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occurred or what did not occur in the Legisiature of Ontario. was written under the circumstances to which I have referred.
Well, Sir, time and again have these circumstances been dis- The hon. President of the Council bas said that he as won
cussed and the facts been stated, but time and again have bis seat, and that baving won bis seat lieis ussoilzied from
they been repeated. The President of the Council has ail charges. I know of none Ihat have been made against
appealed to one election, when ho says be was elected not- bim except that ho knows bis colleague. But certainly
withstanding the accusations lie made against the Minister those who, like me, bave had cast so wantonly at tbem the
of Railways. Well, I am not sure that it was not a point aspersion that they vere looking about for constituencies
in bis favor that lie made thom. However, the hon. gentle- which they might bribe to thii
man appeals to that election as a proof that he did right- occasion, retort ou the lon. gentlemen the enquiry whatthe
I do not know vhether in making or in rotracting the Gloucester election cost. The lon. Minister of Agriculture
accusations. If I wished to use a s'milar argument, also intervened, and declared that my conduct had been sucl
I might refer to half-a-dozen elections in whicb, as to cast discredit on myseif and party. li and tbe hon.
whether as a member of a Government or a party, Minister of Customs alike made great complaint of my
I have been successful; but I do not choose to appeal havingin some two or three cases, I forget the exact num-
to them. I will simply shy, as I did ou a former ber, ot, voted, and in some two or thrhe other cases voted
occasion, whon the hon. Minister of Railways made a witho ha gentlemen opposite. I sppoe that in the differ-
similar accusatiou, that the statement lc makes is utterly eut circumstauces in kwhich these abstentious or irrgular
without fouiidatiou in fact; and I wvill add, as I did thon, votes took place, whea I voted with the hon, gentlemen or
that if there be, if you can inform me of any more strong did not vote against them they tiought they wocre right in
and cogent forn of deial consistent with parliamentary the propositions they advanced and which they thon sup-
usage, I wish tob e undcrstood as having used that form. pored. If it was m t misfortune ither to disagrecuwith
As there are bore, however, some hon, gentlemen who were them or to doubt, surely it is hot a thing for either grave
flot present the last time this subject was discussed, and or serions commentary. Surely I could not be hovery
who nay lot be aware of the circumstances under which wro g in their viCw whon i wads so close to them. But I
the letter, or rather the note, the bon. gentleman bas will say now what I have said, on former occasions. whnm
referred to was writtn, I will state briefl-though not at had the vonor of occuping the position of leader of tbe
ail with the hopenthat that slander wili cease to ae party, long ugo to my followers, what have repeatcd to
circulated because of my statement-how far, by a per- my followers since, that I have neyer ask-ed or nover will
version of the facts and the dates, the bon, gentleman ask from any man who does me the honor to follow me,
deceives bimsolf by lis refereuce to that note. The facts any closer or stricter allegiance than I arn willi1ng myseif
aire briefiy these: On a cer-tain day-J cannot ýat this to give to another man.C I ar n ot willing ', i n auy case
moment recolleot the precise day of tho wcek-the Tren watover, to ask a follower to vote contrary to the

ndure of the Local AdministrationsOntiaro liad declared in conviction of bis duty, and arnnot willing myshf on any
the Local Legislature bis rsignation of bis office, Ho had occasion, to vote contrary to my convictions of my dity.
declared that ie had osined because lie was conviced byThe on. Minister of Agriculture used varot earsh words
repeated votes whicr oad been uiven in theirousetha the about me. Ho said Iendeavored to tp up my hon. friend

overnmenthad osththe confidence oft.e country,and thats from Lambton, to belitte him, to undermine hn, to in-
it wasf ot consistent wit l the principles of constitutionaltIae aroaiostchim-that did dirty things. The bon.
a wovernment that tey should longer protract the struggle, pa r of Customs said I was wot content until Iliad
or attempt to retain office. The Governmont wever, d id obtained the position whihav nowv occupy. I moet those
protrant the struggle, and the debate continued. It was statements with the San e absolute and unqualified denial.

eiver on the following day or the day after, shorty afaer I absolve any person, whoever ho may b, or wliatever
the iouse opened after dinner, that the Treasurer came to station ho may occupy, from amny suppoed or implied obli-
me-wto was at that time the defacto leader of the rouse, gation of conadence or silence. I ca l upon any person, who
saving contro of its deliberations of Oaving a majority at can estabih any suc imputation, to come forward and Say

my back-and said to me: Mr. Bluke, I have been attacked what le knows. Those who surround me bore know that I
for my action in announeing i y resignation, and I tend did not crave or desire, that I do not tonday covet, the position
to speak before this debate closes. Do you tirik it which. I an occupying. They know that I did Aeot intrigue
will close to-night If you do not, I would rather for it; that it bas never been the object of my aspirations at
Got speak until to-morrow." I said to Mr. Woodu:ntr Myy,1; and that if I now fil it, it is because they dehirem tshould
opinion is that the debate will not close to-naglt.' continue to do so. I amditLtheir service willingTy as one.of
At a later period-an hour or two later-I perceived temselves; but I have always said to them, as say to you
sign oft e debate collaping; and aving made that state- in this huse, psatIan very unwillingly, indeed, ut their
ment t e sr.Wood, and he sitting in is seat, r waying service in the place I no bold. The bon. Minister of Cus-
apparently on bis elief that the debate would hold over tii toms is noet content with referrine to the circumstances
the next day, I scribbld on a shat of paper the words: which have attended i y occupying bis place, but said that I
You bad botter speak now," and sent it across the floore, anderrined the position ofmyoron. friend Mr. MeKellar also.

the fo asen Mr. Wood, who, aving red these words, tore Why I was responsible for bis aving herd that position,
up the paper nd cast it aside. Some adheeinteof on. having mysef proposed the appointme t of Mr. MeKeltar as
gentlemen oppositeand it lbas always been credited to a leaderofthe Opposition in the Ontario legisature. I procured
prominent adherent-pickod it up and usrd it. bis appointment f om my fiends, a d wen tbe change

An hon. MEMBER. Out of a spittoon. was made it was Mr. MoiKelltar imsetlf wo called bis friends
togetliei in my absence, witlout my knowtedge, and asked

Mr. BLAKE. Yes, I believe it was- eut of a spittoon. of them tliat substitution which ho afterwards communi-
That is the state of the case. It is clear and simple, and caied to me and requested me as a favor te accept, and we
effectually disposes of the accusation them;on.sgentleman have always been on the most cordial, intimate and friodly

is made against mec; and yet I have ne doubt that it thrms ever since. What did, I did not merely wit bis con-
will continue to be repeated, with the false staternents sent, but at bis rquest and instance. I have answred, as fur-
as te the dates and times, and the notion that Iltad oas I coutdgater tmithe personal charges made againstme.
"rranged withter. Wood to make hie resignation speech, I trust have not interminged with those answers muc

when His resignation speech had boen made either one or acrimony or acerbity. bl trutb. I have been inurd t those
two days before that paper was written t adbt, od when it charges. They bave ben se ofton repeatod tt the pain

Mr. BL.XZ.


