
MARCH 14, 1922 39! 19

HON. MR. PROUDFOOT

PERSONAL STATEMENT

On the motion to adjourn:
Hon. WM. PROUDFOOT: By leave of

the House, 1 desire to say a few words of
a personal nature.

As sorne of you are aware, I was
appointed to this House by the Union Gov-
ernnient, and sat on what is known as the
Government side of the House. At the late
election that Governient was defeated, and
following its defeat the present Govern-
ment, pursuant to the ternis of The British
North America Act, appointed a Speaker
for this House. They also, according to
customi, went a step further and appointed
a leader of what is known as the Govera-
ment side of this House. The niembers of
this body stîli following the customi, have
changed from one side of the Bouse to the
other.

The Senate is to niy mind an indepen-
dent body, and the members should not be
tranielled with allegiance to any party
inside or outside of the Bouse. 1 trust the
finie is not far distant when the resuit of
an election will not mean the shifting of
seats £roni one side to the other by meni-
bers of this Bouse. In the last elec-
tion in which qI ran I did so as
an Independent, being opposed by a Liberal
and a U. F. O. During the time I have
had the honour of being a meniber of this
I-ouse, 1 gave the late Governrnent
an independent support; and I continued
that support at the last election. As
stated, I stood by the Union or National
Liberal and Conservative Governient in
the late election. Since then its only
change was in dropping the word "National"
and restoring the old naine, the "Liberal
Conservative Party." Everyone who bas
read Canadian history knows that this
nanie was first used in Canada when the
coalition Governnient of 1854 was fornied.
It was known as the MacNab and Morin
Administration, and was composed of six
Liberals and four -Conservatives. This
nanie was used niore or less until the for-
mation of the Union Governient; and now
that narne disappears and the title
of 1854 is restored, lit is simply a con-
tinuation of the Union Governient under
a different narne.

As stated, I gave that Governient an
independent support. It was defeated.
Such being the case, I think it would be
an ungraciaus act on niy part at this. stage
to leave theni. If I did so and took a
seat with the Liberals, those who were un-
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friendly to me in the Liberal ranks niight
very weIl say, "H1e ran to cover at the first
opportunity on the Liberal Party secur-
ing power."

When I reached Toronto at the end of
last week I found that the Toronto Daily
Star, under the head of Ottawa news, con-
tained a statenient that I had decided at
the present session to throw ia niy lot
with the Liberals and to sit with theni;
the Globe also contained a staternent that
1 had given niy allegiance to the Liberal
party; but, much as I would appreciate
being fully in accord with niy old political
frîends of many years' standing, I arn not
at present prepared ta go that far. I at
once wrote the following letter to the
Globe:
To the Editor of the Globe:

On my return to Toronto my attention was
drawn to, a photo of myseif (Friday issue), and
below it a statement "'that I had given my
allegiance ta the Liberal party, etc." This state-
ment is flot correct. I have flot given my alleg-
lance ta the Liberal party, and have no Inten-
tion of dolng Sa. In the last electian for the
Local Hause I ran as an Independent. 1 was
appointed ta the Senate by the Union Gavern-
ment. 1 gave that governmeot an independent
support. I have always feit that the Senate
should be an independent body, and lntend ta
continue that attitude.

When the Senate resumes on Tuesday next,
I will fully deflne my position.

1 would like you in your Manday issue ta
correct statement you made in as open a man-
ner as it was published.

W. Proudfoot.
Toronto, Ont.

A sîmilar letter was written to the
Star.

The Globe published this letter la its
issue of the lSth, but so far as I can learn
the Star did not. I do not see that with
any degree of consistency or fairness any
tther course but the one 1 have taken was
open ta me.

I arn infornied that it is the intention
of the Liberal-Conservative party at an
early date ta caîl a Dominion-wide conven-
tion of that party. When that convention
meets, if it is deterrnined that the party
will go back ta its old alignnient as the
straight Conservative or "Tory" party, I
reserve ta myself the right ta consider iy,
position and the course I shall then take.
In the meantinie I will pursue the course
I niapped out when 1 detached myself fromn
the Liberal party-that is, an independent
one-and in doing so I will treat froin that
standpoint all measures which corne before
this Bouse, no matter frorn what side they
corne, advocating and supporting -what I
believe ta be la the best intereste of aur
comanon country.,


