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alteration in the free trnde policy of the
United Kingdoin. It is inconceivable to
us how anîy student of Ihe history oftEng-
land during the last forty years can
believe in the possibility of Parliament
imposing a luty on the food of the people.
We must hope that without sucli a stianu-
lus wve shall get a fair share of the imni-
gration from the United Kingdon.

The opposition journals have not failed
ta notice Sir Alexander Galt's speech,
but they do not seen ta view it in the
sanie light. The Globe is of opinion that,
it was " very well calculated to affect
" English opinion in precisely the man-
I uner that we would wish," whiclh is cer-
tainly a high compliment. The Globcinfers
that one object of the speech was to
stimulate the Jimperial Governient ta
assist people ta emigrate who hacd not
tc means ta do so, but he treats the
speech as designed to encourage emigra-
tion. The Monteail lIerald has criticised
the speech wvith sonie severity, but we
venture ta think that our contemporary
was inder a inisapprehension as ta its
object. We have alr'eady stated our
own opinion of the neaning of the ex-
pression "closer union." We find noth-
ing in the speech ta sustain the Ilerald's
assumiption that Sir Alexander Galt
intended to convey the impression that
emigrants ta the United States wee
taken better care of after arrival than
those ta Canada, and that this was the
reason of the larger emigration te that
country. 'We admit with -the Bcrald
that sucl a Yeason would be chillish.
Sir Alexander GaWs real object is one
that ,would be beneficial ta Canada, and
although the suggestion is couched in
guarded ternis, we can have no doubt of
the rmeaning of the expression "closer
union." Sir Alexander Gait will soon be
convinced that io such union is feasible.

COMMERCJAt UNION.

Mr. Joseph Perraiult does not seem ta
bave been so fartiat in attracting a
crowd at Chaboillez Square as he w'as et
the East end, his meeting having been
but thinly attended. He told the old
story Of the disastrous condition of the
country, but he séems totalfy incapable
of comprehending the cause. lie dw'elt
üpon an enornious debt which every ee
aecknow ledges tO be very considerable,
but lie surely cannot imagine that we
could have constrhcted our canals and.
railivays without getting into debt, and
lie cannot be unawari that if the question
were put to.o'rrow to the people, wlîether
they nould preIer beiiig freed fron debt
and deprived of their public works, they

wouxld unhesitatingly answer in the nega-
tive. 'Mr. Perrault hias ane idea, whicl is,
tilat our banlkruptcies and debt are all
owing ta Our exclusion from foreign
markets. One would imagine from his

speeches that ho w'as rholly unwaire of
the fact tlat, c wing to causes which have
been repeatedly explained, there was a
few years age an extraordinary and ab-
normal inflation of prices in all parts of
the civilized globe, during whiclh period
there w'as uiexamipled prosperity, pro-
perty of all kinds having risen iii value.
fwhen the tiie of reaction arrived, as it
invariably does aite' periods of inflation,
the hallers of goods and the purchasers
of property of all kinds, including real
estate and stocks, tound their assets so
reduced in value that they were wholly
unable te meet tlieir liabilities. Tlere is
no occasioni ta sek for theli cause ofour de-
pression, which is obvious ta ail w-ho study
the subject with a desire to learn the
truti. We are gladi ta notice that Mr.
Perrault deenied it expedient, to inforii
his audience that lis schene l did not
imply ainexation," although we miust
be permaitted to doubt wliether such is his
own belief. lis writinîgs iould certainly
lead us ta think that if there is an annex-
ationist in) Canada lie is One. We bave
the-satisfaction of feeling assured thet it
is not in his power ta ef'ect imuch mis-
chief.

TEE BYSTANDER.

The reputed editor of fle .Dy.tasder
bas on lmany occasions complained bitter-
ly of being held personally responsible
for articles of which, it wras well known',
tlat lie was the author. We have there-
fore special reason ta complain fhlit lhe
has seen lit ta refer by mine ta a gentie-
main whoI, altlhough a fregnent contributor
to Our columnnsbas ne responsibility wlint-
ever1 for the articles which appear iu this
journal. Wile we deprecate the intro
duction of personality into controversiai
discussions, we are quite prepared ta
defend ourselves froin the attacis made
on us in the May and June numbers of
the Bystander, w'hich .Ve shall copy for the
infor'mation of Our renders. In, the May
niumber of that periodicai it is said:
".The JouizyAm. or Coxaxmcrs. in an article
'ion the Financial position tells us that
"the caun try is anînually piling up agi.
il gantic debt; fhat it is drifiting ito bank-
"ruptcy ; that the day ot recloni»g is
' asuredly iear, and these, if the Norld is

" not mistaken, are lhe words of a man hvo
ispirsonally responsible f'or Ile alus-

Sation."' .I thie June number ive ind the
followingpassages :-" Sir Francis llincks," a strong Iperialist and au atrocate of

" the Pacifie .ailway, proclaims that fle
"countiy is 'drilting into baikrtuptcy,'
" anIl tait a terrible reckoning day is at
"hand."I Again : lWe are drifting into
"bankruptcy, the reckoning day is near,
" and Ilie main cause ot this is unsh expei-
"diture on public wvorks. Sosaid the Mon-
" treal JouvN1 or Ca :ac, yet nlow i
"'applauds flic decisionl eo flic louse of
4 Couions ta go on with the railway in
" British Columbia," &c,

The quotations which we have imade
fron the Byslander ave referejce to un
article whichi was published in this journal
on the 26th March last, hieade "Ou
Financial Position," the abject of whieh
w'as ta discourage to the extent of our in
Quexice "iew enterises," ani iore
especially "l new railroad enterprmises,"
our assigned reason being that " it seems
" impossible foi' the Government ta delay
" the construction of the great work ta
" the construction of which flic faith of
" Parliaiment was pledged during the
" period of inflation, ta which vie have

already referred, and in the belief tha.
it would b undertaken by a company

" for a subsidy in land and money that
" would not have pressed on the resources
"of the Dominioi."

Wve are not iunaw'ýare that the Bystander
bas of lite advocated the repudiation of
the agreenienît witlh British Colunbia, but
in June, 1877, the wr'iter of 4 Current
Events "I inl the Canaiediana A1ot7li thus
expressed liiself:-I It iay be, as. Sir

A lexander G al t argues, that th e t t enpt
t ta cary out the bargain mîay be sone-
thing like' nuatioini suicide, but the coni-
pact n'as made by otur Goverinient with

"its eyes open and a proximate know-ledge
of the out lay, and lher-, e io dt'ecii pr-

" kxt/br :ithdrauwinyfriu." Sir Alex.
ndiler Galt lias recently declared in his
speech at the Canada Club that he pacific
Railwiay is " a work of greait maignitude,
introducetdi manftlly, andîi wIchl "ec in tend
Io carry throuig successfully.." We frar
that his critic in Juie, 1877, lias .fouîndh
soine -necexf safix fctory to afor
repudiating- an agreemetwh t hil uliree
years ago lie thouglit biiitîng.

Our' reason l'or using the expression
" lrifting ta national bankruptey l was
that the policy of the Governmeiint
and of Parliaient was " ta discourage
inporfs ta the utnost et our pow'er,
anid thîat soma - zealous supporters
ofe the Government were atdrocafing
a resort to flat mîoney ta be used for the
construction of public works. We are not.
inclinedta tliscuss the Jacific Railnay
w'itl the BysIaiider, because it is impossi-
Ille that anu advocate for the annexation
of Canada ta the United States cai oenter


