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linked toj^othor in their natural order, so as to form

one complete narrative, cnibodyinjj; the hit<tory of

" the Pacific Fur Company."

It is not an arm-chair narrative, derived from

hearsay talcs, but the result of practical experience

on the spot. From beginning to end, I had per-

sonally to act my part in the scenes described ; they

passed under my own eyes ; and the account alto-

gether may derive more value from being authentic

than from any adventitious embellishment bestowed

on it.

While on this part of our subject, it may be

observed that there is an error which most travellers,

especially those pioneers who first penetrate into

dark and remote regions, fall into : they generally

run into the extreme, and spoil a simple story by

colouring. Not content to leave nature in its snnplc

garb, they must brighten or darken, magnify or

diminish, everything they describe, until at last the

real likeness of the thing is entirely effaced, and

truth itself, by over-refinement, is thrown into the

shade.

AVTiat belongs to o^jself is generally viewed with

a partial eye ; and perhaps that partiality influences
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