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DII. STOCKTON'S VIEWS.
From His Address to the Electors.

Our syjtenn of auditing the public
accounts sih^ald be entirely ohamged.
Tlie auditor general of this province
holds his office at the pleasure of the
government of the lay. He can be
dismiss.^d fr>m office at any time.
At Ottawa it is not so. The auditor
general there is Independent of the
government. It should be the same
in Ne:v Bx-uii^-viek. It should be his
duty to see that no accounts are paid
I nless autho-iz?d by law; that vouch-
ers are produced for eaxDh payment,
and all aocom'bs, showing in detail
the item's, on w'hieh payments are
inade should oe filed In his office. It

is almost needless to »ay we have no
6uch eystAn at pressal.
The expe-iiituve of public money

should be by oublic competition and
tender. TliDusiinds O'f loUars under
the present government have been
expended yeaa-ly by private contract
witlcut competition.

GIVEN TO FAVORITES.
The worlc has been done by

frlcT.da and favorites of I he
govemiment to the advantage of
the contractor, but not in the Interest

of the taxpayer. To ensure honesty
»rd econoTiy there s/hould be public
competition and tender, end the suc-
cessful tenderer sihould be compelled
faithfully to carry out the terms of

his contract. Tlie nameo of all the
tenderers and the amounts for public
£,ervlOf:s should appear annually in

Rcme public report In Nova Scotia,

for the coisiruction of bridges, the
najncs of all the tenderers and the
fimoumts are published yearly in the
rrovinclal engineer's report. We
should have a similar system in this

province. Guoli a ^i^y^teTn honesUy
carried out .v^uld have saved New
Brunswick, luring the past few
years, tens of thousands of dollars.

The people are entitled to the fullest

information out do net get It

The expenditure on by-roads is not
fiallsfactory. We must have good
roads. They add to the value of

every farm along whldh they pass.

VQOO
Here the evils of favoritism are par-
ticularly seen.

THE BY-ROAD MONEY.
,
The political necessities of ithe

g'cvemmetrt*' have led them to
hiiind over the by-road money to
their frijnds in the different counties,
not so much for Impro'/lng the roods
as to atrengifihiin the govermmenrt, I
am satisflad it would be better for
the road -aerv ice, .as far as practicable,
to allow the ,)y-roiXd money to be
ispent throuigh the munDc'pallltJee.
Those haviu'gr local knowledge, and
who are diraeitly intau-ssted In having
good road's, uaier tliat system would
be responsible for spending the money
to the beat advantage. It would still

be the duty of the government to see
that the munlil^nl officers faithfully
spent the money.
The Hlgfhway act of 1896 Is iU>t

Hatlafactory as a gexieral law. It has
too muoh iniiCfhlnary. When the bill

was before the house members of the
oppoaition suggested amendenits,
which, iC acj3pt?d by the govern-
ment, would have made it more
satlsfaatory. The act of 1886, with
some amendments, would be a much
tetter la'v.

TWO BRIDGES BET3ER THAN
TWO PRICES.

The expenditure on great roads and
bridges is made throug'h the depart-
ment of public w:>rks. Tn addition
ta. the yexi'ly gnnt the government
have given bonds to the amount of
ever half a million dollars for
building /fnat they call permanent
bridges. For the supersitructure of
alf those orld^s built within the last

fiVe years, so far as can be ascer-
tained, Mr. Emmerson, .vithout com-
reitltion or tender, baa paid two
l; rices, and in some cases even more.
The pr.>vince should have two bridges
where there is but one. It would
have oeoa far better In the public in-

terest to have paid a fair price and
lave two bridges than two prices and
have but one brilge. The application
of ordinary business principles would
lave eav3l lar^'e sums of money. Mr,
Emmerson and his government do
not wish to face xn investigation be-

fore a 'ommlttee of the legisilature,

i.nd t've present eli^'tion is l>rought

on to escape full exposure. This Is

the hope and exp3''tatlon of the gov-
tirnment. Is it possible that the public
conscioinoe of the province Is so dead
as to co.idorne su-Jh acts on the part
of Mr. Emmerson and his govem-
menrt? I camiiot think so.
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