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formation about such services in the summer of 1970.
Co-ordinator of the task force is 22-year-old

Patrick Esmonde-White of Ottawa. The task force
staff of three works out of the Canadien Welfare
Council office in Ottawa and its co-ordinating com-
mittee of 18 represents 14 Canadian cities from
Victoria, British Columbia to St. John's, New-

of the

Mr. John Turner, Minister of Justice, and Mr.
Jean Chrétien, Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern
Development, in a recent joint announcement, said
that a lake measuring75 square miles in the Keewatin
District would be named after Justice Sissons, who
died in July last year, to commemorate his many
historic court decisions which set a new pattern in
establishing justice between the often conflicting
cultures of the white man and the Indian and Eskimo.

In his book Judge of the Far North, Justice
Sissons said that his constant aim in bringing white
man's law to the Indians and Eskimos was "to estab-
lish their rights on the basis of their own customs".
To the Eskimos he became known as Ekoktoegee,
"The One Who Listens to Things".

He was first appointed in 1955 as the first judge
of the Northwest Territories court and served in the
North until his retirement in 1966. During these years
his area of responsibility covered a third of Can-
ada's land mass and he often flew thousands of miles
over f rozen tundra in adverse weather to bring justice
to the people.

Judge Sissons Lake lies in the silent barrens of
the eastern Northwest Territories and is located
about 75 miles west of the settlement of Baker Lake.
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