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Black Rock in order to deprive the enemy of the cover which
these places afford.”

This invading army performed its task very thoroughly
the troops were scattered; the houses along the river, and the
villages of Buffalo and Black Rock burned. The official report
of the British General says: “The town (Buffalo) itself (the
inhabitants having previously left it) and the whole of the
public stores, containing considerable quantities of clothing,
spirits and flour, which T had not the means of conveying away,
were set on fire and totally consumed, as was also the village of
Black Rock on the evening it was evacuated.”

The New York Evening Post of January 11, 1814, said
“This all arises from the wanton and abominable act of Gen
McClure in burning Niagara after he and his militia aban-
" and added that the war will “be carried
on after this more to satiate the revengeful feelings of com

doned Fort George;

manders and individuals than to obtain any great national
benefit from it.”

This brings us back to Gen. McClure. e had been in
possession of Fort George, Upper Canada, a few weeks before
but had deemed it prudent to retire, on the advance of a
British-Canadian force; and when he retired, he laid in ashes

the unfortified village of Newark, a short distance away. he
New York Evening Post of December 29, 1813, said: “The
destruction and misery which this dastardly conduct has occa-
sioned is scarcely to be described. \Women and children, bei
the principal inhabitants, have nowhere to place their head

Dr. Withrow tells of the wife of Councilor Dickson, lying ill
in bed, carried out to the snow in the bed clothes, and lying
watching in that bitter December night the destruction of her
home with its valuable library. Many tell of vain attempts
to save their homes, putting out the flames while the soldiers
went around with torches, setting on fire. “Sometimes the
fire would be put out by the owners, only to be lit again and
again, the owners standing by to see the eventual destruction
of all they valued.”

These were not all the feats of arms in that war of a
century ago. Toronto had been taken in April, 1813, and the




