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LJTERARY AN!) PERSONAL UOSSIP.

lI, is rumoured iu London that kuighthood will ho
offemed to Mr. Heur>' Irving, sud that the bonour will not
bc d ec1i rcd.

ITUE 't'einipest," volume' X of Horace Hioward Fur-
ness' Il Varioruni Edition " of Shakespeare, is uow on the
Lippincott presii.

Miss BALESTIER, who bas ni ceiitl> made a matrimonial
alliance with Rudyard Kipliiîg, i.s a nioce of John Bales-
tier, s îîoted New York lawyer.

STAI' colli tors sbr.uild be informed that the Phiiatelic

Societ>' of bonidon have hcgun the' issue of a peiodical

Mit. M. 1). CONWAYS Il ife of Thomas Paint'" heads
the' list of fortlicouiug publications b>' the Messrs. Putuani.
[t will lern two octavo volumîes.

Aul-1LIË RIVES bas written a new draina. [t is a
tragedy etibled Il Atbel wold," snd will appear in the îîext

numbor of Harpe r's Magazine. M'ary b. (4ow has made
illustrations for it.

THEn îanuscript of sainail volume of poetiis l<'t b>'
Lord Lytton i8 to be edited b>' bis taugbter sud son.

iu-law. The~y will soontle pulîIiliiîd, with s short
preface b>' Lady Lytton.

Mit. IIENAN'S fourth volume nf the' Il istor>' of Israci"
has grown so nîuch Chat àt will be divided into two parts.
Botb will appear towsnîls October uext, along with a coni-
plete indox of tîhe four volumes.

'rs tive-bui-dred-dollar prizrn short-stor>' coîupetitiou
iistituted b>' the IiiliHhers nof 1rains, Étie Boston hi-
lonuthl>' liter-en>' periodical, bas been won b>' Mr. Chbarles
Ed,ýwardi4, of Sydney, Australiie.

A vorAJiîît on Il topi iaI Defeuice," to be published
4tforo tht' îmeting of tht' linpenixel Parliamnt b>' Messrs.
Mamla anti Cumupai>', will counc out under the' joint
sutliorHiip nf Sir Charles l)ilkm anti Mr. Spenser Wilkiîi-
sou.

Mit. GîÂsrNit is said, iiitends to write an article
upon Marie Bashkiitsetl, thte suthor of the' famous diar>',
anti, being st Nice, ho is cretited withî haviing arranged to

interview Madamet Bashkirtsetf, who happons also to lit
Ntaying at Nice.

A VOLUME ou tht' 111e sud work of Browning, with
niulerolis trauîsîstions nf bis poetry into I)aniih, bas Ieen
publisbed i Copt'nhagî'u b>' Dr. Jeu StefâiiHson, who says

that Browning will ho auir iportanit factor of European
culture fiitthe oniing gensmation.

'1' r-i wxiixt volunmiie i n tliesoies of l ' T'wt Iv Etiîgl ist
Steeqntit''iniimeeliately followinIr L rd loerry's

"Pit,'' will Il 'Clittbsruî," b>' the eliter of th"'s-rts
Mr. Johnu Merle>', who bas aleady givttu li " Walpole'."
After thîls wili couxe Professor Becsilmy's "' Queen Eliza-
1beth .

THEîi fiftlî voluîn< of thle iiow CJambridige Shakspore
(Macmillan) t'outains I [<'ur>' V I, 'Riciiard [Il." tand

l'Hlenry VlII.'' In tht' preface a rîew noteý discusses
brie-fl>'the' relatioîînIfthetîquarto and folio cf "IlRichxard

i ti.,'' bringing the' subject dtuwn to date andl giving tht'
authori tiesi.

'l'rio autîmor of R' I'î' . oations of s Country Panson,"
wbo is also kiîown to mi>' as A. K. [1, B., lias written bis
remîniselîces of St. Aiidrows iluriug thet past tweiit>-tivt'
yeîîrst. Ttfiit voluime, covorng tho petioti froîîî 1865
to 1878, will ho piiblislied by Messrs. bougmnatis immiie-
diatel>' ; snd tht' secont isin lupreparation.

