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eluded to withdraw without allowing him to suspect

their presence, for the Chilkats have no love for white

men. But for Nel-te and Amook they would have

succeeded in this, and our travellers would never have

known of their dusky visitors, or the chance for escape

offered by their canoes.

If the fur-seal's tooth had been able to speak just

then it would have said, * I am disgusted with the ways

of white people. In their hands I am treated with no

respect. They lose me and find me again with indiffer-

ence. They even give me to children and dogs as a

plaything. How different was my position among the

noble Chilkats ! By their Shamans and chiefs I was

venerated ; by the common people I was feared ; while

all recognised my extraordinary powers. To them I

am determined to return.'

With this the fur-seal's tooth, which was at that

moment dangling from Nel-te 's hand, gave itself such a

vigorous forward swing that Amook was able to seize

the buckskin thong, which immediately slipped into a

secure place between two of his sharp teeth. As Nel-te

attempted to snatch back his plaything, the dog sprang

up and darted from the open doorway.

At that moment the Indian who had inspected the

cabin was jaot disappearing over the beach ridge. At

sight of him Amook uttered a yelp, and started in pursuit.

The Indian heard him, and ran. He sprang into the

canoe, already occupied by hia fellows, and shoved it off


