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the saloln of the Champs Elysees. T[le
artiot bas b2ssa on and Off withi th" pic-
ture srice 1870. It is a i-ery large pic-
tura, and w'ae co¶pleted to go to Chi-
cago. Bu.t Itasi~ze excaeded the regala-
tl'On suensurement, so It was put amible
amng sci-eral hundred, d!squalified fori
other reawons. By chance the picture
Caugb't the eye 0f a member oi the Hanýg-
i.ng Committee of tha &',lon ; lie drew the
attention of his colleaguies to tha flnd,
and it was liung ap. Roybx-t ouiy kneNv
of tha ïamct wiian ha- ient to visit the
81how like other artists. The Sttte ln-
tendis to purcluase it, but tule Municipal
Qoncil of Naiey long for the pictura- whichl
illustrates the m.ost Important avent ln
tbe iatory of their City. as well as ln

t lI o! th-3 Valois dukes of Burgundy.
, à Z.

DIALECT LIT}iRATURE.

Auy lo-ver o! literatuire Catnaot lelp noti-
cing that Udalect wniting i8 ooiag mnore
inito vogue thau formerly. Froin ladia, la
the east, wlîere Kipling hias been celebrat-
îag the praises o: "ITommy Atkins," as the

' ero of thtabarritck-room," ln strains tlîat
go Off witlî a rush and a crackle and a
sparkle that fairly take oae's breatlî aw-ay
-to the free axnd almost bouadless cattie-
ranches of Area, ln the west, where the
cow-boy also finds hie poet, dialect litera-
tare liae been anak1ILg stront:g claîlns uîlon
the attention of he reading I)ublic. h t is
evident, lîowever, that the bulk of this lit-
erature lis an îhntation of dlalect, ratiier
tha thîe genîuine article itself.

A writer la a recent isslue of The Week
mnade some î'eerence to dialect poetry, ob-
serving tlîat, It ouglit Vo li ecultivatatic as
worthy cf a place lni a iuit;ln',s lit2arature.
H18 remark, tlîough true with soine quali-
fication, can scarcely lie regarded as vary
Original, selelng tliot dialect poetry lias
lield no men place in our literature ever
since the thne (to go no fuarther back) w-lien
Rolie Burns opened up the flood-gatas
of MSottLsh poatry and song.

It seems of more consequence to inquire
on what grounds slîould dialert luoetry,
or dialect w'rlting, lie deemed worthy of a
permanent place la aay literature. For it
lif, plain thtut, wl!L> tUera may lia 'ialect
poetry or dialect litarature, worthy of the
naine, there hs also sucli a thlug as dialect
rubbisl.

Dialect forms of expression are sucli as
prex-ail lu oatlying localitias ouf aay coln-
try among the undultured and Illiterate ;
or sucli as are useed ly certain classes,
mora or less tlreuinscribed, at the very cen-
tres, lt may lie, of a nation's lire and
tlîouit. There, is perbaps no influence so
dem oqcratic a6 tlîat whielx goes to, bulid uip
a nattoa's language. Puare Englisli, as a
spokan language, le just that w-lîcb is ln
use by tue great aîajority o! tUe Anglo-
Saxon. race to-day. The usage of the ado-
catetl middle class4es lias been tUe chie[ face-
ton la the ftriation and preservation of
lt. Hence, the speech Of the Engliýsli Cock-
ney may vary as muchi froia pure English
and l as inach a dialect, as thmat o! tlîe
native of the Orkney Islands. The saine la
true also of tlat <if thua Euglisl dua, or
Ulpaer Tan dom. the Il la-de-da" speech to
whlciî a recent corres!poadent of The Week,
Mr. Hanîiltou, refars-so far, at least, as
regardis tue pectoliarities w-hicb it bias tak-
en on, snch, e. g., ais the liroad, almost lias
al (anul therefore objetidon able) sound given

to the vowel II a" in many words, tue ef-
feminate, lisping prononciation cf the let-
ter s* " and the ridiculous pronunciation,
or rather non-pronuaciation. o! the latter

r," axemplified la makiag the wvrrd
"m cr" rbyme wl'th Il"daw-n." Althougli

these peculiarities are sornetimes observa-
able even la tlîe seri iCes of the (hurch, yet
tliey ara as uueh limpuritiea- la tbe Il well of
Euglisli uadefiled" as the part, nidiculoas
and incolipraelleslble, whicbthe letter "l"
lis madIe to piay in the spe-ech o! many Eng-
glisimînea.

