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WACOrSTA, OH, THE PROPHECY.
QKKoi)

fronting Tii.s enemies commenced his flight in that manner with a spei'd which
(considermg the additional weight of the drenched tranneuts of bcih) was
mconceuablc. Ihe cour.se taken by him was not through the town but en-

lencf,
cuitously acro.ss the common until he arrived on that inuuediate line wl
a.s wc have oi.'")ro stated, the ])ri(lge was .listinctlv visil)l.. fnun the raminil •

on whitn, nearly the whole of the remaining troops, in deliaure of tlu- ,„e.s^
ence of their austere chief, were now eagerly assembled, watchin<> with un-
aipeakable interest, the pregress of the chase.

"'

l)esperate as were the exertions of Wacousta. who evidently continued this
in.xle ol Hight from a conviction that the instant his person was left exi.ose.l
the hre-armsof his pursuers would be brought to liear upon him the two
otlK-ers in front, animated by the most extraordinary exertion.s. were rar.idiv
gjiimug upon him. Already was one within Hfty yards of him. when a loud
yell xvus hi'ard from the bridge. This was fiercely answered b\- the fleenu-
man. and m a mauner that implied his glad sense "of eomin-,' rescue. In thl
wild exultation of the moment, he raised Clara high above his head, to show
her in triumph to the governor, whose person his keen eye could easily dis-
tinguish among chose crowded upon the rampart. In the gialified venu'eance
')f thai hour, he seemed utterly to overlook the a-tions of those who w«'re sr
near him During this brief scene. Sir Everard had drojjped up. > one knef.
and suppo/ting his elbow on the other, aimed his rifle at ihe heart of the rav^
isliei- of his wife. An exulting shout burst from the pursuin«; iroops. W'tv-

coiisla bounded a fvw feet in a-r, and placing his hand to his side, uttered
another yell, more appalling than any that had hitliei to escaped him. His
Uight was now uncertain and wavering. He staggered as one who had re-

ceived a mortal wound; and di.scontinuinghis niUMiual mode of retreat, turned
his back upon his pursuers, and threw all his remaining energies into a tinal

ellbrt at escape.

Insi)ii'ited by the success of liis shot, and expecting momentarily to seo
liim fall weakened with the loss of blood, the excited Valletort redoubled his

exertion.s. To his infinite joy. he found that the efforts of the fugitive becan-.e

feebler at each moment. Johnstone was about twenty ])aces behind him, ami
the pursuing party at about the same distance from Johnstone. 'I'he baronet
had now reached his eueni}^, and already was the butt of his rifle raised witb
murderous intent, when suddenly Wacousta. every feature distorted with ragt

i«nd pain, turned like a wounded lion at bay. and eluding the blow. deposite\

the unconscious form of his victim upon the sward. Springing upon his in-

fimte'y weaker juirsuer, ho grappled him furiously by the throat, exclaiming
tluimgh his clenched teeth :

—

" Nay then, since you will provoke your fate—be it so. Die like a dog,

and be d—;—d, for having balked me of my just revenge I"

As he spoke, he hurled the grasping officer to the earth with a violence that

betrayed the dreadful excitement of his soul, and again hastened to assure
himself of his prize.

Meanwhile, Lieutenant Johnstone had come up, and seeing his companion
Blruggling, as he presumed with advantage, with his severely wounded enetny

luade it his first care to secure the unhappy girl ; for whose recovery the pur-

suit had been principally instituted. Quitting his rifle, he now essayed to

raise her in his arms. She was without life or cousciousness, and the im»

pr«s8ion on his mind was that she was dead.
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