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Speaker's Ruling
ri. member's argument persuades his colleagues to the To deterniine the seating arrangements for those memberslie seeks, then the House will have to give new who do flot belong to a recognized party, the Chair follows theo the Chair. order of their seniority as elected members.

[English]

Speaker and the guardian of the rîghts of minorities In considering the NDP's request, the New Democrats' re-idividual member, I remain fully aware of the grave quest that they be seated together and that their leader be grantedities of the Chair in this regard. Indeed, an analysis of thc rank due her as a Privy Councillor, I was struck by a phraseo months shows that a member flot belonging to a of Uic hon. member for Winnipeg Transcona. Explaning thcparty has participated almost every day during thc timing of his point of order he stated:rved for members' statements and, on the average, 1 tiiought it was appropriate for the House to becone acquainted wih itscifr day during question period. The House may be afe th unprecedented upheaval of the Iast election.t I and my deputies pledge to continue to do every-
n to facilitate the fair and active participation of each I applaud the wisdom of that comment. The Chair lias madeUic work of tic House. every effort to accommodate members fairly in the present

iew niltera acion y lte Cairwoul mak a situation. Having now been your Speaker for some five months,dep atefrom thacrrttion of ou Car ulesar ad 1 have received various representations from menibers of Parlia-tey ae fotvted overprtto of las r deca e s an ment and their constituents on Uiis matter and 1 have carefullyý e Uic e sevtofle ous, bi thel cate As canot revjewed Uic precedents. For example, on September 24, 1990,J thposera nt ofteprei1 btev must 1 cnotc at page 13216 of Uic Debates, Speaker Fraser noted on a rulingnpoeaw onteted io bto mes atuni h dealing wiUi seating arrangements that Uic Speaker can exercisesis UiwcoChaiue to iatstom what, ifay some discretion in these matters. He stated:
shes the hairto t ke.i also think members hould nderstand that as your Speaker , 1 have so ne'W adres th twoothr mater: Ui of discretion in dealing with the riglfs of every person in this House who is in aýw ddrss he woothr mttes: hedesignation of nùnority position. 1 think vie bave a gseat tradition of protecting lthe rights oflnembers 0f the New Democratic Party and Uieir mninorities. and 1 can assure te hon. inembertat lte rights oframuorities wilI be;eatcd togcUier. protected by te speaker in a way that is fair and equitable for ail other

memnbers
Ineniber for Winnipeg Transcona complained Uiat 1(55flot designated, as it should be, as a caucus on Uiche 35
of Uic Chamber. He presented conies <if çeqtino>

113U> Ur


