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that knowiedge of the affaire of this coun-
try which 'would enable him intelligently
to cast his vote either in f avour of the
Government or against the Government, or
in f avour of one candidate or another. Ie
not that reasonable? That ie the view the
minister very properiy took in 1915 when
he provided that there should be, residence,
but here we have a Bill which enables men
who, te ail intente and purposes, are
foreigners, te cast their votes in Engiand
or in France in any one of the constitu-
encies cf this country and in respect te the
election cf a candidate in a constituency
in which. the parties are pretty nearly
evenly divided., They might thus have a
controlling influence, and their votes rnight
decide the election against the votes cf
those who have remaîned at home as well
as cf Canadian boys at the front. That je
an injustice cf the worst possible kind te
the people cf Canada and te the Canadian
soldiers whe have gone te the front.

This section le most objectienabie in other
respects. Men who have flot gene te the
Iront, men who may have enlisted in the
Royal Canadian Navy, miners, boys cf fif-
teen, sixteen and se onl Up te twenty-one
years of age who may have enlisted as mid-
shipmen in the Royal Canadian Navy, will,
under this section, belong te that clase who
will be entitled te vete. That is aise un-
fair. This Bill gives oppertunities for
fraud, for enabling men te contrel elections
whe ought net te be permitted te centrol
thema as against the votes of the mass of
the general public. Such a section ought
net te be in a mleasure cf this kind. The
Minister cf Justice may say: Men wiil net
do anything of that kind; these whe have
charge cf the electionýs will net de that. If
hie thinks that le the case, he je very inno-
cent.

I arn scrry te say that the ordinary politi-
cal machine in this country-and 1 de net
charge this entirely against the Conserva-
tive party-will leave no stone unturned te
carry an election, and this Bill presents the
greatest oppertunity which any party mach-
ine couid possibly desire. It gives te those
in contrel cf the machinery cf gevernrnent
a meet unf air advantage, and one which
ought net te be given. My hon. friend has
suggested that as these who corne te this
country and jein the Canadian Expeditien-
ary Force are prepared te flght fer Canada,
therefere, they should be given the epper-
tunity cf veting on the question, whe shall
carry on the gevernment cf this country?
And my hon. friend said that one cf the
great questions with which they weuld be
familiar was the question whether we should

have cemipulsiory military service in this
country or net. But doe my hon. friend
ferget that there are many other questions
upen which the election which je about te
be held ought te turn? Dees he ferget that
there are questions ceonnected with the con-
duct of the war from its very beginning
dcwn te the present time which the electors
cught te censider, and which ought te be a
conitrolling factor in the issue? Does he for-
get that when our beys were sent te the
front at the commencement cf thie war,
they were sent without machine guns with
which tbey could defend themeelves, and
that in the eariy batties theusande of our
boys were shot down whe rnight have been
saved if they had been preperly equipped
with machine guns? iDoes he forget that
cur beys were sent te the front, equipped
with a rifle which they found te be ineffi-
cient? Does he ferget that the excuse which
was made in this Parliament wae that the
failure cf the rifles to werk was due te the
defective ammunitien with which they were
suppiied? Dees he forget that there are
ether questions connected with the scan-
dalous waste cf public money in connectIen
with the supplies -which were purchased
by this Govern.ment? Does he forget
that ail through this war from the hegin-
ning te the end everything bas been car-
ried on from a partiean standpint-
frem the standpeint cf hew much patrenage
ceuld be given te the Censervative
party and te the Censiervative machine

â hreughout this country frem the Atlantic
te the Pacific? Does he net think thai,
these questions ought te be considered by
the electerate cf Canada? Dees he suppose
th-at the&e non-residents who have lived ail
their lives in the United States and other
countriea, everi theugh they be British suib-
jecte, are faiiar with ail these questions
te the extent that the Canadian boy at the
front or tihe Canadian elecýtorat-e at home ls
farnihiar -with them? These men surely
could net he expected to be familiar with
allthese questions. The seund principle i.s
that whicli was adopted ini the Act of 1015,
te giv-e the vote te those only -who have
been residents cf Canada for a certain per-
led, and *who, can fairly be classed as Cana-
dian citizens and interested ln the proper
governent cf the Canadian people.

I ami serry te have been obliged te make
these remarks. I have great respect for
my bon. friend the Minieter of Justice. I
thought that this Bill had net been drafted
by him. I thought it had been. prepared
for hirn hy others cennected with this Gev-
ern-ment, and thiat he had introduced it per-


