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copper concentrates i Rungue, near Santiago. This plant specializes in the processing of concefitrateS with
high arsenic content and produces arsenic trioxide as a by-product.

For the past 4 years Refimnet has been processirtgconcentrates froni Compaftla Minera El lndio, which
bave a 10% arsenic content, and dust from the Ventanas electrofilter with an arsenic content of approximately
3%. Ini August, 1988 Refimet completed the construction of its new smelter at La Negra in the Second Region
with a US$ 8 million investinent.

Refimet's technology for concentrate treatnient with high arsenic content was developed by the
company itself, with the aid of the Centro de Investigaciones Minera y Metalùrgica, CIMM. The procedure
used is roastig i a multistory fumnace, especially designed for and owned by Refimet, in which the arsenic
content is transformed ito a stable element tliat is non-soluble in water and non-pollutig. Clean, processed
concentrates typically contain 0.25-0.4% arsenic which is acceptable in an>' normal smelter.

11.2.13.12 Qulmst - Privately Ownd.
Sociedad QuIm-icaMetalùgicadeTocopilla S.A., Quimet,a subsidiyof CompafiaMieaToopila,

inaugurated a high - purit>' - copper - cathode processing plant in 1991.
The site, located one kilometer south of Tocopilla, processes 100 tons of cathodes per month and

produces 99.98% pure electrolytic copper. It has a capacit>' of 6,000 tpy.
Çru-4nA.mA Minaw2 TnrnfnilIa nlçn Pvfr;i<'t andi nrocesses sulfured and oxidized covxper mnerals and


