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yoiinj,' persons of the other sex, and the page was fncoiiraged, at

a very early age, to select some lady of the < onrt as the mistress

of his heart, to whom he was taught to refer all his sentiments,

words, and a( tions. The servi( e of his mistress was the glory

and occupation of a knight, and lur smiles, bestowed at once hy

affe( tion and gratitude, were held out as the recompense of his

valor. Religion united its inthience with those of loyalty and

love, and the order of knighthood, endowed with all the sanctity

and religious awe that attended the priesthood, became an object

of ambition to the greatest sovereigns.

'I'he ceremonies of initiation were peculiarly solemn. After

undergoing a severe fast, and spending whole nights in prayer,

the candidate confessed, and received the sacrament. He tlien

clothed himself in snow-white garments, and repaired to the

church, or the hall, where the ceremony was to take place, bear-

ing a knightly sword susjiended from his neck, which the officiat-

ing priest took and blessed, and then returned to him. The
candidate then, with folded arms, knelt before the presiding

knight, who, after some ([uestions about his motives and purposes

in recpiesting admission, administered to him the oaths, and

granted his request. Some of the knights present, sometimes

even ladies and damsels, handed to him in succession the spurs,

the coat of mail, the hauberk, the armlet and gauntlet, and lastly

he girded on the sword. He then knelt again before the presi-

dent, who, rising from his seat, gave him the "accolade," which

consisted of three strokes, with the flat of a sword, on the shoulder

or neck of the candidate, accompanied by the words

:

'•Tn the name of God, St. Michael and St. George,

I make thee a knight. He courteous, valiant

And loyal."

Then he received his helmet, his shield and spear ; and thus the

investiture ended.

Freemen, Villains, Serfs, and Clerks.

The other classes of which society was composed were, first,

freemen, owners of small portions of land, independent, though

they sometimes voluntarily became the vassals of their more

opulent neighbors, whose power was necessary for their protec-


