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life, (lie would make him happy. He accordingly

Hftened to the fuggeHion, and having carried her
to her family, which was of high diltindtion, he
was remunerated in a manner that made him for->

get his unpromiiing lot, and to blefs his good for-

tune.

Perfons who are didrelled by want, are permit-
ted to expofe or deftroy their children. Thus^
when penury is felt, when the mother falls lick oc
dies, it is common to condemn the helplef^ inno>
cent to periih; and frequently the hourof birth ig

the lad of their lives. In all this, notwithdanding
their boafted politenefs, the Chinefe are as favage

as the untutored Hottentots*.

The Chinefe are Pagans of feveral fe6ts; the

principal of which is compofed of the worlhippers

of Fo, who believe in tranfmigration; and the

bonzes or priefts of this perfualion, grofsly impofe
on the credulous multitude. Two of thefe bonzes»

one day feeing a pair of very fine ducks in a farm
yard, and wilhing to make a feaft on them> fell

down on their faces> and exclaimed that the foUU
of their fathers inhabited the bodies of thefe fowls;

and that they never could be happy unlefs they

had the keeping of them. The good woman of

the houfe, to relieve theirrpious fears, made them
a prefent of the ducks, which they received with
every mark of veneration; but that very evening

made a fealt on them, without regard to their

fathers' fouls.

They alfo extort money from the people, by
ads ofpublic penance. One day, fays Le Compte»
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* There is fomething fo (hocking, fo unnatural, in the crime
of infanticide, that it might be fuppofed the laft which even
barbarians would commit.
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