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o, 63/8 Statement by Dr. John Stewart, M.P.,

Acting Chairman of the Canadian Delegation,
in the Plenary Session of the General Assembly,

December 5, 1963.

b «s.Canada has a deep and continuing interest in the work which has
tsen done and is being done to further the cause of human rights throughout
H € world., This interest has been heightened by our membership on the

uman Rights Commission; and we attach very great importance to its work,

°F this reason, I should like to explain why Canada voted against the
Tesolution which has just been adopted by this Assembly.

. The United Nations, in dealing with the many problems which require
its attention, must operate within the limits of the resources of people, time
aNd money at its disposal. In order to do this, this organization must
®stablish effective priorities and abide by them. Failure to do this will only
redQCe the effectiveness and productivity of our efforts. The General Assembly
decideq to give priority in 1964 to the World Conference on Trade and Develop-
Ment. This conference will greatly increase the tasks of the already overburdened
Secretariat in preparing the massive documentation required. Moreover, the
Provision of staff for conferences has become a crucial problem. Consequently,

€ Secretary-General considered that the number of meetings in 1964 should be

®pt to minimum.,

= T and Development will require the conference
facilitiesTgsafiggfzeggergevzagsr an extended period of time, Additional
pr?blems have been presented by the proposed alterations at headguarters here,
ich will reduce considerably the facilities available for meetings and place
N increased load on those in Geneva. FOT these reasons the Secretary-General
3Sked whether the Functional Commissions might not cancel their meetings in 1964,
into account the views of the Secretary.-

® Economic and Social Council took $ ¢ :
€neral and adopted a calendar of conferences for 1964, which did not include a

Meeting of the Human Rights Commission.

. d the Secretary-General in his attempt
Can has consistently supporte 5
b Teduce theag:mbgr of meetings in 1964, and we have endorsed the calendar of
“onferences which the Economic and Social Council adopted. We go not consider
tary-General to make his appeal has
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thanged siﬁuizzin xgen the Third Committee was considering this issue, the
x ’

° - A/C.3/L.1144, reiterated his hope that the
Cretary-General, in Document /C.3/ > omic and Social Council would be

g the desire of some delegations to.have a draft convention

°n racial g:szgg;§§:i?2n ready for consi?eration bydth:hzlgisgenph session of thig
SSembly, In order to have this conveptlon p?epare ’ ey OTIC and Sgcial

WG11 his now i Aekbd BT TEVATOS 1 BE decision Teaas tag a 1964 meeting of the

MY Riohes Copptasion: - Bur VieN, Ghis ek Ted thensW1th°Ut paying
ufficiegt regard to the proader considerations Whl‘l : € Secretary-General to

il e the Economic and Social Councl O approve it. We believe

d e to affect adversely the operations of the

th ; q uences will b s

Unzt the 1?ev1t§b1e ﬁo:s:geas, which are equally important to the needs ang

as .ed~8atlons a4 Otfeus put particularly of the less—deve;oped countries, It jig
Pirations of all © > ve have voted against this resolution,
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