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ail arîy afd supervision of the State. In
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91 en'afied by statute. This polwer
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the~ C annot be transferred without
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j ~ 6 CStOy or contrai. Prom
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fe InoI; and this power has been con-
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T% j e Presentative of the sovereign.

ti' lirls111ct< is faunded in the preroga-
and heroWn, and in Ite general power
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t40d thé Persous and education of thelr
12ten nder. the naturai presumption

th hldre wlll be properly taken
tîf a n' brouglit uýp wIth a due educla-

l ierature, marais and religion, and
tey Will be treated with kindness

a~ffection. But xwhenever this pre-

8, la4 o removed, and kt ls found that

ert, nt3 gut ad gras iil-treatlment or
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byllllI la1 good lai.-and 1 am, assured

t«blh reove these children Io f ully es-
leat4 î ed, but kt seie to demand special

lu f tSUa niake it operative.
aa-Q 8 bill w-as passed by the Legis-
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tDay, an calied "lThe Board o! 0h11-

GuaBrdians.1
This Bt< oar~d bas the po'wer to take un-

dofrlg~ 'ontrol, chlldren uxider f ifteen years
peiyWO are abandoned, neglected, or
. treated by their parents; eildren

0fl O the streets; children od habitu-

thi dumknor vicious or unfit parents;
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o cIIY hildo known by their language
jur obe vicions or Incorrigible;

es<1 a nlquents or truants. It pro-
dre a teporary home wliere such chul-

1» oaybe maintalned and edu.cated.
er Oede! the Court such children m-ay
e tra>red as apprentices, or may
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ference witb reterence ta the necessity a!

a radical measure dealing witb the Chlld
Prableni, we surely may expect that the
appro-achîng session o! the Ontario Legis-

lature will nat be prorogned witbaut the

passing o! a Bill dealing comprehenslveiy
w1tb thîs most important question.

When we have obtained legai possession
o! these destitute and delinquent c-hildren,

the next question is,-What means shahl

we adapt to give sald chiidren the best

opportunity of becc>mlng useful members
of society? Our methods must lie economi-

cal, but they must nîso be efficient. Let
us f irst taire the case of the ciase descrlbed

as destitute eildre-n, or non crîminals, Il1-
treated chiidren, orphans, and ail very

young children without praper guardians.
Among the means that may be adopted

'ta give the6e waitsg of society a fair chance
ln lite may be mentioned the folicvwing,
viz.-

1. Emigration. We might callect these
cbldren tram the courts and aiieys
o! Toronto and ship theni ta the

Narthweet Provinces, and allaw each
one f20 go with the fîrst persan aïsk-
ing, and we might leave t-hem ta, sbl!t

for themseiveis withoitt proper supervision
a!torwards. This wouid be cheap for

Toronto, but It would not be a kindnes
ta the North West, and it wouid not be

the best method o! dealing wlth the chil-

dren. A goaod percentage might passibly

do weii even under these dfisadvantageans

circuýmstaume, but the chances wonid lie

against tbem.
2. These Children migbt lie piaced ln the

Caunty Poor-house to grow np la associ-
ation with paupers and witb the degrad-

ed as well. This plan Is now universaliy
c<ndemned, and In the neighbouring State

of New York, the piacing or the keeplrg
of children over tbree years of age lu poar-
bouses or aime-bouses is probibited by
iaw.

3. Or they may be piaced ln County

Orphanages, and subsequently placed ont

ln faster homes. In the State o! Ohio
there are over 40 sucb Ceunty Orphan-

age6 wbich have cost over $1,00,000 foi

buildi-ng-s and land. The objections ta

thig plan are, f irst . that it lo unnecessarhly

expensive; and], second, that there la a ten-

dency ta keep the chiidren lu these institu-
tions langer than necessary instead a!

placing thoea ont promptly.
4. Another plan ls ta taire a child franm

the street and 'place it in a family directi

without seeing the Inside o! an orpbun-
age or any ather institution. This la now,
clone very iarg-eiy ln thse State o! Peunsyl-
vania. This, It ls obvions, la a moet eoa-

nomical systeni, and in the case at least
af very young chiidren It seema te wark

