and joined earnestly iu hisfervent and grateful pray
ers. :

The merning of the day appointed for the Ordina-!
tion ot Charles Douglas® dawned propiously. It
was a bright and calin morning' early in autumn,—|
Mary had arrived st the manse two days before, Mrs,
Ogilvie having'at once made arrangements for her ab-
seuce forat least u fortnight, or Jonger ifshe wished
it and Mr,Stewart, who was to preside and officiate]
on the occasiop, came on the preceding evening.|
John Gordon and Andrew Guthrie had also both arriv-|
ed, and were accommodated in the manse. Charles
had Jfassed a sleepless night, occupied in reviewing
his past life, the leadings of Providence, the state of|
Lis own heart and soul, and his preparedness for the
solemn scene before him. With the deepest humili-
ty ot spiritdid bie confess his utter insufficiency for the
sacred office, so far as depended upon himself; but
still the voice within his soul continued: to say,~—
« Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ?”—¢Lord, here
am 1, send me!” In his profound spiritual commu-
niot with the great Head of the Chureh, he continued
engaged the greater part of the morning aloné, im-
ploring and obtaining grace according to his need.
Mrs. Douglas also kept her room a cousiderable time,
her spirit earnestly supplicating the blessing of the
Almighty upon bgr so1.

The hour drew near. The Presbytery came in a
Lody, desirous of testifying their sincere esteem for
their new brother, by their entire presence at his
Ordination. Nearly the whofe population of the pa-
rish flocked to the church, to receive their new minis-
ter. At length the bell poa(l?d out its cheerful invita-
tion, and they began to throng into the sucred build-
ing. The Presbytery left the mause collectively.—
The Minister’s Family followed closely after,, Mrs.
Douglas leaning on the arm of her son, his two sis-
ters walking beside him, John. Gordon and Andrew
Guihrie walking immediately behind. Not a word
was spoken as they moved along, each being too
rauch under the influence of deep feeling, and en-
gaged in solemn awe-inspiring thoughts. A low
whispering sound, like the faint bushings of a distant
Hrook or an expiring breeze un asummer night, spread
slong the sympathjzing crowd in prayers and bless-
ings breathed deeply {from many hearts on the young
minigter and his.dear relatives, as they entered the
Chureh, the latter moving along to the minister’s
seat, while Charles, quitting them, took his place be-
side the members of Presbytery.

‘Phe sermon of Mr. Stewart was peculiarly suitable,
setting forth, in a very impressive.manner, the relative
duties of pastor and people, the even awfully so-
lemn natare of the bond by which they_ were &oon to
be united—a bond transcending the limits of time,

_and involving the interests of eternity. Charles list-
ened with the most profound attention, and the most
sacred and thrilling emetion. Thf_a whole audience
were filled with corresponding sentiments, and hush-
ed into the deepest stillness, as if consciqusly in the
presence of the Searcher of Hearis, the Redeemer,
the Ruler, and the Judge of the world.

i et e then put to C| ' :
The proper questions were P apties quiry of this nature, that a very large number both of

from the pulpit, and were by him satisfactorily an-
swered. Mr. Stewart then came down from the pul
pit, and approached the spot where the Presbytery
and "Charles were seated, Then referring to the
Apostolic practice, wherein it appears that Timothy
svas ordained “by the laying on of the hands of the
presbytery,’, and offering up a fervent prayer, that the
Holy Spirit would set apart and consecrate to the sucred
office of the*miuistry this their brother, on whom
waey now, according to the Word of God, imposed
thelr hands 3 while Charles knelt down to receive it
he laid his band on the young minister’s head, all the
Preshytery joining in the solemn act, and in this pos-
ture continued for a few minutes to lift up 'h.ns voice
in the earnest prayer of strong and holy faith, that
the God of hope, and peace, and holiness, would
Limself hallow and ratify the deed of His Church,
and bless and strengthen, and adors witlrthe spirit of
his office and the gifis and graces of the Holy Spirit,
this -his consecrated seevant] avd the flock over
whow he was thus appointed pastor. He then, tol.
lowed by ali the Presbytery, gave to Charles the right
hand of fellowship, welcoming him as a brother in the
Lord, a fellow-labourer in the vineyard of the gracious
Redeemer,

