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Oral Questîions

Through our missions abroad, wc have asked thc governînents
of those cauntries ta assure Canada that the International
Code rcgarding the respect for thc rights of emibassy staff in
these countries will be observcd; that therc will bc no violation
of il. Wc have tried to take precautionary measures in this
regard, and wc also have contingency plans for evacuation
should that becorne necessary.

With regard to the second question respecting minority
groups--the han. member mentioned specifically the Baha'i
group-wc have not made any plans to try to evacuate or 10

bring here a specific group such as the Baha'is; and we have
not, at the request of the central office of the Baha'i faith in
Tchran. made any largely overt mnoves 10 try to direct attention
tossard them because of their fears that thcy rnight, as a resuit,
be Iaokcd upon as soure kind of group cxprcssing the opinions
of western countries and, as such, becorne more fiable lu
persecut ion.
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Mr. Yvon Pinard (Drummond): Mr. Speaker, 1 have a
question for the Solicitor Gencral. Given the fact that ail
nmajor construction prajects in Qucbcc are at a standstill that
is the crude rcality and that these projeets include at lcast
thrc penitentiaries. could the Solicitor GeocraI explain to the
House why hc has put a stop to, the construction of these threc
institutions and tell us swhat is happening indeed to the
so-called penitcntiary construction programi in Canada?

[liiig1ishi
I-on. Allan Lawrence (Solicitor General and Nijoister of

Consumer and Corporate Affairs): Mr. Speaker, first of ail, I
arn not so sure that ail] public works in the province of Quebec
have becn suspcnded. or the construction of thern. But in
relation ta the penitentiaries building pragram. when I arrived
on the scene I was not convinced that the proper statistical
base hadl been found respecting the forecasts of the future
inrnate population. not only in Quebec but acrass thc wholc
country. A temiporary frecie was put on the building prograrn.
\We are about ta lift parts of it, cspecially in relation ta some
parts of Quebec where I think tl s quite essentiai that 'se gel
on with building sone of' the institutions.

* (1450)

Translation]

CONSTRUCTION 0F INSTITI TIONS 1N DRL UMMONIaVI1LIi V\N D
\IIR BLI i\TL OI RLS( MITION

Mr. Yvon Pinard (Drummond): Mr. Speaker, given the fact
that thrcc weeks ago Correctionai Service Commiissioner Yeo-

manis confirmed before the Standing Committee on Justice

and Legal Affairs that in thc iast budget the gavernomenî had
[Nii MzaeDonjId.]

enough fonds for the construction in Drummondville South
and in Nirabei of institutions designed to replace the aid
Saint-Vincent-de-Paul institution; considering that thc cam-
missianer confirmed that the construction of a medium secu-
rity penitentiary in Drumnmondviiie South and of a maximum
security penitentiary in Nirabcl was stili one of the priarities
of' the Correctionai Service of Canada; and finaliy in iight of
the fact that the Minister of Suppiy and Services, who is a
mnember of the inner cabinet, announced the construction of
these institutions in Drur-nmondviile last Saturday. can the
Solicitor Generai confirmn that the Minister of Supply and
Services rendercd was perfectiy right and tell us at what
specific date the work is expectcd ta resurne in Drumimondvilic
South and in Nirabel?

[Englislî]

I-on. Allan Lawrence (Solicitor General and Minister of
Consumer and Corporate Affairs): Mr. Speaker. simpiv
because fonds are available ta build these institutions daes not
necessariiy mnean that they shauid bc buiiî. 1 apologuze if the
hon. memiber didf not understand mie, but what I said was that
1 was not at ail convînced that the statistical base was there-
when I took over office-in respect of' what institutions wcrc
required where and in what part of the country.

That doubt is bcginning ta be resolvcd by the emergence of
a brand new set of statisties. Announicenients have been made
by the previaus administration. As a matter of fact, 1 think
there wcre four different. camprehensive total building pro-
granis announccd over five years by the previaus administra-
tion.

1 kil IF ON (ONSTRI (liON 0F CEIRTAIN INSTITUTIONS

Mr. Maurice A. Dionne (Northumberland-Miramichi): Mr.
Speaker, rny supplementary question is directed ta the Souici-
toir Geocrai. Couid he tell the House if the expected iift on the
freeze of' construction of penai institutions wiil appiy ta the
proposed medium security institution in Dorchester and the
maximum seeurity institution in Renous?ý

I-on. Allan Lawrence (Solicitor Gencral and Minister of
C'onsumer and Corporate Affairs): Mr. Speaker, as soon as a
decision bas been made, that decision wiii be annaunced.

NORTHERN AFFAIRS

i O DN( F MANNITOBA INDIAN BROTIIFRHOOI)

Mr. Rod Murphy (Churchill): My question, Mvr. Speaker, is
ta the Minister of' Indian Affairs and Northern Developnient.
In light of the severe difficulties that the Manitoba Indian
Broiherhood finds itself in at the prescrnt tinte. and in view of'
the fact that the fedierai departirrent has eut off funding ta the
arganizatian. with the resuit that staff members are iosîng
their jobs and the organization cannot aperate at the prescrnt
time, wili the miinister immediately reinstate funding ta the
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