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ly nmade by the financial papers and finan-
cial authorities of foreign countries in the
best position to speak on this subject. 1
have said before that we were in at least
as good a position as any other country
outside of the great United States, 'which,
of course, entered the war a good deal later
than we did; but the duty of re-asserting
this fact bas been removed from my should-
ers by the frank admission that appears in
the Speech from tbe Throne. My hon.
friends, wbo a short time ago saw notbing
but darkness and ruin ahead of us, and
talked of annexation with tbe United States
as a resuit of the country's position, just
in a few brief bouts discovered that flot
only was*my dlaim correct, but that they
could go furtber and say that the posi-
tion of Canada is better than that of any
other country. Now that tbey are in office
they make a wider and stronger dlaim
than I have ever done. May I congratu-
late my friends upon their newly found
faitb in tbeir country. These conversionF
are splendid> It does one good to see doubt-
ing Thomases wbo are quivering and quak-
ing, afraid of annexation and ail kinds of
bogies of tbis kind, turn round, wben tbey
attajin the ministerial benches, and f rom
gloomy doubters become valiant upholders
of their country's position. Again I con-
gratulate tbem. I admit tbat I was amazed,
althougb I ougbt not to bave been, because
there were aposties and emissaries going
out telling tbem. how awfully mistaken tbey
were in what tbey bad been saying, and
that after ail tbe financial newspapers knew
more about tbe question than tbey did and
were perbaps worth beeding. And so the*
gospel of optimism was commenced. I
sbould not be surprised, because I notice
that on December 22, my bon. friend the
then member-elect for St. Antoine (Mr.
Mitchell) -and be is a financial autbority,
Mr. Speaker-was talking on tbis very
question, and I find tbat he is reported in
the Gazette of December 23, as having
said:-

The Urne had corne for turning away from
the dark side of things, that 1t; Was well to look
away from the sombre tinte shown during the
campaign and with the aid of a strong Immi-
gration policy, work together for the deveiop-
ment of Cgnada as a unlty, and flot as a coun-
try made up of easternisma and westernlsmn,
was the message which Mr. Waiter Mitchell,
M.P.-elect for St. Antoine, and late provincial
treasurer, gave to the Commercial Travellers
at the annuai meeting of the Dominion Com-
mercial Traveilers' Association, held at the
Windsor Hotel lest night.

"Do flot believe in the dark pictures we
painted for you during the election,'" lie said
amIdst laughter. «II would have painted them

majority wouid be too b.g."

So it is, Mr. Speaker, and I ougbt flot
to have been surprised that my bon. friend,
financial critic and authority as be is, had
started this great work of conversion of.
the Liberal party from pessimism as far
back as December 22. 1 congratulate him
upon his success.

In the course of bis speech my bon.
friend the Prime Minister (Mr. Mackenzie
King) ventured into a calculation as te
the popular support given this party, whose
defeat he was se cbeerfully gloating over,
and upon whose defeat-now that he is in
his seat-I freely and sincerely congratu-
late him. Why, he said, if the majority
of the votes only were considered we-the
officiai Opposition-would be given merely
22 seats. Well, I would bave thought that
in the case of what I believe to be the first
Canadian Premier holding office witb a sub-
stantial minority vote, the hon, gentleman
would have found it just as convenient to
say nothing about that matter. But per-
haps he is rather proud of tbat position.
It is quite true we were not dealt witb very
kindly. Personally, I think we got flot
only the worst of the figbt, but I believe
we got worse. treatment than we merited.
But let us see bow this works out.

0f a total of 3,121,844 votes cast in the
general election-I cannot vouch for these
figures, but I believe they are correct-
1,296,123 were cast in favour of the Lib-
erals, representing 41.53 per cent of the
votes polled. My hon. friend talks about
the mi.nority candidates returned. Why,
this is entirely a minority Governmp.nt. and
if bis principles are correct, he should re-
sign from office. It would be a dreadful
thing, of course, to borrow some of the
language used by him on a previous oc-
casion when he talked about usurpation by
a minority of the rights of the ma4erity,
but his language seems to be applicable to
the present situation. The Conservative
vote was 9-71,502, or 31.52 per cent of the
total, while the Progressives with 769,387
votes polled 24.64 per cent of the wbole.
I should like to give niy hon. friend the
member from Marquette (Mr. Crerar)
credit for drawing my attention to this
question. I was chaffing. him for flot
undertaking wbat seemed to me to be bis
absolute duty in tbis House as officiai
leader of the OnnQsition 1w reason of the
fact that bis party had a considerably
larger representation than we had. He
said t< -me: I cannot follow you In that


