
[COM3IONS]

which hie alowl e4 for the rnt- f a liali for nomi-
nation . I know t hat last nioliination iiàn myriding.
the retuirning otieer. thriuugh economîy. I presme,
hired a very siall place. lhere was a very largce
atteul(anUe an d we r-e uniider the necessity 4f
engaing tle opera house and paying Slofoi- it
4r'Iselv es. It is itterly imossible to get a build-
ing obf suttitient siZt ize to% hali the crowls at n14ominilia-
tion. for so( saiiall a sum1 as -M

Mr. CAMEFRON Huron>. I think the lhon.
gentleanîaî is corect. lIn countv towis thet court
house~ is i.enetral uised, but in othier ridingis where
there is 10 public -building it i impossible to obtnin
ai hall for 4. We ,eneraly pa more tlanî that
for a political meetinl. The prvision slioub.lbe
-- ot exceed1ig SS." I did nlot tho roughly îunde-

stand wîhether it is proposed to pai the returninbi
othicer :2 for eact oill.

Sir .10HN THOMPSON. He will ret-eive a
mîjinimum of SCM, andi 2 fotr each poll above *.
li there are30 jipolis. he will receive t'M: if there
aire 40 polls he ill receive 880.

Mr. CANI FRON tHuron). I do. no t object to the
inlcrease proposed if there is a iuarmlteet that the
returning! tties ii wi illeme aipalelv of discharg4-
in, their duies. ani vill dischlairgi thein. I know
in theo election of 188 the returniii ofiieer inl my
count wvas aî main wlho1 d0id niot so aeit, and it wa's
proibx'ed tt bring severaîl actions against him for.
several violationsi of the law. Stuclh. lhowever.
wtbulli have been uness. for while judguments cOuld
liave let-în obtained. lie was ai main without neans.
At theL st electioii in mv own riding a similar
observation miglit apply. li more thant ore ridinlg
mei were aîppointed without mueanis, aînd no mîîanl,
hiowever grievously the law is violted. eau thet
he reced except for a criminal offence. Under
the election law it is very ditticult to get at a re-
turningr otti-cer crimiiinally, and so practicallv as re-
gards violations of the law, which soietiiies are
gross violations. it is onlly by civil action. and it is
useless to bring a civtil action against ai mlan ofî
straw. I prefer to increasei te fees if men of res-l
ponsilbility are appointed to positions of that kind.
If the MIinister would conpel these returning
offieers to ienter into sureties for the proper dis-
charge of their duties it would lhe a ste) in the right
direction. The (Governmnent should miake it a con-
dit ion of their appointiment that these officers
should fultil the law, and the G*ove-niment should
take sonie guarantee that the law will be carried-
out and their dluties lonestly discharged.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. We discussed this
subject a good deal when the House had before1
it the proposition to alter the law respecting
returning officers. The natter will have to stand
over for the present. The leader of the Opposition j
suggested the advisalility of having peruanent I
returning otficers, and perhaps that wouId be an
improvement. We decided to consider that. su«-
gestion and various other suggestions made, inclul-
ing one froin the lion. member for Bothwell ini
regard to the returning officers' sutficiency as
regards property. I think, however, we eannot
undertake, in regard to either of these Bils, tof
do all that is required to be done in the opinion
of individual neinbers by way of anmendment at
this session. We cannot undertake to do more
than compete the outline of this Bill this session.

MrV. ethow.

lr. VATSON. I agree with the pruposed in-
creasue of the fees. If a mllan, occ-upies the very
responsible position of returning otticer. he should
Ie fairly paid lbut I would urge that omly respeet-
able imien shoumld lbe seectedi tf discharge thse
duties. This is not only imnportanmt with re)ect 1
discharging his own duties honestv. lbt also in
reard t good and proper instIriOn to i-

ieand selet.ing eticielit detis. I haîve
known several cases at different poils l ni y owvn
coutyllît wh ere deputies emihyed m 18 aind1 lSS.
haîve lot t tiis d'ay been uaid for their servi.es,
antd tley had lto v iyout disi ursements amoiut ming.
in imanyi ases, to el or 1.. The Goverment
sioldll see to il tiit the retturninmg! oflicers are it-
mnen ot straw. lut potssess some- mie anis andii air aliei
t. give security foi- ca rrymout the duties imposed
on ilem. Unless stbmetling of tiis kinid is exacted.
the ;'v-ermnîîent; shouild not inerease the ees l:but
its w-ell worth while inreasing the fees if we
have a 1:u1aratilee that the mi receivin the
aippi mltmientls wii llive~ some11 security thiat te
will disclhare their dutites in Lr0nal faill.

Sir .J0HN THOMIPSON. I hope the lion. gentl-
iman is not di- the impression thait the tees
generali1 are leilg increa1sed. OuV i the larg-
onistiuncies will there lbe ayiv chagit. anid il i ;in

thiose coustituencies we havre hadt tr-lili'ie in
obtainiing suiabl persons.

Mr. CAMPBELL. Unieri the provision made.
the fees wili be largely ineased. ini miv wi count
at least one-lhalf. Thei-e are 4 poils. anîd ithe
returning otticr vill reteiveS94 instead of 1<'. aundi
l'.? ents for each mîile tr-aicell inîste-ad o'f lleents.
Som'le provisii should lbe îm aîde to ilcrease the fee-s.
lhait ait the sunle lime the returiiing ottice-trs shoubt
le tompelled tu give security for thlie due perfor-
naxce Ot their duties. Il mainy- cases the ottiers

aire men of staw. If tley ake an error. either
wilfully or niegligently there is no way of recovering
anything from them. The returninig otthicer hias
also the aîppointmenît of his deputies. He shuild

e lield acontable for wiat thbev do. It is hardly
fair le should have the aippoinent of 47 deputy
returinîg otticers iin one cotnty adtl ntot le lield
responsible for their conduct. This is not a party
question, aînd we want to see gorod miiei appoinlted
whether thev lie Reforimers or Conseîrvatives : men
who will nitestly and faithfully carry out their
duties. 1, theref&re, tliink that the reurninrofficer
should lbe a uma Uof soine substance, who would be
responsible for his appointiments,

Mr. (HAPLEAU. The law savs that tie lists
can be certitied by the Queen's Priiter, the Clerk tof
the Crown in Cihanct-ery and the revising officer.
That is the law untder, the F-anchis, Aut of 189).
The e-rors upon which my hon. friend fron Both-
well -Mr. Mills) reniarked do not depend at all
upon the Queen's Printer. Far froi it. Thev were
ufo-tuînately the result of erors comaitted by
the revising otfieers, which a new systei adopted
this year will prevent. i have to add lto the re-
nîîarks of the hon. gentlenuu who just sat down,
that the returning officers are probably the hard-
est worked and the worst paid otfieials in all the
service. I agree that they should be men who have
a standing in the community, and I nay add that,
except in very rare occasions has it ever been com-
plained, by the most exacting of the Governments
opponents, that they were men of straw. I agree
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