| Volume 8, No. 23

June 4, 1980

Canada Weekly

i~l

Ottawa, Canada

E K. s
o_':ergy substitution program to reduce
| Muse, q

¢ NOrRAD agreement extended, 3

g Ref“QEE worker reduces costs, 3

” I'“"*s'mwm climate more optimistic, 3
i Mayors study foreign policy, 3

0 R"p"”'entative to United Nations, 3

0 | Garbage fertilizes farm land, 4

Qug
i A bec votes “no’” to sovereignty-
. OCiation, 4

B¢
* tests natural gas cars, 6

‘nv 5
ot | "*®tions for sale, 6

Unj

UL ; i
of g,w;f‘étv signs agreement with Islamic
ana s

o s dian Armed Forces women to
,) | We at Sea 6
o | .

oy
S of the arts — exhibit, film, prize, 7

g Newg briets, g

E'eve
n

é l;;‘“liery ?gf: ago today... .
f hia“"acqu n Robarts of Ontario and Premier
Pt otorie o Bertrand of Quebec signed an
T Oy Eteement establishing a_permanent
s o By Drovid:" foT.OHtario-Quebec Co-operation
if Qf:}l? anpubhc services in the English and
VY il ouages and education in the two
Plemen Nguages wherever feasible, and to

TN
Ublie sef;an:.sn exchange program between

F

Energy substitution program to reduce oil use

Canada is, and will continue to be, in an enviable position with regard to its over-all
supply and distribution of various forms of energy, said Minister of Energy, Mines and
Resources Marc Lalonde during a speech to the Pipeline Contractors Association in
Montreal on May 15. Excerpts from the speech, in which the Minister announced the
Government’s goal of a 10 percent reduction in oil use within a decade, follow:

_ We have a relatively abundant supply
of electrical energy, a surplus of natural
gas, and we rely on imported oil for oply
15 per cent of our net energy require-
ments. We are a net exporter of energy —
not a net importer — and last year on the
balance of payments we had a $4-billion
surplus on all international trade in

ergy....

s Agtypresent, we in Canada use oil for
about 25 per cent of the total energy
requirements of our commercial and in-
dustrial sectors, and for about 40 per cent
of the energy consumed in the non-farm
residential area.

This rate of oil usage varies a great
deal, of course, from one part of the
country to another, depending partly on
the extent to which consumers have a real
choice among several fuel alternatives.

In Alberta, where natural gas is readily
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accessible to most consumers, oil is used
for only about 5 per cent of residential
and commercial energy requirements. In
Ontario about one-third of total house-
hold energy requirements are now being
met by oil, and the comparable figure in
the Ontario commercial sector is about
20 per cent. In Quebec over half of all
residential and commercial energy con-
sumption is fed by oil, and in British
Columbia the proportion is about one-
quarter in both sectors.

The pattern of energy use which now
exists in Canada reflects historic costs and
the influence of past incentive policies.
At one time, it may have made a great
deal of sense to develop an energy system
that allowed Canada to export large
amounts of oil and gas from the West
and import large amounts of oil to the
East. That time is past. It is no longer in
my view sensible to perpetuate such a
system.

If we were to replace all of the oil that
we now import with energy we now ex-
port, we would still have energy to spare
for the export market.

For most parts of Canada a substity-
tion of oil by other forms of energy now
makes economic sense. For the country
as a whole it has become a strategic im-
perative.

I am therefore announcing...that as 3
general goal the Federal Government
intends to begin working immediately
towards a reduction in the residential, in.
dustrial and commercial use of oil t(; 10
per cent of their net energy requirements

Obviously, this goal can be attaineci
more quickly in some parts of the coun.
try than in others. I am confident, how-
ever, that through the policies I am about
to announce and others that will follow