By a dialett, however, is genenally un-
derstood the inde. aniculturaîl speech tif the
peasantry of a province or' district. Whapn
dcliberately employed lu literature it Is for
the purposa o! prodlîciag nmore graphie, re-
alistic affects ; for It is taken Vo tue the
natural expression of genuine, unsopmi
cated feeling. Dialect nritlng stems Vo
bring the reader nearer to i.atur,"s 1-eart
andi tiierefoie it rnay posss a1 clîarr of
its own, and yield a pleasure akin Vo tlîalt
whîiclî we dem ive froni tue utrtless pratthing
of a uitile clîld. 'rU se of dialect is Ilke-
ly to attraet attention and impart a
qîlaint and piquant character to a Coia-
poisition. Bat for thlat very r(Iason it is'
evideat that it silould not ha oftea la-
dulged ln. Hence Tennyson, îîltîomglm a
master o! that style of w-ritiug, $hOwed
bis good taiste by only ma.klng oýse o! It
oaicsxoaUîy. No îîaa of cultunria viii nake,
it the eons tant vaelidle o! bis Ideas.

Dialeict poetry or prose-while it, may
posýsibly posseos soie eYtirhtnsl, illustra tive
vaine to the Iiiaguist, or soîne oaa else-can
ouly wvia a permianent place la a a-
tion's litara-ture on the ground of lutrin-
sic literary menit, just like any w-ortiiy
composition ln the pure and genuine ian-
guage of timat nation. The mena empioy-
ament 0f dialect forns, cannot maIet up
for tUe wa.nt of original ideas, clearness
anti vigour o! thiglit, constructive skill,
or aany other good qoalities that reader
aay composition aienltori<)us. Scott and
Burns did machi for tue Scuttish dialect;
but it canuot lie ulenied that a vast
îîmoint of rulibishi lias been w-rittea la !i-
iituo-n 0f theni. la America the laVe
Janias Russell Lowell made a bit wvlth luis
Bigiow Papers ; but juxst as we sometimes
see wniters making use et slang (the
vernacular o! theý street Arab) umider tue
imnpression tJtat lt Is humour, 8o mluy Am-
enican writers, siace Lowell's SuCcessfal
ventura, bave sought aîuparently to niake
dialect serve- the purpose ouf Original
tlionglît anti genuine literary menit. TUa
wniter wvlo bias plerlîaps licou led niiost
astray ix thîs respect is J. Whitcomb Rl-
ey, w-lu lias already dumped a good deal
of dialect rubbish mîpon tlîe out.skirts -tue
vacant 'or empt y lots, so to speahe o! the
iiterary world.

The taete for dialect, wrItLag is ia thuat
shouid lie spaningly induiged in by a
professional writen if hae w'ants to letive
liahiad hlm an eadoring naine. The reason
lW obvions. TUe purlty ouf Ilterature would
lie eadangered, If we »were Vo foster tue
growtlî o! wbat 16 eubnormal or marely an
excre-scence. Hance one does not hIke to

satua youth of Our land, wlio are daily
la OIur sehituols 6appos'ld to lia acqulrng a
knOwladge of and a taste for genumine
Eagliohlite1-rat-ur, %o lieraliy supplled
outside of school wvith stonies, etc., la dia-
lect, la w-hidi words are misapeit and tha
language distorted alaist out of recog-
nition. Tliere lias been too mucli dIalect
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traslî aPpearing of late. Lovers of Pire
literature shOuld joina their voices to 18
Of the Il poat of the Sierras" la prote8tîng
against the influx of so mucli Il cow.bO'
or sl.ang literatture, wlich doe na.t eo
neeti to be turned luto good Englisi to
diseloise i'ta ttter wortllessness. Why, for
exataple, shiould a bar-room yarn, nier-ll
because, rhyniing syIIabIes occur in :t et~
regular interal<, lie regarded as Orlf
of a place ini the poets' corner of a re.peC,
table journal ? A poern that is intelligl'
bice only to (ar(l players or gambIer,ý isn
wortlîy of a place lu literature.

