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Municipal Finance
JAMES MURRAY. Our Services

1 1 UNIFORMITY IN ASSESSMENTS. At Your Disposal
Two very interesting and instructive studies have re-

cently come into this office both showing the total lack of Municipalities that are COlItemplat-
uniformitY ln municipal assessment, not only in Canada, ,

but within each province. The first study Is by Mr. E. ing the iSSue of Bonds, the investnient
M. Wood, the Deputy Municijýa1 CoMmissioner of Manitoba of Sinking Funds, or any change in fin-
who ln an excellent synopsis on IlAsssesment and Taxation

of Property in Manitoba, MunicipalLt 1 1 es" says.- - ancial POlic-Y, are cordially invited to
"The equalization of the assessment of the several avail themselves of our services as

municipalities ln the Province upon which the annual

levIes of the Municipal Commissioner foi- the require- specialists in-
ments of the judicial districts and other authorized

purposes are basea, Is a subject of Commanding im-

portance.' An attempt 1 was made in this direction a

short tirrre àgo by a boaYd appo;nted for the purpose. M unicipal Securities
On accoiln.t, howèver,'Olrthe utter lack 'Of uniformity

1 .n oa"e«Ments throùghoutý thePrc)vluce asý to value, and

oth-etwise, and, the difficulties encountered la, procur-

Ing satisfactoi-y data, 111 t4e PrelÙlsés, the resuit wM

far from satisfactory or reÀssunng, and It Is My beil4f

that nQ great Impe.overnént is Poulb18 under existing W ood, Gundy & CoMpAny
conffitions. If the law' ýýas t11at ail lalid, both urban

andrural, should be assessed at Its value, and buildings Ilend'offtce:

at a uniform rate, and If this statutory obligation was
faithfully Q P. R. Building,

observed b3ý CàmPetOnt assesllors, the work

of éqyalization would present ý no serious difficulties. Toronto
Without very drastic, changes in the assemment law

as it now.stande, and more perfeet methods are, devised

to replace the presientýhaphazard PMVISIons,'the in-

Justice that many ratepayers throughaut the Province Montreîd Saskatoon

are laboring under at the present time cannoteail to London

continue, Every, effortshould be made to bring about 
New York

changes relating to this mkýst important oubject,

The. séçond ýstvdy, is, publIshed. :hy the Toronto Bureau of

MuýiciPal, eeseýirch under' Dr. Biýittain' ln bulletin form.

The Bureau took 20 Ontario municipaJities as a basi, to

work upon and what It. hu , shown up In the peculiar and

dilfferen ' constructions put on oné l&W by ai many Muni-

èlealitlés Is quite intexesting, . Whgt Mr. Wood and Dr.

BrIttaln are preaeMng toýday, riaMe;Y raore gniformity

and equal"20U -tn Municipal , assessmente others have AAm
ùrxedbêto" In tliezec*luranis, but PoW that.two auch &uý

thoritlea liavèl.tKktb up the Matt« Ger'OuzlY It IËI hoDed that,

sôinething..wlll bé.,.dôm to.,ýbrlng a:bout raore eçiVity and

j21utý uï eur aystexhir of mulitOlDal taxation. Por what ip

true of 01ýtàr1O aý1d'.3ilÛ9tuba.18 equAIWItýrue.,Of eVery other

te Munid
As tel. thg 'be»t methoa ý tO be &dcýtsdtÔ: bring about more paties,

equality of taxation boiÉ. êtu&« 'Urge ceUtralization Of

j>tOvi1ýc!àl ààMikistration, ahd In twî we heartily aîree. 'nftOOn ye&rl Of service to Canadjian
wGuld go fult), MunICIpa2itiei

Not only twj3ý but we ler and urge that from and Inv«tors fn cana_

'thné to tîme such PrOvInrlai adi:nfnWýMtfonm should meet dian M-uniciPal Dehentures en&bles us
wýthýthe tdeaý Of brtngLng ýabOut ËL IlnIfOrm OYstern for the . t» gWe every tacillty to Munielp&lltl
Whole 'of Canada; but that W111 come lh thhe. The main es

-Ôf '" 'advOtýarY Ot'UtIJtGrtý MunIciPal. a88ý«111ent 'in Ùlarketing new issues.

âhoûl(t, be in.'bringlng about an administration for the Our organtzation la repreeented in

ýç1oje of &t lezst as Dr. Brjýtajn puts kthe. principal. tnarkéta of Cangdaý
a ilyb,ýinciâl Bur"u « E-Qu&lIzation.ý .. 1 : ý -1 ý

1 '', 1 ... . . .. Groat' Biit&ln,,anti the lUinitd etates.

':Eýotb Ït4djes M&ke a, podnt of us çffUý1eney, Or othérwis

the aâaàeors. 3 of the Toronto Éureau
Il .eiows tfiai In theà iniMI-MgalitleA 1,U8 appeals Were made

#,ýëln8t Wýich'82Q'were, grantedý This ýORRE8P0NDENCE INVI-r£iD.

d1jeetîýt tËow a »UtftniarlY hý,9h gt'and"d of etticieney 01,
ftie I>ert ýâf the though U 1bust be 8aid that the,

rà&jorlty of'th' ni 8LéR4nýt thL. local incotne,-tàxý

Z-alwayis a dýthcu1t quéâtlon to'toive. 'Êke, positlon 61
"jegeor Is s=etlraýýs a djiMtui , t gnd, always w nelicate OnÉý

lýô2g 'as, goýO« iadgwe0t ýun& 'strict impartialite
no uteud>x auould few t0r' fits''rWing? The ffiare.

OU1tYý la thet Gtslde1ý th*' larft CfflP06 the' eoeitlan of au-
*w4elar bgjlly pwid ý àhd, uýgue-rty 'tgked ý by

hýeý it'n,,ab<iut, but, little 0

in
to 'htuffieijUfflti". The eo la th4

pe j%1ýa 'tý,N inun


