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IF it was pntTiblc for men, who exercife tlieir reafon h>

believe, that the divine Author of our exiftence intended

apart ol the human race to hold an abfolutc property in, and

an unbounded power over others, marked out by his infinite

goodnefs and wifdom, as the objcds of a legal domination,

never rightfully rcliftiblc, however feverc and oppreffive,

the inhabiiants of thefc colonies might at leaft require from

the pailiament of Great-Britain, I'ome evidence, that this

dreadful authority over them has been granted to that body.

But a reverence for our great Creator, principles of humani-

ty, and the diftaies of common fr:'fc, iriuft convince all thofe

who refleft upon the lulijcft, that government was inftitnted

to promote the welfare of mankind, and ought to he admi-

nillercd for the attainment of that end. The legidatureof

Great-Britain, howcvei ftiniulalcd by an inordinate paffion

for a power not only unjiift-ifiaUe, but which they know to

lie peculiarly rci)robatcd by the very conllitution of that

kingdom, aiid dL-fperatc of fucccfs in any mpde of contelf,

where regard (liould be had to truth, law, or right, have »t

length, deferting thofe, attempted to effeft their cruel and

impolitic purpofe of cndavingthele colonies byviolence, and
' have thereby rendered it iicccflary for its to clofe with then

lall aopcal from reafon to arms. Yet, however blinded that

aircin'blvmavbcbylhcirintemperatcragc for unlimited domi

nation, lo to (light jullite and the opinion of mankind, we

cftcem ouffelves bound by obligations of refprft to the red

of the world, to make known the jullicc of our caufe.

Our foiefatheis. mh,\bitdiitN of the idand of Great-Britain,

1 ft ihcir native land, to feck on thefc (horcs a retidcrce lor

civil and t/!ligious freedom. At the expcnceol their blood,

at the lij/ard ol their fiirlunes, v.ithout the leaft charge to the

couiitrvfiom which ility removed, bj,' unccalmg labour, and

ajiunron^mrahlc fpirit, they cHeftcd feltlcmcntsinlhediftant

indinholpiiHblewildsol Ameiica.then filled with numcioiii.

.Tndwarhke nations of barbarians. Societies or governmepts,

• filed with paffcllcgtflgtmes, were fpnncd under charters
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