THîOMAS IARie.vr.'s Il Lectures ou thîeHIistory of Enmo-
pean Culture and [Literature, frein the Eîirliest himes to
the Ninetee'ntb Century," now printod for tht' firsit tinte

frnm the Aiîstey manuscript lu the librar>' of the Boîxîba>'
branch of thie Royal Asiatic Societ>', witb su introduction
aud notes b>' Mr. R. P. Karkaria, bave just beon publishced.

Mn. A. W. Ilu'vroN, the librarian of the National
Liberal Club, wilI be the' firtstil the field wtb a life of
Cartinual Manning. lHe bas boon bus>' for soîie tiuno on a
nnotgraph for Messrs. Methuen's series of Il Leaders of
Religion." It is a symptoni of the disease of the sgt', this
baste to bear aIl about a man as quickly as possible af ton
bis death.

THit namne nf the author of the beautiful littie romance,

~'La Neuvaine de Colette," remained for a long time an
inopenetrable myster>' to tht' public. Tht' supposition was
that a peut so dlicatel>' wielded could beîoug nl>' to a

wonîuu. This supposition proved ccrrect, sud Madamne
Jeanne Schîultz, wbo bas also written ton othor cbarming
books for the young, bas decided to cast aside tht' veil of

anonymit>', sud in future allow ber naine to ho used.

-Yonu ma>' Kiss Me for Twenty-flve Cents,' the ast

and worsit device of the pretty girls lu a certain congregation
lu Michigan to raise mont'> for desperate chumch omergen-
cies, is, oneona>' hope,", says thbe (anadian Ckurchm)auu,
Il the' ver>' climax of the absurd condition into wbich the'
wbole systemn of dodges in aid of clîurchîes bas been sinkiug;
and' yet it is a logical outcome of thbe wbole business -
trifling with religlous duties is sure to eni lu persoital
degradation."

THE high marks scored b>' women lu the ecet Hou-

ours examinations beld at London Universit>' indicate the
qualit>'of nI ittllectual work being doue b>' English'college
womenî. 0f the six B.A.'s who won a Iltiu'st class " in
clasiis, fivo were womeu ; nf the four nattxdIl fiat class"

in French and in German, tlîree were women, the Ilinferior "
sex also cotributing four ont oif Eve post graduate stu-
dents bracketed as Il first class " lu the' Art, Tbeory, and
Histor>' of Teaching.

Mn. A. S. Conv, an Amorican, writes to the editor of the
TIi mes saying that Ilthe mass of England's nineteenth cen-
tury literature will ho dead aud buried within two conturies,
unless we Ainericans rescue it from the imass of vagueness
and verbiage in wbich it already languishes." To this the
Literary WVorlil says: Il If by litemature Mn. Cody means
printed books, hie may take it for granted thit lhe need not
wait for two centuries to witness the' deatb and burial of

tbe mass of England's nineteonth century literature;'
it is already dead and deceutly buied, and we earuostly
be g of him to let it rest lin peace. But the' gents tbat sur-
-vive will need no artificial sustenance on ither side of the
broad Atlantic,"

TuEii irrepressiblo Mr. Walter Blackburn ilarte bas a
two columued article in the' last number of the London
Literary World beaded Il A Litemar>' Ment"'," the' main
oject of wbich is to point out why there is r.o field lu
Canada for aspiring young writers, sud wby tbese aspming
young writers go, or should go, to the United States rathler
titan to London. " In the first place," hoe says, Ilin
Canada it is impossible to find a publishor willîng to
assume the risk of publishiug a book ; snd if the aut-hor
defra>' the' cost of production it is ridiculous te look for a
public lu Canada wbicb will bu>' bis book sufficientl>' to
reimburse hlm. Thoro is no public in Canada for good
literatume The people there oui>' came for whest, railroads
and politics. Iu the second place, there is no chance of
existence for a Caunadian monthly magazine."." In
regard to the' de-Canadianizing of Canadians in the 8States,"
lie declares, " 1 quite deny that there is any esscii tial dif -
ference between Canadians sud Arnericans to begin with.
Tbe people of Toronto aud tbe people of New York are
absolutely ident.ified in aIl tht-.r ains, ideas, speech, and
custorn. ''Te Catiadian distinct type is yot to ho evolved,
if it 18 a possible evolution." . . . IlThe average Canadian
niale oulas nothing but mnarket reports and politics."...
"There is a growing feeling in Canada ameng tht' young

îîîen that Canada mustt sooin btlong, economicali>' and
politically, to titis continent of North Amorica, sud they
have littie filial feeling for a people aud a (lovernmoîit
three thousand miles uaway, whicli do not preteuil to hlu
tht' least interested lu then.- Oui readers îîîust inake
their own coiiîîcutH.

