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I NEVER visit Washington without being reminded of the

miscalculations which were made by some of our wisest
men, in relation to the growth of the city in population and
importance. The magnificence of the plan is evident to

every eye, and so is the total want of power to complete it.

Broad avenues, named after the states, stretch indeed from
the centre towards various points ; but some of them are
impassable, and others lead to nothing worth seeing. Un-
like the great roads which met in the Roman forum in the
days of Roman greatness, they are more like some of them
at the present day, which conduct oi.ly to a deserted and
Bteril region in the vicinity. Still there is one gratification

to be derived from the public disappointment in relation to

the growth of the federal city; the intrigues of a court are
more exposed to view than they could be in a large me-
tropolis ; and the shades of a great population are not ex-
tended over them for their concealment. In European
capitals, public men are much less exposed to public scru-

tiny ; and great facilities are enjoyed for all sorts of in-

trigues. Besides, every thing connected with the grandeur
and brilliancy of power loses much of its importance in

Washington, because so much of the interior of things is

exposed to view. In this city visiters and inhabitants are
alike impressed with what they see. Every year presents
many new faces in the Houses of Congress, where new in-

terests are maintained with the same ardour as before.

When you call on a friend, you are perhaps introduced into

Ihe same chamber you were in the last winter, with the

same two beds in the corners, the same display of f^U


