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cipate in the feme and fortunee of each othcrt The United

8tat«it under thetc ImprcMiooe, are neither inieneible to the

•dvantagei, aor to the dutict, of their peculiar tUueiion. They
have but recendyi at it were, establiehcd their independence)

and the volume of their national hiitory lies open, at a glance,

to every eye. The policy of their government, therefore,

whauver it has been, in thdr foreign, as well as in their domes-
tic, relations, ii is impossible to conceal) and it must be diScult

to mismke. If the assertion, that it has been a policy to pre-

serve peace and amity with all the nations of the world, be

doubted, the proofs are at hand. If the assertion, that it has

been a policy to maintain the rights of the United States, but,

at the same time, to respect the righu of every other nation,

be doubted, the proofs will be exhibited. Ir the assertion,

that it has been a policy to act impartially towards the bellige-

rent powers of Europe, be doubted, the proofii will be found
on record, even in tne archives of England and of France*

And if, in fine, the assertion, that it has been a policy, by M
honorable means, to cultivate with Great Briuin, those senti-

ments of mutual good will, which naturally belong to nations

connected by the ties of a common ancestrvt an identity of lan-

guage, and a timilarity of manners, be doubted, the proofs will

be found in that patient forbearance, under the pressure of ac-

cumulating wrongs, which marks the period of almost thirty

years, that elapsed between the peace of 1713 and the r iXture

of 1811.

The United Sutes had just recovered, under the auspici.* of
their present constitution, (rom the debility which their revo-
lutionary strug(^ had produced, when the convulsive move-
ments of France excited throughout the civilized world, the

minf^d sensations of hope and fear—of admiration and alarm*
The interest which those movements would, in theaaselves,

have excited, was incalculably increased, however, as soon as
Great Briuin became a party to the first memsrable coalition

against Fhmce, and auumed the character of a belligerent

power} for, it was obvious, tlut the distance of the scene would
no longer exempt the United States from the influence, and the
evils, of the European conflict' On the one hand, their govern-
ment was connected with France, by treaties of alliance and
commerce; and the services which that nation had rendered
to the cause of American independence, had made such im-
pressions upon the public mind, as no virtuous statesman could
rigidly condemn, and the most rigorous sutesman would have
sott^t in vain to efbce. On the other hand, Great Briuin,
leaving the treaty of 178S unexecuted, forcibly retained tAte
A s— pojjg ypQQ ji^g northern frontier} and, slightingAmerican
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