During.the performance of this sacred ceremony,
the beart of Charles wag stirred to its inmost depths;
and when the hands of the Preshytery were Jaid up-
on his head, had he not mentally prayed to God, and
thus joined in the solemn dedication of himself, he
felt as if his soul would have forsaken it morta} tene-
ment, in the strong agony of his mental emot:ons.

Scarcely less profound were the feelings of Mrs.
Douglag, as she at times gazed on the solemn scene,
at times concealed her face beneath her widow’s veil
and wept ; and the pale countenance and trembling
frame of Mary gave ample evidence how deep were
the throbbings of her hepit, as her swimming eyes

”
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of Liis God and Saviour.

A serions, well-chosen, and carnest exhortation,
was next addressed to both pastor and people by Mr.
Stewart; and after the conclusion of the service
Charles was, at the church-door, met and welcomed
intiee most affectionate manner, by the whole cou-
gregation. Nor were the least fervent welconnngs
those of Andrew Guthrie and John Gordon.

On the evening of that important and heart-stirring:
day, when after family worship they rose from  ther
knees, Mrs.Douglas approached Charles,and grasping
him tenderly by the hand, while her trembling lips
could scarcely articulate distinetly,—

«Now do I feel, indeed at home ! said she; “for
now am I again beneath the roof of an ordained minis-
ter, my own son, and againat the head of a Minister’s
Family ! —Minister’s Family.
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ON THE CONNECTION BETWEEN THE PARENT
AND THE COLONIAL CHURCHES.

. We endeavoured in our last number to trace il

some introductory observations, the nature of that

connection which happily exists between the Presby-

terian Churches in the Colonies and the Parent Church

|in Scotland; and as there is sometimes a very strong

attachment where there is nota complete and insepe-
rable union, we mentioned in the first place the ¢ir-
cumstance of being born and trained up in Scotland,
and in the second place the influence of early, Religi-
ous }iducation,, either at Home or in the Colonicf,
as two very powerful ties connecting many with that
C‘burch_, wkich maintains such a strong hold upon
the affections of our Provincial population.

In the absence of other and more intimate bends
of union, the instructions and the recollections of early
days, become intimately associated with the sentiments
and feelings of more mature years, and exerta great-
er and mgre salutary influence upon our principles
and conduet, than we are at first inclined to admit.
It is pleasing to find warm friends, even although they
should not be actual members of our beloved Ziony!
and some of our most stedfast adherents, and most
liberal supportere, have no closer conneetioiy With the
Church, c“m that which we have now stated. From
various causes, which we do not now step to particu-
larize, they have been prevented from joining that
Church to which they professsto adhere, and mani-
fest only an external respect for an ordinance in whieh
they ought cheerfully and constantly to participate.

3. 1t ought not however to be forgotten, in an en-

the Scettish Emigrants and Native Colonists have
given still more unequivocal and satisfactory evidences
of their esteemi and aftection for our national Charch
than these, and have connected themselves with our
congregations by the closest and the dearest ties.- -
Whilst they feel in common with otherattendants up-
on otir Assemblies, the full force of the obligations,
we have already mentioried, these sincere and devo-
ted persons, have from a strong sense of duty, and
love to their Saviour, after serious self-examina-
tion, with-the full and deliberate cofnisent oftheir own
minds, and with the sanction and approbation of the
office-bearers of the congregations, to which they be-
long, made an open and avowed profession of their
faith, entered into communion with us, asadistinct
and independant Religious Society, and engaged to
submit to the anthority, to attend the ordinances, and
support the Institutions of the Presbyterian Church.

