht
. lum that peace of God whach ~urpass
et all understanding aud which
Isprmgs fromn 0 conscrius possission
of the truth, It bronght Liwm o triple
peace—the Comn:av liments . peace
with his veighbors, by aigosing the
virtues of justice and chauity | peaes
with himself, by instre-ting him to
keep lus passicns sul jeet to reason and
reeson subject to the law of Gad,

« And for the hondst zoms of twl
i the Chnstian religion has a mos<ige
of love and consolation.  She holds up
to you Jesus Christ the molel of
workmen. Ever since our blessed
Redeemer worked at the carpenta s
beneh He Las shel a halo arcand the
worksliop.

«The Christian relizion ha- new,
as it ever has, a message for the
capitalist and the workmen. It
adimonishiestheemployerte - mpens<ur.
the laborer by fair and and j1 ¢t waz <,
and, what is more, to bestow apen
lim  kind and consilirate treatment
and to keep in view the eolden mavim
of Christ, *Whatsoever yen would that
men should do to you, do ye to them.””
- e o -

Our Lady of Lourdes.

On last Sunday the beantifal chant
known as Sile’s Mass in ¢ was ron
dered for the first tune m this ety at
the church of Qur L.ad: of Loned,
Sherbourne street.  Miss Famue Sul-
livan conducted the chowr, and theve
who were present could nor have faricd
to appreciate her «ffirts which were
undoubtedly crowned with success.
This mass is one of the notlest pro-
duct’ons of modirn christtanart. It
combines all the pleaging solemnity
of the « Mease Royale " with the pow-
er and effect of Mozart’s Grand Mass,
Such a combination sustained by the
well knoan artistic skill of the choir
and orchestra entranced those who
had the pleasure to assist at its pro-
duction. After the Communion s
Grace the Archbishop addressed the
congregation on the relation which
the Church bears to Christian art.

Winkelman’s salary as operatic tenor
in Vieona is S10,000 a year for about
aixty appesravces. Reichmann gets
£8,000 for eight months ; Frl. Renerd,
$7.300 ; Frau Schlager, who fifteen
yoars ago received $10 a month as
chorus girl, now has &3,(00 a year at
the Imperial Opera.