A a wortlîy and remarkable exafliple
of genuine daleet poetry the followlng9 '0
subiîtted. It -,as written by3 a Io-cal MI-
ebr1t3 of Yorkshîire, Beni I>raston,' and fof
itensely grapbtc and patlietic powver û0ild'

scarcely laebeen excelled by TenOYOD1
li!iln,eIf :

CO-ME TO TITI GlCONNY, BOY i
Corne to Ii) gronny, boy:ý cornet ti

gronny,
Bles,, tha, to nie tlKï'rt as lyr-cious as 011y;
Mntheriess barn of- a dlowter unwed,
L'ttLe tla. kna.ws, bý)iy, the tear.ý a

shed-
Tri.als alî've, Ian boathi fur't heart

îur't hlead
SIiortn2Žs-> o' wark, ey, an ,lîortn5s

bread.
Tliese ah kud bide but, thaw none toblape
Bless tha, tIla bronvt nia boatlî sorroWI e

shlame;
Gronny, poor soul, fur a two-month Or

moar,
H-ardly kud feshun to Iewk nhit o' dor;
T'nabors ealled alit to ma, Il Daul1o0

stand Ihat ;i
Aht wl' tlie hursy an aht wi' bar brat'
Deary me, di2ary me : whiat kud I QaY;*
T'first tlîing orv ail, ah thowt. II Let îna

pray."
Next time ah slept ah'd a drearn, d'yaQ&.
Ey, ait ah knw% that dran wva.. for Wie:
Tears o' Chriot Jesus, ah saw eml that le
Fali drop be drop on to one at Hiefs
After that saw Hlm wi' barn-s rohnld 1

knee,
Sonome on arn, happen, poor craturs like the*
Sa,-,s ah at last, tlîo ah soarly wur trie"'
Suarny a sinner a sinner slîd bide:;
Naburs ma-y think an rnay s.ay what te

w-lu. 11
T'mother an t'dowter salI stop wfma
Corne on't w-bat w1,ll, i, my cot tleat5

Woe lia to thaine that miakm bail into ef
Some folk inay cal] tha a nama tluat

Wlsiai. fr0 t'hleart tlia wur welel liht
gate.

Oit thls hard world inta t'gutter 711
tha-

Poor little la.mb, tvl no diffdy to luV tllt
Dunnot tha fret, boy, woli gronny î1i9d' 'e
N !ver s-ali thnav want a bite lir a slip :
Wlîat if ah work tht-se owd fingers

t'b oun.
Haiýppan, t,11a'lt mlv nia long after 0

go a.n.
T'lst bite P't cuipbo.rd wi' tha ah

Ha ! îif thlîas stown a rare -suce o'tP
heuilrt:

SpIta o' ail t'sorra, ail t'gbame thata
seaLn,

Suashline cornes brick to mvr henrt thru tIl1

een,
Cuddie tlil grronny, boy,-
BIes- tha, tlîa'rt bonny, boy-

Rosy an swý-ýet, fr0 tiui brain, to thi feet,
Kiugd-oms an craw-n- wa't huy tUla

I.nîtLa.d oi! sayiug that man Io h
ture Of circurnstances, It woul et
the mark to, say that man ýs th5 arcîte
ofi elreunitances. It Jia character
bui-ide au exietence out o! clrcnmt5 a 4
Our strength la measur2d liv our )q
p.oýwar. Froux the same matWral Oaa
buds palaces, anoctb&r hovels; one '
bOuses, amnotllr villas.-G. 1H. Leres-