This is one of the most solemn and important acts
of Religion, which a human being can perform, one
of the strongest proafs which we can give of our gjn-
cerity and piety, and implies also an enlightened angd
cordial approbation of the peculiar principles and ob-
servances of that Church, of which we then become
members.

We readily admit, thﬁt in the highest and mogt

true believers at the Lord’s table, as well as in the
observance of the other ordinances of Christianity
is “ with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ,” :

appropriate sense of the term, the communijon of
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sh to encouragze a biind reliance up--
on the external forms of Divine Worship, orcompass
sea and land like the hypocritical Pharisees to make
mere Proselytes to a sect or party.. We have always
believed and taught, that the ordinance of the Lord’s
SBupper, is a spiritual, a Divine ordinance, intended

We have no wi

|for true Christians, in the observance of which they
are admitted to near and delightful communior with

their adorable Redeemer, and required to dedicate
their bodies.and their spirits, all that they are, and all
that they possess to his honour and glory. These were
the leading objects which the Saviour had in view,
when he instituted this ordinance, and these are the
chief ends which we ought always to have in view in
its obzervance.-

But whilst we admit that the principal design of the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, is to promote com-
munion and fellowship with the Father of our spirits,
and the God of our salvation, we ought not to forget
that in this solemn service, we have also communion
and fellowship with each other, the bonds of chris-
tian love are cemented and strengthened; and the
peace and unity of the Christian Church, greatly pro-
moted. Weare considered by this act as giving our
approbation of the principles and forms and obser-
vances of that Church with which we then become
connected, and as binding ourselves to walk in inti-
mate friendship with our fellow worshippers and fel-
low communicants, “ in all the commandments and
ordinances of the Lord blameless.*

Now, there are many thousands in these Colonies,
who have made such a . profession of their faiih,
and such a dedication of their souls to God, and
have formed such a fraternal relation as this, who
are just, we conceive, as intimately. and inseperably
connected with the Parent Church, ag if they had
been born and educated, and had communicated in
Scotland, nay, to strengthen if poésibleom‘ reason-
ing on this head, we are enabled to mention it as a
very striking and important fact, that many of these
communicants did join themselvesto the Chureh, long
before they arrived in this country, and were mern-
bers of the Parent Church long before .they became

Lemrers of our Colonial Congregations,

Now we can scarcely conceive of any coumection
more close and endearing than this. These individu-
als in removing from Scotland. to the British Colonies
have only changed their placé of residence, but their

and their early attachments remain unchanged, and
they have given in mature and in advanced life, the
most undeniable evidence that they - wish to live and
die in communion with the chureh, of which they i

nerations have been ornaments and members,
and circumstances of the office bearers, and more cs-

shall find, if possible, stjll stronger evidence in sup-
port of that connection for which we are now con- -
tending. The Ruling Elders of the Presbyterian
Church, a numerous, respectable,and influential body
of laymen, who participate along with their pastors |
in the admivistration of the spiritual affairs of the

gularly set apart and ordained to that sacred officer
and have engaged to maintain the doctrine, disciplinet

and to follow no divisive courses from her commu"j
nion. /

Now if there be any validity in an engagement, aut

mote her purity, and to increase her usefulness 81"
efficiency in these provinces. It isas members of 1’
Presbyterian Church that they have received thel’
commission and authority as ruling elders, (for the

office is unknown in Episcopel and lndepend"f

\churches), and it is the peculiar form of her eccl¢®” |

i

religious principles, their ecclesiastical connection,

the days of their youth, and their fathers in past ge- -
4. 1f we attend, in the fourth place, to the station *

pecially of the ministers in the Colonijal Church, we

Chureb,have notouly heen examined by their Sessions |
on the leading dootrines of the Gospel,and the peculial |
tenets of Presbyterianism, but they have been all re- |

and government of the church by all lawful meané §

any sanctity in an oath, then we conceive that th? ¥
ruling elders of our church, are bound hy the mos* |
solemn obligations to maintain her authority, to pr%




