
fimes explains the action of medjcines which to su
observers a^p^r ctirlbUB, nay almost mysteriplis*

~^..4^|t$^l«7^tON OF MEPIClNBd*. . ^^

el:bedidnbs sudin^s irritant emetics, cuithar-

tiba i^c^, Act iiitrehr Ibcatljf; it is heciscfiiy that fhti ^eat ma-
jority obiai^if ^htirailcehito the bloddbtr internal fluids^ before

their action caifi be mianifested ; and^ moreover, to enable
ihem tb be absorbed it is necessary thai tbey be either

soluble in water, or in the ^stric br ihte'siinal juicie^.—

That medicines are absbrbed, is pifoved ih Variotis ways. The
gi^at majority of mediriinea navb been foiihd in thb blood,

chyle, sofidsy and in the various exciretidns^'Khdi;<rhen with this

Is C(%red tb6 ftot, that they disappear fH>ixi surfaces t which
Ih^y have Be^ aj^))1ied^ it &rms a strong argument ; but over

and above it is fotind thdlt a medicine introduced ihto the sys-

tem elsewhere, acts in the same w^y as when it ha^ been swal-

lowed; nkorebVbr the preventioh^ Of the remote effects is

brought aboiit by the prevention bf the circulation bf medi-

cines, and tlJe prevei^tfbh and retardation of the remote effects

ofahy medicine lire influenced by; any circumstance which
promotes or retards the circulation—but on- the othelr hatid, al-

though the stbppUge or retiairdation of the circulation thus in-

fluenbes tbe remote effects of medlclines, thd same thing does

not hold good in regat'd to the nerres, for the division even of

the spitiaT cbrd a^ loi^g ais the ciMulation is carried on, does

not prevent the irembte efil?cts of medicines from taking place.

Lastly, the circulaition of tllb blood is sufficiently quick to ac-

count for the operation ofeven the ttiost rapid poisohs. It is

thus very apparent thai medicines find their way into the

blood, and thiat the majority, if not the whole, of their remote

actions are owing to their doing so. These given iti a state of

solution, may immfediately |>att$ by endosmOse, absorption, ca-

pillary attraction (pr whatever name^ the process may get),

through the mucouis membrane, into\(the small net work of

capillaties, h^nce ini;o the mesenteric veins, and portal system

;

but if not given in solufion solvents of varied characteir are

provided by the system 5 the gastric juice and salivti dissolve

some,
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