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rum puncheons are madc^ is the mort important of

fupplies to the Weft-Indics, as 1 have already dc-

monftrated, and the want of it affords an additional

reafon for placing very, little dcpendancc on either

of thofe illiifated provinces *.

The papers, which I fhall fubjoin in an Appen-
dix, have anticipated in part an obfervation wherein

• our humanity, as well as policy, is more interefted

than ih any other. It arifes from the dreadful con-

rflagration which a few years ago reduced the large

:!«Dd ropulent emporium of Jamaica to afhes, and
the flkill more dreadful hurricanes, in which the

jaugel df defdation vifited in his wrath great part

;pf tbtt extenfive country, and the whole of feme
•ef theliHands to windward.-^Ever fince thofe ca-

Ilamifies, the fuffering inhabitants have refided in

miferablc hovels, by nd means a fufficient defence

^«againft the autumnal feafons, in confident expec-
^tatjon that the rtturn of peace would enable
'::them to procure materials for repairing their

>;dweHing houfes, and the re-eftabliflimcnt of their

^iHs »)d manufadborics •, and accordingly America,
in thevcryfirftmomentof reconciliation, haftened

to their relief. How grievous then is their difap.

pointment
! yet this is but a very fmall part of

theevjl. It has bpcn ihewn in the ftateof the

-'irr

-^ •Beech from Engfland Hks fehrSd td makl'^gar hogfteadj,

but will not anfwer for rumj nof any wood that I am ac^

qqainttd v^itk but ««<(.

imports
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