TruEý deatb of Mr. T. B. Plîillips Stewart last week
muade a gap in the' ranks of young Catiadiar palets.
Although for 4onii ears lhe)bad publihbod notliing, tho
littie voluîîîe of poeins brought out lunI1887 b>' Mes4rst.
Kegyan Paul, 'l'euch anti Company' hati not been Itrgottgon,
anti there weme many who lookoti forward to lis again
teuding thîe honiel>' slighted shepberd's trade. For this
little volumie of lests titan a hundred pages contaiîîod
unîniistakable evidences of truc poetic taste and talent.
Tiiere wert' faults of course, for the autiior was but twonty-
tlîree wheîi the' book appeareti, anti toubtless rîjan>' of the
picces wertî coîuposoýd at a stili earlier agea. Yet the fauîts
were few, sud wore sticb as age aud experieuce woultl have
easily winnowetl. 'rie poetical chanacter of the' concep-
tions wa8 undoubted, anti generally the expression of the4e

luninetre wits ver>' beautiful. Tite fragment Il Mocu "» is nue
pr<)of of this:

Anrora fair
Froin 1ovt"8 sot concinj beaîty rises itit
With 'rithiîi's kîsses btlU3hiflgstweet, auid ttei-
The restlettt cci itole,ïiilver sîttiies ....

Nor was hoe ton young, or p":rhaps it would be truer to say
that suclu was the streugth of bis poetical tenîperament,
that yooing as ho was lho bad alrea(ly given evidence of ait
originalit>' sud uniqueuess iin habits of thouglit rarely met
with. Chiefi>' this was to be seon lu a certain gentle
mielaucholy, a softened gloom, which, because perfectl>'
sîncere sud spoutaneous, lent to bis productions a stranue
charni. This peculiarit>'mus througli the greator part of
bis work, notably lu tht' openiug popem of bis book, "Ilines

te My Mother." We shall be veiry curions to knolv
wbether Mr. Stewart bas loft auy imatuuccript poems, sud
wo hope bis executors will not allow auytliing to lie unpub-
lished that îight adtl to bisi nasceur faine. \Vc reprint on
anotixer page bis sonnet on Keats.

WîrA'ris the world 1 What Iut a spacious buial
field unwalled ý h lle ver>' turf ou wlîicb we tread onîce
lived.-Blair.

IT may safel>' ho said that IlThle North American Life
Assurance Company'" lhast earned for itself a ver>' higb
place ini the esteemn of the insuring public of Canada. its
business methods, the bigh character, public pominence,
sud acknowledged ability of its officers and board are
dul>' appreciated, the president's name being a household
word to Canadians, the Hon. Alexander Mackenzie, and
the vice-presideut, Mr. J. L. Blaikie, having a long
established reputation as onue of the mnst capable sud con-
servative business 'mon of Toronto. The manager, Mr.
William McCabe, and the' secretary, Mm. L. -nId man,
being also two of the' most entergetie and efficient inur-
ance officiaIs in Canada. The metbods of this com pan>',
its iuvestments, its popular sud progressive policy, together
witb the character of its management, al accounit for the
excellent sud most satisfactory report pubiished lu our
coînis.

RiL4DINGS FROMI CURRENT LITBRATURE.

" DAVID GRIE'<E."

WE anticipate,"' says the London Times, "la few
obvious criticisins upon 1 David 6-neye.' Some readers
will say that they could well have spared pages of extracts
from bis Spiritual diary-and undoubtedly the novel is
uuusually long. Others will dwell upon the resemblances
between Mrs. aumphrey Ward's irst and second novels.
A few, more discerning, will think that the course of the
story would have been clearer, its effeot sharper and more
durable, had it been Iess cumbered with reflections and
meditations, full of tender beauty though they often are.
No reader with any insight can help recognizing that our
literature bas been enriched by a book whicb attempts,
flot altogether in vain, much-whicb takes us to some of
the heigbts, and sounds some of thîe deptbs, of passion.
What the outcome of it ail is we do not care now to
speculate-perhaps tbe saying of Sophocles, 'Follow the
traditions and ways of thy neighbours ' ; perhaps the
story is a proof of the 1 slavery and chain cf temperament,'
to quote a phrase which 18 somewhere let faîl in these
volumes ; perbaps the attesting of some truth deeper,
sterner and much less acceptable. What measure of
durable fame awaits 1'David Grieve' we do flot know-
htabent sua /ata libelli. But tbe story is, we cannot doubt,
better told; the writer knows more of lier art than when
she achieved, in ' Robert Elsmnere,' a rarely- equalled
success.'