Weil.
5. A fifth plan, and one that bas met

wîth aimost universai appraval, la a com-

bination a! the twa plans last mention-
ed, Or rather a modification o! bath, name-

ly, piaclng the chIidren temporarily In an

orpbanage or a district "Home," that la,
an orphanage or a ebildren's "Home" com-

mon ta several adjacent counties. From
this "Home" tbe cbildren are distrlbuated
ta foster homes alter a preliminary course

o! discipline and educatian. The taster
homes are gelected with the greateat cars,

and the chidren are kept under supervi-

sion, If necessary, duriflg mlnorîty. In

mamy cases the cbildren are adopted by
their new guardians.

6. A sîxth plan of dealIng with desti-
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tute children la knawn as "The Michigau-

System,"l and it bas worked go siatisfactor-
lly that It has been adopted lu Wisconisin,
Minnesota and Rthode Island.

In thîs systeni Instead of a number of

County or District Homes, there ls one

Central Home or Schaol called the "State

Public Schools." established and main-

tained by the State. and under the manage-

ment of a "Board of Contrai." The Board,

lu thelr last report, points witb pride to,

the fact that since the establishment of

the State School at Coldwater lu I874

there has been a marked and constant de-
crease lu the number of dependent children>

in Michigan. ln 1874 there was one de-

pendent child under 16 years of age to
everi 2233 inhabitants; whereas ln 1890-
there was one ta every 7256, althaugh the
population had Increased over f ifty per

cent. dunring that time. The work af

placing ont and supervising the children

aiter being placed out is dlonce onjointiy
by an off Icer of the Board, cailed the

"S8tate Agent" and the Couuty Agents of

tihe State Board af Charity.

Il one State Schoal for dependent
children works weil ln a small State lke
Michigan, why mny not two such schoolg
work -equally well In the Province o! On-

tarlo? It wonld be a simple matter to-

divide the Province Into twa divisions,
namely, into, Eastern and Western Ontar--

la, and place one school, say, at Hamilton,
or London ln 'western Ontario and the

other scbooi, say, at Kingston or at Brock-

ville lu Eastern Ontario.
Thug far we, have been discusslng the

best uxethods of deaiing witb destitutel
cbildren. It now romnains for us ta con-
aider the ease of delinquents or juvenle af-
tenders,, and let me say at the ontset that
I consider It lImportant that a broad dis-

tinction shauld ha, madle between the twoý
classes. Classification Is as Important
witb juveniles as witb adults. Saxue gaoi-
ers seen ta thlnk tbey make a proper
classification when they separate the boys-
tram the aduit prisoners,.buit ifl I ad ta
niake the choice, I would place a corn-
paratively Innocent boy witb an aduit
prisoner rather than with a really bad
boy af bis own age. I miglit say iust here,,
parenthetically, that I trust the day la
not fur distant wben aur gaols wiil lie-
conducted strlctiy on the separate or cel-
lular system, and be used oniy as places.
of detentIon before trial, and that a tsep.
arate place of detention xviii bc provide4
for ail chIldren under arrest.

With regard ta the best methods of-
dealing wlth delinquents and wlth the
question o! juvenlie crime generally I can'
flot do better than ta quote tramn the care-
fuliy consldered Recomuiendations a! th&
Ontario Prison Retorni Commission, or-
rather as tbey relate to juvenhle crîminal-
ity, froni a summary o! these Recommenda-
tions as they appear ln three of the resolu-
tiosis adopted by the Prison Retorn C onter-
once held ln this city lu November 1891.
These resolutions are asq foliows, vîz.

1l. "Resolved.-That this Convention
havIng caret ully connidered the sîxteen
recommendatlons macle by the Ontarbê
Prison Re!orma Commission for the sup-

pression a! juvenlie crimiality, desires toý

expreas its appraval a! the same, and its
conviction that only ln their practical
adoption ean we, hope for any material

iûecreasc ln the crîxuinal population. We-
therefore urge upon the Provincial Gov-
erùment and the various munlclpalîtIes ef
the Province, the paru mount lmportanoe
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