
[Negotiitions.

of the British Isles, no country takes
as large an amouniit froi theom as we
do. This ioinoran luin ws comploted
on the 27th of A pril and was inno-
diatoly com-n niento.l to Mr. Fih . It
was referred to the roasary Djpat-
mont for examnli nation, and remaincd
in its handb for sovoral wes. lIts
fats anl figr-es were el eve-
aintned and their ac ttracy acknow-
lelged fully ani frankly. From that
timo thore was a m:ticièt improve-
mont in the inpressious as to the char-
acter of Canadian commerre, of such
porsons as took the trouble to reai
the mtrnorandum, and theso were not
a few; aid the progrre of the n(crego-
tiations was sensibly acceleratod. The
attention of the United States public
press was aroused to the importance
of the question, the nrits of the pro-
posod Treaty were thoroughly c u-
vassod, and, though sovorely criticizod
by the Ult.ra-Protectionist organs, I
have no roecollection of nny sinilar
measure being recoiveil with such
general favour by the leading papors
of the Republic as was accorded to our
projet. In Now York, the Tr umne,
Hlerald, Times, W Er, Eveningq Post,
E:rpress, Journal of Comnerce, Graphie,
Mail, and many other leading ex-
ponents of plblic opinion, all declared
in favour of a now Treaty; and in
Boston, Chicago, St. Loi is, Cincinnati,
and other great citie«. the unaniiity
of opinion among the leading journals
was equally remarkable. I cannot
pass froin this part of the subject with-
out referring to a charge that origi-
nated in Philadelphia, and was
ochoed far and wide over the Conti-
nent-aye, oven iu Canadiai journals
-that this unanimity of the press was
obtained by the corrupt use of Canadian
public money. The charge is utterly
without foundationl-it lias not a
vestige of truth to palliate its concoc-
tion. (Hear. hear.) Not one shilling
lias been spent illegitimatcly to pro-
moto the negotiation, and a final an-
swer to this and all similar charges is
found in the fict that the entire cost of
the negotiation to the people of Canada,
including all necessary disbursoments,
will amount to little more than four
thousand dollars. The negotiations now
went on from day to day; the sovocal
clauses of the projet wero discussed, al-

te rat ions suggested. modifications adop-
te, ; the diaft Treaty, as it now
stands, submnitted fbr the approval of
the throo Governments; and all that
reined to iake it ready for signa-
tire was the clear definition for custom-
houso purposes of soino articles in the
frec lists; and thò correction of the ap-
pearance of amibiguity iii the wording
of one or two passages. It had been
uînlerstood that Congress would be un-
able to adjourn before the end of July;
but unexpectedly the determination
wasi arrived at to adjourn ou the 22nd
of J une, and that day was near at band.
The Seeretary of State suggested that
ihe draft Tioaty, as it then stood,
should be sont down by the Presidont
of the United States to tho Sonate for
advice, and il ftvorably entertained by
tliat body, tho necessary corrections of
larguago could bo made and the Treaty
fornally exoeuted. It was of course
for the United States Government to
judge as to the mode of obtaining the
sanction of the Senate, and the plan
suggested was adopted. Tho draft
Tectyonly reachod the Sonate two
days before the adjournment of Con-
gress, when it was quito impossible to
discuss and docide so largo and compli-
catCd a C gue4ion as its adoption invol-
ved, amT tie consideration of it was ac-
cordingly adjourned to the next ensu-
ing session. We como now, honorable
gentlemen, to the consideration of the
several provisions embraced in the
draft Treaty as transmitted to the Se-
nate by the President of the United
States. And lot me say to you, very
frankly, that I do not stand bore to-day
to contend that the conditions of this
bargain are more favorable to Canada
than to the United States. On the con-
trary, I believe that in a commercial
treaty between a peopie of forty mil-
lion souls and one of four million, it
is alrnost in the nature of the thing
that to the larger country the greatest
advantages must accrue. But greatly
advantgeous as this Treatv must be to
ouï- friends across the lins-if it ever
Sgoes: into operation--thero is enough
in it, I venture foarlessly to assort, to
set the wheels of industry in motion on
titis side the linos, and to give a new
i mpotus to the devolopment of oui groat
nai ural resourcos, as would amply con-
pensate us for all the concessions we
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