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ate out of existence. It was evident, at the could not help herself without incîdentally
time of the formation of Manitoba, that its benefiting the other provinces te the west.
boundaries were only temporary. It was Manitoba sbould be treated as she
felt that it would never do to make a has been. We ail at this distance
checkerboard of those Northwest territor- of tie appreciate the efforts made
ies and multiply provincial governments; by the bite Sir John A. Macdonald in
and during the first legislature of Manitoba bridging over the great commercial and
applicationwas made to this parliament for geographical weakness of this Dominion; 1
the extension of theboundaries of the prov- refer to the vast expense of wilderness be-
ince and for further financial assistance. tween the towns and villages of Ontario
Mr. Alexander Mackenzie turned this ap- and Quebec and the fertile plains of the
plication down, for the reason that the west. A beit of iron ias thrown across that
northwestern boundary of the province of wilderness, wbich was the first link that
Ontario had not been defined. In 1881, how- was forged. Ve appreciate too the policy
ever, the boundaries of Manitoba were ex- of Sir John A. Macdonald in ruthlessly dis-
tended. It was known at that time that the allowing railway charters for unes running
boundaries had not been defined, but it from Manitoba in the direction of Duluth
was believed and expected by nearly every and Chicago. He was determined that the
one that the northwestern boundary of the channels of commerce should be worn wide
province of Ontario was the meridian and deep before our railways sbould be
which cuts the junction of the Ohio and subject ta canpetitian and our trade direct-
Mississippi rivers which, if produced north- cd towards American ciies. We realize the
ward, would cut the northern shore of Lake wisdom of that policy now. There was
Superior to the east of Fort William and ierce opposition to the disallowance of those
Port Arthur. At once there was a confliet of charters at the time, but we now appreciate
authority. Both Ontario and Manitob-a that it was for the benefit of the province
claimed jurisdiction over the disputed ter- and the wbolc Dominion. But, Sir, there are
ritory. A reference of the dispute was made other bonds which bind together the prov-
to the Privy Council. Manitoba had hoped inces of this Dominion more firmly perbaps
she would have all the Lake of the Woods, that the steel bands of a railway, and that
Thunder Bay and Rainy River country is the knowledge experience and the
from which the province of Ontario has satisfaction that every province bas been
reaped rich revenues in timber dues and fairly treated by this Dominion, and
mining licenses. But the decision of the that there bas been no discrimination,
Privy Council was against Manitoba, the no penalizing, no suspicion even of
boundary between the two provinces anyt1 îing of the kind, because that
was declaredi to be the line running xould bode no good for the Dominion.
north from the northwest angle of the That seems to have been fully recognized at
Lake of the Woods, making the territory of the close of tbe last parliament, for we find
Manitoba 73,000 square miles, which is not that on the l3th day of July, 1908, the right
one-third of the size of either Saskatchewan hon. the Prime Mînister moved a series of
or Alberta. It was thought, at the time of resolutions with reference to tbe Manitoba
the formation of those new provinces, that boundary, which resolutions conceded the
it would be an opportune time to increase right o! the province of Manitoba b the ex-
the boundaries of Manitoba and settle for tension, and the rigbt hon, gentleman, in
all time the whole question, by making support o! those resolutions, spoke in these
the three provinces as nearly equal in words:
size and importance as possible. Mani- Te case of Manitoba seems to be particu-
toba was turned down. The provinces Iarly pressing. Manitoba bas the srnallest
of AlIerta and Saskatchewan were created territory cf ah the western provinces, and
and were given a reasonable financial it is a natter of public nutoriety that there
assistance for their development, and is in Manitoba a sentiment of disappointment,
I have no doubt it is being wise- almeet akin to irritation, that the province
ly expended. But there is no reason why has not been as liberally endowed as the ad-
the province of Manitoba should not have jaining provinces of Alberta and Saskatche-
received the same treatment. Manitoba did wan, which wore carved ont of territory of
the pioncer work in the early days wien 'hicl the boundaries cf the province of
it was a question whether or not agricul- Manitoba could have been iacreased. We aIl
ture was a profitable occupation in that sympathize with tus sentiment and there is

counry.Mantobns ver liingin ic no reason that I can see why this desire forcountry. Manitobans were living in the
Northwest and Manitoba was there as a increased territory should not be gratified.
province when it took the price of The rigit hon. tic prime minister there
two bushels of grain to transport the admits tiat there is cause for irritation,
third bushel to market. Manitoba solved and that that cause bas not been removed.
the transportation problem. She mort- Weil, if it be fot removed tbe irritation
gaged her future for the purpose of get- may dcvelap inta a chronic sore. into posi-
ting reasonable rates and running lines] tive, absolute iostility, and if there be any
of railways all over the province. She reason for it, must there not bc delin-
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