DOCTOIiEI)VIOLINS.

WIIAr about 1 doctored ' violins 1 a wel1- known
authority was asked recently.

Il'Doctored' violins? " lbe said, reflectively. Il Well,
there's a good deal in it ; more perhaps than is generally
known. Many an owner of a violin who fondly believes
himself to be the poqsessor of a ' Strad,' an Amati, a Ber-
gonzi or a Guaruari, if the truth were known, hug.4 a
delusion. ils pet instrunmnt, if its record were investi-
gated, wotild prove to be the workmanship of some of the
c1ýver imitators of the old maeiters, who lounishlu nM11ire-
court, in France."

"Are such imitations4 commiion?1
I wiIl answer that by telling you what 1 know of an

oId dealer ini violins, long since dead, and whom r1 will
cali Franz Echrain. [le was woll known to thte trade-
and to the' profession, ton, for that niatter-as a ceaseles8
buyer of fiddles. Hie bought anti sold everytbing that
bore the' shape of a fiddle, fromn a double baHs to a dancing
mtaster'i3 kit. To him the callow youtbs resortedl wheil
they first began to scrape. Hie would set up) for £1. andi
carry them up afterwards stop by step to £10 or £20, and
to ten times that amount if the>' wero rich enougli and
green enough to continue the process. l1.e was a genuine
humnbug at bottom, an everlasting copyist and niaker of
dead masters, Itatian, French and Germax. fHe sold more
Amnatis in bis day than the master him4elf ever muade dur-
ing his career. 1-le knew the secret of the olti varnis.
Hie liad bidden stores of old wood and worm-paten sound-
ing-boards of defunet barpsichords and reserves of close-
grained pine hoarded for ages. Ile bcd a miniature print-
ing press and a font of the beau faced, long-forgotteu type,
and a stock of the' old ribbed paper tor f rom the ly-
]caves of antique folios. 0f course lhe bad always ou baud
a collection of the mnost wonderful instruments at the
most wonderful prices for the professional man or the
connoisseur."

"lHave modemn makers eve-r reached the skill of the'
01(1 iakers 1 "

"lUndoubteçlly. 1 kuow an amateur musician, aud a
wonderfully skilful workmau lie is. Give bim au old
master and hoe will reproduce its form, its proportions and
its thickness witb such absolute certainty that no differ-
ence can lie detected by the' nicest inechanical test, by
sigbt, or even by toucb.

"lThe old Cremona masters came to the front in 1550,
and for two centuries, beginning witb Amati and enctiug
with Bergonzi, produced those fanious instruments which
sol1 as bigh as £1,000. Modrnm violiu-playing really
dates from the invention of Francis Lourte of the
improved violin bow. The' splendour of our playing, the
grand and beautiful pbrasing of Paganini, bis brilliant
staccato aud long-sweeping legato are the' direct conse-
quonce of the Lourto bow in the latte r part of the asat
century."-81pare Moments.

TiiFiRE are two ways in wbich one can hear animais
converse. one is by listenitig to theni when tbey are not
aware of your preseuce, the other is by winning their
entire love and confidence. Ver>' tame lions often show a
desire to talk to you, and it is usually possible to under-
stand thom. Once a Leghorn met me at the door fairly
sceamiug with excitenient. 1 understood, froiu the
cackle that ended each sentence, that she bad been dis-
turbed on ber nest, aud did not wondor at bier new powers
of speech wben 1 fouud the nest occupied by a cat aud
three youug kittens. When chiens firat begin to move
in the egg, just before hatching, the niother singe to tbem
a low, crooiifg soug, vory sweet, and neyer heard at
any other time. A frieud told me that ber canar>' startled
lier one day b>' a new eall. It was plfinly: "l Corne here,
quick 1 " She hurried to the cage to flnd a large cat close
b>' looking at the bird.- WVomanl's Voice Maqazine.
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