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THE EARLY MISSIONARIES; OR, DISCOVERY 0F THIE
FALLS 0F NIAGABIA.

By John Gait, Esg.
AioNc the earliest missionaries sent to ronvert the Indians to

the Christian belief, was Joseph Price, a young man îvho bad re-
ceived directions to, penetrate fartieri' mb the vast forests which
close the continent of America towards the norîli than bail been
at tlîat time accomplishied. In, this hazardous undertaking lie wVas
;Iccompanied by H-enry WVîhnington, vvho, actuntedl by the saine
religlous motives, lhad vohinteered to attend hini. They bad been
lanided at Boston, then a very small but thriving village, about a
iath previouis, where they made the necessary preparations for

their expedition, and recruiteri themselves after a passage of thir-
teen weeks from Plymouth, for so long a passage was not uncom-
mon la those limes ini !raversing, the Atlantic.

[t was a fine morning, in the latter end of May ivben they bade
adieu to the inhabitants, by whom they had bee~n hospitably en-
tertained, an(l accompanied by the good wishes of al], proceeded
towards the hutherto unexplored forest.

The buds were now beginning to expand into lenves, and the
Sun was ofien darkened by the fast flocks of' migra tory pigeons,
îvhich, wvhen the îvoods allowed, sometimes flew so closto l the
,&round, tbat the travellers could beat them dovn iil their sticks.
Before sailing from England they baci often heard persons who hiad
crosseil Ihe Atlantic mention this circumstance, but they suspected
them of exaggeration until they witnessed it theniselves.

It wvas thetr intentioni to visit a d'istant tract of country, of %vhich
nothing was known except vague reports of sheets of wvater su im-
inense, that, but for the circunistance of thcir being freslî, aiglit
bave !ed theni to, suppose they were on an island. These reports
wvere for the most part gathercd from the Indians, on whose testi-
mnony little reliance could lie placed, as none of their informera
couIld speak (rom their own knowledge.

To aid themn in their pursuit, they were provided îvith compas.
ses and armed witb fowling-pieces. They, directing their course
towards the place to wivhch most of the Indians allu(Ied, had, it Ir
true, but slight -rounds on whicb 10 rest their hopes of success
an rnated, bowever, wîth the desire of fulfilling- ihat they had
undertaken, they thougbt little of the difficulties wbich might at-
tend it : accordingly, il was wvîthout regret that they were now
leaving the settled part oU Ibe country.

Hiaving travelledl several days wvîtbout secing any tlaing 'vorthy
of notice, they arrived at the ultimate farm they could expecl&t to
meet with before their return. Aller remaining there for the
night, they continued their journey through thc forcst, which had
most likely neyer heen previously treilden by the fcet ofcivilized]
mani. The startled deer frequcntly crosscdI their palli, and a few
birds ivere the only objects that varie<l thc solitude around.


