® seafarer means any person who is employed or engaged or
works in any capacity on board a ship to which this
Convention applies;

€3] seafarers’ employment agreement includes both a contract of
employment and articles of agreement;

(h) seafarer recruitment and placement service means any person,
company, institution, agency or other organization, in the
public or the private sector, which is engaged in recruiting
seafarers on behalf of shipowners or placing seafarers with
shipowners;

@) ship means a ship other than one which navigates exclusively
in inland waters or waters within, or closely adjacent to,
sheltered waters or areas where port regulations apply;

G shipowner means the owner of the ship or another
organization or person, such as the manager, agent or bareboat
charterer, who has assumed the responsibility for the operation
of the ship from the owner and who, on assuming such
responsibility, has agreed to take over the duties and
responsibilities imposed on shipowners in accordance with
this Convention, regardless of whether any other organization
or persons fulfil certain of the duties or responsibilities on

behalf of the shipowner.
2. Except as expressly provided otherwise, this Convention applies to all
seafarers.
3. In the event of doubt as to whether any categories of persons are to be

regarded as seafarers for the purpose of this Convention, the question shall be
determined by the competent authority in each Member after consultation with
the shipowners’ and seafarers’ organizations concerned with this question.

4. Except as expressly provided otherwise, this Convention applies to all
ships, whether publicly or privately owned, ordinarily engaged in commercial
activities, other than ships engaged in fishing or in similar pursuits and ships of
traditional build such as dhows and junks. This Convention does not apply to
warships or naval auxiliaries.

5 In the event of doubt as to whether this Convention applies to a ship or
particular category of ships, the question shall be determined by the competent
authority in each Member after consultation with the shipowners’ and seafarers’
organizations concerned.



