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inhabitants know'well how to work on John Bullis
sasceptibilities and Ichaverseen nothing finer'din
the way of advertising than ,... the sushing accounts
«svoadmirably adapted to createsa-beliefothat the
true land of promise.is to be found there at: lasts
With such soil to till, and among such Queen
worshipperss; the distressed British farmer-would be
in bliss. wOf course, they who choose can believe all
that .o Foromy-part; I know of only onec-Province in=the
whele Dominionts=’thatiof-Ontarios ''It 18 the only.
province'jasza shrewd land: jobber said tolime! onece, !
‘!where youican lend money on land with-any Hope of ever
seeing your own again'.: Asofor- the Country as’'a wholej
it is poor and-isccrushed withi/debt. : The!Supreme:
Government owes about thirty-five million pounds
altogether-and every province has its separate debt, as
. also'has almost every'collection ofi shantiesccalling’
itself a ' 'City'.  The Provincenand citydof Quebec are-
,L1bothe notoriously bankrupt; and thellatter was obliged to
cogo to’Paris withrits- last loan| probably-because nobody
would lend it here. Last year the country had the.
»benefitoof 'asgood crop; and-a good market here, soithat
Jitrddidraslittle better; but generally: it has thard work:
7050 make both ends meet-and often couldn't. Nearly: every
yearnit comes: for a new loan or two and once it is o
fairly committed to making this new railway I see nothing
socbefore it but bankruptey. cWhile the-monéy is being
2o spent all will:go well ‘enough perhaps, but inithe: end ‘the
Dominion will have to g0 into liquidation.  It-amazes 'me
s tthatoitsistocks stand where they doas things are,; but if
oopeople-took trouble to'look beneathothe surface, prices
orowouldibevery-different; oneof these days when the load
gets too heavy, Ontario is pretty certain to go o over-to
the States into which it dovetails, and where its best
ntrade outlet is. When the: day comes, the *Dominion' will
cdisappear. -With'the contingency ahead and withothe~~
10 oprospectoof another fifty million pounds or sé to-be
‘Lradded ‘to the debt, can it becsaid that the Canadian '«
ToGuaranteed 'Four Percent arecworth their present price?®
This 'Dominion' is, in short, a 'fraud’ all through ‘and
is destined to burst up like any other fraud iy

_ Tnis is how Canada looked to one outside observer:
at the-beginning of my own lifetime.  We sometimes feel we=have

clridifficulties todayy butiin the face of that kind ofopicture,

the risk is rather that we may become too self-satisfied.:

r t oWe are going to face formidable 'difficulties in the
) nruture, and we will have to-surmount-them:as we have surmounted
the difficulties of the pasty if this nation is-tocrealizecits
destiny, ‘'which I believe is quite different from the "bursting
‘up®ofsthe-Dominion or the:going over:to the United otates by
Ontario predicted by ﬂLondon Teathts

One of the things whloh is uppermost in all or our
minds in 1953 and is exactly the opposite of :any grim prospect
»is the Coronation’of our-beloved Queen and the belief of many
of us that that event will 'servecto strengthen the members of
our Commonwealth and the links which hold us together.

ne : There are, ofe course, local situations in partscof
the Commonwealth which appear to divide some members from-others.

But the real link among us is our common ideals, our
memories of associations in the past and our convictions that



