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CIVIC JEALOUSY TEACHING CIVICS
One of the drawbacks to civic progress in Canada The schools all over the Dominion have been

is the mean and petty jealousy that some cities have closed for the holidays, and the pupils have dis-
for others whom they consider their rivals. A very persed, some to return. when schools re-open, some
glaring instance of this isseen in a récent paragraph to enter the universities, or business life.
in the "Toronto Telegram", under the heading of They have been learning a great variety of les-
"G. T. R. to Toronto". The, editor of the "Tele- sons, some of whieh will be of actual value, and
gram" says some of whi£h are only aseful for exercising the

Montreal was chosen as the headquarters of mind.
the old Grand Trunk Railway by the London But it seems sad to think that none of the bud-
managers of Canadas pioneer road. Wreck and ding citize-ns have learned anything atall about the
ruin were brought to the Grand Trunk Railway way to govern their own country.
with the help of blunders by the London man- Among the pupils are the future Mayors, Alder-
agers of the system. One of the worst of these men and Councillors of the various municipalities
blunders was the establishment. of the Gr-and of Canada. But they leave school with no idea of
Trunk head offices in the parish of Montreal, -ye what that most important part of any nation% life
P.,Q. is-that is the government which affects the citizens

Of course, the writer of this article may have most directly and intimately, the municipal govern-
m-eant it as a jest, but the satire-as well as the ment.
mis-statement of fact-is likely 'to, produce ill feel- We boast of being a free country, in which the
ing between what should be sister cities. And it
shows the smallmindedness of one man, who wrote citizens govern therns-elVes, and the boast iS Well

such a nasty item. founded. But would it not be wise to train our nis-

The insinuation that the hfadquarters were ing generation as to 'how they are governed, and

merely in a -"pariýsh", and thus the reader would how the government should be carried on?

suppose, out in the country, is a very low piece of In too many cases, the child is taught to féar

w-riting. And the deduction that this was the cause the policeman, who is held up as a bogey, instead

of the failure of the Grand Trunk, is equally mis- of being represented as the friend of every go 1 od

Jeading and untrue. child, and only the terror of the bad one.
Then, too, in the English schools particularly,ý

The reason for placing the headquarters of the the pupils are not tralhed to act as they may have
new railway at Montreal was that that city was to do, by being taught to speak in publie. Our
then, and is still, at the head of ocean navigation, Fre.nchýCanadian fellow citizens are not only natural
and. therefore it was the logical point, where rail speakers, but'improve their natural talent by pro-
and steamer meet. per training in schools. How many of our Eng-

Apart from political reasons, every through line lish citizens can address a publie meeting accept-
of railway would naturally follow the bent of com- ably? And yet the children growing up are thoise
merce, and have its terminals where the oceàn ves- who have to supply publie men as their parents drop
sels would meet it. No other place is reason-able at awayý
all, even if great advantages are offered in other Surely publie education could be made more prao-
ways. ti-cal from the municipal point of view.

The.,çauses ' that led to the failureof the Grand
Trunk are many and various. But to suggest that INTERNATIONAL RoADS CON(;RESS To
the one and only cause was th-at itî headquarters MEET
were- at Montreal, is a piece of arrant stupidity or
knavery. A certain indication that after eight years of

war and upheavaI the world is bekinning to return

OTTAWAS PLAYÜ-»UNDS to a normal state is contained in the announcernont

The report of the Winter Activities" of the that the International Road Congress, which ceased
Playgrounds of the City of Ottawa, je-sued by the operations in 1914 because of the European con-
Superintendent, Mr. Ernest F. Morgan, ha8 some -flict, is. to resume its deliberationà early next May at
ipteresting suggestive items. Seville, Spain. The program for what promises to

There were 11 skating rinks and 7 toboggan
slides, which were in active use for 50 days, no býe the greatest and most important conférence on

stormy days and only 4 mild days preventing their,, highway improvement ever. held has just been re-

Use. celved from the office of the jeneral secretary in,

Ten carnivals ývere held, =d in the latter part Pari&_
of the seawn muaie, provided by means of magna- Thousands of -àelegates representing natýo;na1
voxes, inc1*ý&sed the attendance. . The conduct of and state governments and good roads associations
th=,e trons,.was admirablçI. only two having to be will participate in the Congress, and «change views

: ed.e ý The -total attendance was -233,896, and as the and experiences for mutual benefit. Engliah,

total expense, including new equipment, and main- French and Spanish, have been adopted as the effi.

tenance, wu $10,555M, the cost per capita wag cial 1angu1ýges.
aboutý 4% cents. Canadian delegates will go to -the meeting, de.

Evidently it woo a very economical invetznent termined to bring the next Congress to Canada.1he
fer, the City of Ottawa, not only to provide healthy first Congresa was held, at Paris in' 1908 the sec.
9meise for all, bu-t to keep out of mischief many
whe *dùld'have. fùade'troiiblê, but for the ompa- ond at Brussels in 1910, ane the third at Lôndon in
tion *ffozâodthffl,.
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