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blood in my veins, I could freely have spilt it all at the 
command of my Lord and Saviour. The tempter told me 
it was vain to pray. Yet, thought I, I will pray. But, 
said the tefnpter, your sin is unpardonable. Well, said 
I, I will pray. It is no boot, said he. Yet, said I, I will 
pray ; so I went to prayer, and I uttered words to this 
effect : Lord, Satan tells me that neither Thy mercy nor 
Christ’s blood is sufficient to save my soul. Lord, shall I 
honour Thee most by believing that Thou wilt and canst, 
or him, by believing that Thou neither wilt nor canst? 
Lord, I would fain honour Thee by believing that Thou 
wilt and canst. As I was there before the Lord, the 
Scripture came, Oh ! man, great is thy faith, even as if 
one had clipped me on the back.”

The waves had not wholly subsided ; but we need not 
follow the undulations any farther. It is enough that af­
ter a “ conviction of sin,” considerably deeper than most 
people find necessary for themselves, Bunyan had come 
to realize what was meant by salvation in Christ, accord­
ing to the received creed of the contemporary Protestant 
world. The intensity of his emotions arose only from the 
completeness with which he believed it. Man had sinned, 
and by sin was made a servant of the devil. His redemp­
tion was a personal act of the Saviour towards each indi­
vidual sinner. In the Atonement Christ had before him 
each separate person whom he designed to save, blotting 
out his offences, however heinous they might be, and re­
cording in place of them his own perfect obedience. Each 
reconciled sinner in return regarded Christ’s sufferings as 
undergone immediately for himself, and gratitude for that 
great deliverance enabled and obliged him to devote his 
strength and soul thenceforward to God’s service. In the 
seventeenth century, all earnest English Protestants held


