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ask the Prime Minister wbicb of the two options the govern-
ment is going 10 choose.

Right Hon. P. E. Trudeau (Prime Minister): Madam
Speaker, witb regard to tbe financing aspect, 1 repeat to the
bon. member wbat 1 told the press conference ibis morning,
that is, that I ar n ot aware of tbe particular provisions on the
financing and 1 would defer 10 the minister on tbat.

As to the staiernent that tbe pipeline is indivisible, 1 disagree
with the hon. member. There is nothing in the act which says
it is indivisible. On tbe contrary, tbere is a section-section 12,
1 believe-wbicb permits it 10 be divided, provided certain
guarantees are given, and it is tbe nature of those guarantees
whicb the governmeni is presently expressing in order to
determine whetber or not we would let one part go abead wbile
waiting for tbe other part 10 be terminated.

Mr. Broadhent: Just to be very clear on the subjeci, let me
point oui that it is true ibat the pipeline may be divided in
terms of the period of construction. But it is equally clear, in
terrns of the legal advice given to the National Energy Board
by its legal advisers, tbat in terms of tbe guaranteeing of tbe
financing before any section can be buili, tbe financing of the
wbole pipeline bas 10 be guaranteed. Tbat is tbe crucial point.
1 sbould like 10 ask the Prime Minister if be agrees wiîb tbat.

Tbe language whicb 1 read out in the first question is
unarnbiguously clear wbere it says the financing of tbe wbole
pipeline must be provided before commencement. "Pipeline" is
defined as being a pipeline from Alaska 10 the American
border. Does tbe Prime Minister agree, tben, that before we
proceed wiîb tbe pre-build, a total guarantee bas 10 be
obtained for the financing of tbe wbole pipeline?

Mr. Trudeau: Madam Speaker, 1 just answered tbe bon.
member ibat on tbe problem of financing, 1 arn afraid 1 cannot
enlighten bim any more than I was able 10 enligbten tbe press
conference this rnorning.

Some hon. Members: Oh, oh!

An hon. Member: Find out.

Mr. Trudeau: Wbat is tbe bon. member bebind tbere
saying? Tbey do flot feel well over tbere, Madarn Speaker.
That is flot our responsibility. 1 am trying 10 answer tbe bon.
member. 1 do flot know tbe answer on tbe financing.

An hon. Member: Find out.

Mr. Trudeau: 1 will.

Mr. Broadbent: Madam Speaker, the people of Canada, 1
tbink will be more iban a little disturbed Ibat tbe Prime
Minister, wben be is discussing a project wbicb may cost $22
billion, admits-two days before tbe cabinet is 10 make a
decision on this matter-that be knows nothing about tbe
financing of il. Tbat is an incredible admission.

I should like 10 ask birn if be can assure the House ibat if
the interpretation is as 1 bave outîined il, as tbe legal advisers
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bave suggesîed 10 tbe National Energy Board is tbe correct
interpretation, after be-tbe Prime Minister-finally does bis
hornework, will he assure us that we will elîher have a debate
concerning an amendrnenî in the legislation or be will not
proceed with tbe pre-build?

Mr. Trudeau: Madam Speaker, the answer is predicaîed on
tbe legal advice whicb the hon. member says was given 10 tbe
NEB. 1 admitted ibat 1 ar nfot aware of ibis aspect of tbe
question. 1 will do, as the bon. member calîs il, rny homework.
1 arn sure the Mînister of Energy, Mines and Resources, wbo
is at present, 1 believe, in Saskatcbewan tryîng 10 see 10 the
implernentation-

Some hon. Menibers: Oh, ob!

Mr. Trudeau: Now il is the Tories wbo are a littie bit ilI
because tbe minister is in Saskatcbewan. As 1 told tbe hon.
member, 1 arn sure tbe minister will be able t0 answer the
question. 1 amn sorry 1 ar nfot, but 1 will inquire.
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LEGALITY 0F INCREASE IN PRICE 0F PETROLEUM PRODUCTS

Hon. Bill Jarvis (Perth): Madarn Speaker, my question is
directed to the President of the Privy Council. wbo I arn sure
sbares the concern of ail members of tbe House witb tbe
unhappy, unsaîisfacîory events of last Friday in wbicb tbe
Minister of Energy, Mines and Resources deali witb raising
tbe ceiling under tbe Petroleurn Administration Act. 1 believe
certainly il was flot done maliciously-I do flot make Ibat
accusation-but likely it was done very misîakenly. Now il
appears very doubîful that the 2.5 cents per gallon tax on aIl
consurners of petroleurn producîs is illegal-

Mr. Baker (Nepean-Carleton): Is legal.

Some hon. Members: Ob, oh!

Mr. Jarvis: Is legal; 1 arn sorry. Given that situation, is tbe
President of tbe Privy Council privy to tbe advice of the law
officers of tbe Crown in ibis regard? Can be inform tbe House
wbether that legal opinion indicates that the measures taken
lasi Friday are abortive, in a legal sense, leaving tbe goverfi-
ment open 10 tbe obvious rernedies of any citizen of Canada
who bas been subjecîed 10 tbat tax?

[Translation]
Hon. Yvon Pinard (President of the Privy Council):

Madarn Speaker, ibis point was raised lasi Friday during tbe
debate on procedure. Tbe Minister of Energy, Mines and
Resources bad unsuccessfully sought ini our Standing Orders
some provision wbereby we could bave inîroduced this new
levy withouî offending the opposition. Madam Speaker, you
banded down a decision t0 tbe effect that everytbing we had


