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.... By evening I had twelve long boat"?, fitted as

fire (hips, ready to attempt burning them, im Icr co-

ver of the Saphirc and Coventry ; but the weather be-

ing bad, and the wind contrary, oldiged me to defer

it, till at leatt the latter Ihould'bc favo" rabie ; if thjy

can by any meai^is be deftroyed, it ihall be done.

In attacking a flying enemy, it was impc Jable in

the fpacc of a fhort winter's day, that all our fnips

Ihould be able to get into adlion, or all tho/eof the

enemy bro. ght to it. The commanders and compa-
nies of fuch as did come up with the rear of the FreiK h

on the 20th, behaved with the greateft intrepiditv,

and gave the itrongefi: proofs of a true Britilh fpint.

In the fame manner, I am fatified, would thofe have

acquitted themfelves, whofe bad going fhips, or the

diftance they were at in the morning, prevented from

getting up. Our lofs by the enemy is not confidcrj-

ble ; tor in the fhips which are now with me, 1 find

only one lieutenant, and ^g feamen and mariners

killed, and about 202 wounded. When 1 confidcr

the feafon of the year, the hard gales on the day of

a6tion, a flying enemy, the fiiortnefs of the day, and

the coaft we are on, I Can boldly affirm, that all that

could poffibly be done, has been done. As to the lof^^

we have fuftained, let it be placed to the account of

the neceflity I was under of running all rifles to break

this ftrong force of the enemy : Had we had but tv/o

hours more day-light, the whole had been totally

deftroyed, or taken, for we were almofl: up with their

van when night overtook us.

Yeflerday came in here the Pallas, Fortune floop,

and the Proferpinc fireftiip. On the i6th I had dif-

patched the Fortune to Quiberon, with diredions to

captain Dufl:', to keep ftridly on his guard. In her

way thither (he fell in with the Hebe, a French fri-

gate of 40 guns, under Jury mafh, and fought her

ieveral hours, Durino; the engagement lieutenant

Stuart 2d. of the Ramiflies, whoml had appointed to

command
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