
48 COMMONS
The Address-Jl1c. Bennett

As far as the iegi.slation based upon it is
concerned, it must bc witbia the memnory *of
mcmbcrs of this bouse that I said if the
temper of the bouse indicated a willingness
to proceed witb the legislation before adjourn-
ment 1 thought it wvas desirable to do so, but
1 bad no desire to push it forward; for in
this instance I look upon the governmcnt as
being -but a trustec cbarged îvith rcsponsihility
in connection with a great proporty. Carry-
ing into effeet the suggestion madc by the
pre-Âdent of tie Caniadian National Railvays
at the tim-e, w.c appointcd a commission con-
ssing nlot ail of Canadianis, one of thcm being

one of the mest, distinguished organizing brains
ie Great Britain, Lord Ashfield; another the
president of a railroadi, small in length it is
nrue. but regardcd as one, of the foremost
railway execuitiv-es in the United States, Mr.
Loree. These gentlemen, with Canadians, con-
stituted a commission which arrived at a
unanimous report. ML\y duty then of course
was to submit te this lhouise in a concrete form
tlîat the bouse would bo able to undcerstand,
the recomniendations and suiggestions made,
nlot as a party measure in the narrow sense
of that tcrm, but that as wve, cbacged with
enorinos responsibility in regard to :soine-
thing that thr-catens the very financial life of
ibis country, et the rate of' $5,000,000 per
month, miglit determine wbiether or nlot the
rcommrcnda tions ani the suggestions of the
<-oinm1s7-Ion couid bc carried into effeet. After
tie o bose bas arrived[ at a definite conclusion
witb respect to the report 1 thought it de-
sirebie tilbt tlie bîill sbouid be ready so tbat
the bouse nigbt procced to enact tihe legisla-
tien if in the jud-nment of the house it will
nîcet tbe difficulties ive bave to meet. I
thougbt I had made it reasonably elear the
otber day tbit tbere ivas no desire on our
part to do otibeî' than cet as the medium
tbrougha wbich tbe report of t.be comm.ittee
could bac mcde availahie te tbis boeuse in the
form of a concrete meastire, nameiy a bill,
wbicb rcprcsented the recommiendations un-
aninîously madle 'by thoe commission.

A., far' as the St. Lawrence w aterwîay is
concerned, tbe rigbt lion, gentleman is some-
wbat vague in bis observations. We have
peinted out that in tbis in.tance tbe treaty
whieb bas ýbeen signed and laid upon tbe table
of the bouse is to be adopted by tbe United
States before it is submitted to t'bis pachia-
nient. If tbat is not a reasonable precaution
te, take under the circtunistances, I will stand
cen."ured.

Mi'. DUFF: Tbat is settled, tbey will nover
adopt it.

[Mr. Bennett.]

Mr. BENNETT: I arn glad tbe bon. gentle-
man is so satisfled of tbe excellence of the
arrangement made tbat be tbinks tbe otber
party to it will not adopt it. At cny rate,
leaving that for tbe moment, I mîîke tbis fur-
tlier observation; wben it ivas said that it
ivas at v ariance w itb the Winnipeg platform I
think peiliips the boni. gentleman and tbose
who apîplauded bini are not fully aware of,
or bui e, not stcîdirdc as, eaiefully as iiex' sboulu,
thc ex oisions of the document in question;
for it proî ides chat tbe riglits (if this counry
are so seeuiîc tbat if at any tinie 'vo desim-e
[o 'onstriict a canal ail on ouîr own tecrrtomv
M"e 111,1 do so, notw~itb4tandiiîg the p)rovisions
of the treaty. But bai ing regard te existing
conditions the prov isions aire that tiiere sboulil
ho a lock on eitber side, so that it cannot be
said tbat supremacy lîad been a icldcd eitber
te oîue couîntmy or the otber. Anîd furtber it
was tbougbt. as tbe engineers rcported in days
gone lix anîd as [bey repor-ted mîor e recently,
thit if tlue work ivas to ho proceeded. wit'h
w'îtbîn a icasonahie tiîîîe [be provisions wiîli
i'u ct hocionuin t ho rapids in iibe inter-
niatiîonal section by two ulaîîc w-a tue inost
econonîical and safest, anîc the one tbat corn-

iiidl itslf o t le juchenient of tecbnical
exp)erts as being tbe siundest. But provision
bas heeîî madle as I bave inuiicated. Anci
ivîbat is miore, the sovereignty oft' [ls country
witb i-c>p,(t to, every inc'h of soul and eveîv
drop of ou toc it niov. possosses bas been c-
Il'CaI ic iuts entirety.

As far as thle pensionis inatirr i- concerneul
I oîîly de,'ire te nuake [lus observ ation; the
[u'nsions couinait tee that sat ini 1930 was not
a partisan comnîittce. It was composed of
mnbecr, frona hotb sides of the lieuse, princi-
pally nien wbo bad servoci in the forces. It
lias heen said tbat thie workiîîg of [be Pensions
Act which resultcd from the report of that
coniittee lias net heen entirelx' satisfactoru'.
In ordnr [bat [bero nîigbt be the fcîilest pos-
sible opportiinity te ascortain the views of
1hose m-ho are most directly concerned, a
uonu1mittee ivas set up by order in counicil
iincer the chiarniansbip of the lion. M\r. Justice
Rinfret, who witb a biglu sense of pcublic seir-
vice expiessed a w'illingncss to bead tbct coin-
mittee, ani wbo is giving sucb excellent service
[o the satisfaction of ail parties conccrned.
Tbe endeavour is [o prevent sometbing that
tlîis liue in timcs gene by bas expressed
itself as desirouîs of preventing, tbe attempt
teo make it appear that you are my fî'iend, not
sonieone else, and [bat the dispas sionate find-
ings cf a committee composed of mon who
ar'e dîcectly affected as far as [he admîini-
stration of tbe act is concerned, presided over


