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that martial air ami equestrian /i^racc for which

the triho is noted. When within an arrow's

Hii^ht of the tliieke't, ho loosened his rein, uri^ed

his liorso to full spee*l, tlirt-w his Iwxly on tho

.pposite side, so as to hani^ hy hut one le«;, and

present no mark to tho foe , in this way, ho

swept along in front of the thicket, launching*

his arrows from un<ler tho neck of his steed.

Then regaining his seat in the saddle, he wheeled

round, and returned whoo[)ing and scothng to liis

companions, who received him with yells of ap-

plause.

Another and another horseman repeated this

exploit ; but tho Blackfeet were not to 1)0 taunted

out of their safe shelter. The victors feared to

drive desperate men to extremities, so they for-

bore to attempt tho thicket. Towards night they

gave over the attack, and returne<l all-glorious

with the scalps of the slain. Then cjime on tho

usual feasts and triumphs ; the sc*alp-<lanco of

warriors round tho ghastly trophies, and all the

other fierce revel ly of barbarous warfare. When
tho braves had finished with the scalps, they

were, as usual, given up to tho women and chil-

dren, and made the objects of new parades and

dances. They were then treasured up as in-

valuable trophies and decorations by the braves

who had won them.

It is worthy of note, that the scalp of a white

man, either through policy or fear, is treated with

more charity than that of an Indian. The war-

rior who won it is entitled to his triumph if he

demands it. In such case, the war party alone


