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Executive Summary 

— Canadians "invaded" Afghanistan

— Canadians are acting unilaterally or iinda thedinection of thQU.S, forces; 

— Canadians are uninvited and unwelcome in Afghanistan; 

- éanadians are'fighting a risilyz tide of civilian resentrnenl. They are engaged in conotipt 
with  Afghan civilians as well as 	the insurgenÉ..:y movement; and 

— Canadians..are aggressors in the curnent dorifliet; 

Articulating a more tangible lzbénefit for Canadians that..conneetswith Cruiadians.7 sense Of 
identity of themselves in the international arena; 

Countering an increasing trend toward instilaritY and an friciewl-looKing focus. This is a 

particularly worrisbine liublic 'opinion forCe particularly irran cra which calls for increased 
global gensitivit-y anchmulti lateral coOperation as the economic power base shifts in favour of the 

Sino-Asi an -continent; 

Taking ownership of the issue and clenionStrating,a sense'ofiespOnsihiliry toward  the Afghan 

 people to -O- verconic the perception that'a war in this "remote"-part-of the world is "D.Ol GUI 

i ssue;  

Shifting percept-ions of the.Cariadian military and redefining the rOle'ofpeacekeePers; 

Outlining-the fuLlscdpé Of Canada's invOlvaineht, eSlabliShirigand reinforcing the intersection 

between arid importance of diploniaC.-y, development and securiUy .activities; 

Battling  the current`overlay of public cynicism whic h pemieates perceptions of many 

government initiatives• and general inis'trust of the media. Conihined, thesephendméria inalpe it 
extrenielY difficult te . en gage  an open and reeept-ive public audience; and 

Denignstraring tangible progress, 

C. The.Broad  Communications Approach 

There . is a need to communicate in a balanced- fashion, employing' a Cone ,that. is 

Optimistic — refleclive ..ofthe:progreSS Étidatc;. 

libpefid — undencoting that Canadians. Will continue to support the  esire of the Afghan for an 
Unproved quality of life; and 

CautiOuS — lionesrabout uhé risks involved and the commit ment to  see the . misSion.through, 

Participants tended to question all of the facts and.inforination put in front of thew. This; reÉlects 

the-increasingly sceptical public mindscl espiaily with respect to communications from the 

GoVernment ofCanada..whiCh they tend to View as painting e very one-s:ided piciure . orevenis. 
ekarnples-iethe successes and the .failures as well as an  hou est . aSSessnient . of the ongoing 


