636

ables have been recovered nearly 200 years from the date
of the wreck, but nevertheless it is recorded that the good
ship Harleem, which was driven ashore in Table Bay, in
May, 1645, and became a total wreck, had on board many
cases full of curiosities and antiquitics for sale to European
museums,  These cascs contained idols, rare china, glass,
silver, ote.  As lately as 1883 salving operations were
rewarded by the recovery of several of these articles. The
china way not at all injured by having hecn 235 years
under the sea, but the silver articles had suffered consider-
ably. Another very notable case-—not only for the amount
of treasure on board, but also for the big © windfall” for
the salvors-—is that of the 7'hetis, a British frigate, wrecked
ol the coust of Brazil in 1330, with 162,000 in bullion
on board. The hull went te picees, leaving the treasure
at the bottom in five or six fathoms of water. The admiral
of the Brazil Station and the captaing and crews of four
sloops-of-war were engaged for eighteen monthgin recover-
ing the treasure. The sorvice was attended with great
skill, labour and danger, and four lives were lost. A good
deal of litigation was the result, as disputes arose between
the parties as to the amount of reward for the salvors.
The Court of Admiralty awarded £17,000; the Privy
Council €29,000 ; and £25,800 for expenses, In the reign
of James LI, a very successful salving cxpedition took place.
A rich Spanish vessel which had been lost on the coast of
Nouth America, rewarded her salvors with no less than
£300,000, stated to have been forty-four years at the
bottom of the sea. A medal was struck in honour of this
event in 1687.  Onc of the most recent cases of successful
salving operations is that of the Spanish mail steamer
Alphonso X1I., bound from Cadiz to Havana, in February,
1885, and sunk off' Point Gando, Grand Canary, in twenty-
five fathoms of water. She had on board treasuro valued
at £100,000, The underwriters who had insured the vessel
organized a salving expedition which was despatched to the
scene of the wreck in the following May. [t iy reported
that a fow months Inter most of the specie was recovered.
—Cassell’s Family Magyazine,
PHE COMMERCE OF THE GREAT LAKES.

Few people who Tive at a distance from the great lakes
have an adequate conception of the magnitude of their
commerce, It will surprise them, perhaps, to learn that
during 234 days of navigation last year tonnage passed
through the Detroit River to the amount of 10,000,000
tons more than the cntries and clearances of all the sca-
ports in the United States, and 3,000,000 tons more than
the combined foreign and coastwise shipping of Liverpool
and London. Nor does this include tratfic between Lakes
Superior and Michigan, or Lakes Erie and Ontario, or lo?a.l
traffic between ports on these lakes. It may also surprise
many to know that nearly three times as many boats yearly
pass through the St. Mary’s Falls Canal at Sault Ste. Marie
as pass through the Suez canal, with an aggregate tonnage
of 7,221,935, as rccorded in 1889, against 6,783,187 for
the Suez Canal, though with only 284 days of navigation,
whereas the Snez Canal is open the year round. Further
idea of the importance of our lake commerce may be gained
from the figures for lake ship-building, Last year the
tonnage put afloat by lake builders was almoss exactly
equal to that of our Atlantic, gulf, and Pacific shipyards
combined. To be sure, the lake vessels numbered only
225 out of a total of 991 for the country (exclusive of
Western river boats), but this very fuct shows that on the
average the lake builders launched a far better class of
vessels.  On the lakes were built only four less steamers
than on the Atlantic and gulf coasts, and their tonnage
wag more than twice as great.  Of the whole steam tonnage
of the country about a third is on the lakes, and of steamers
between 1,000 and 2,500 tons they have more than helf
the total.  Naturally their sailing tonnage is not great, hut
it is half as large again as that of the Pacitic slope.  Last
year thore were 21 sailing vessels of more than 1,000 tons
on the lakes, and 156 hetween 500 and 1,000 tons. The
growth of ship-building on the lakes has been very marked
in the last few years. In 1886-87 there were 31 boats
built, with a valuation of $1,074,000; in 1889-90 there
were H6 built, with a valuation of %7,866,000, The ten-
dency hero, as everywhere, has been toward iron and steel
for big ships. Ten were built of steel in Cleveland in
1888-89, aggregating 22,989 gross tons.  One of stecl and
one of iron were built in Detroit and two of iron in Buffalo.
This year has seen Chicago enter the steel ship-building
field, the keel for her first steel ship being laid July Ist,
and for the sccond before the end of that month.  Cleve-
land and Chicago capitalists are largely interested. The
muterialis being brought from Cleveland, but within a year
itis expected to use steel plates rolled at South Chicago.—
Bradstrest’s.

THE GREATEST LIVING ENGLISHMAN,

He came on the worldstage December 29, 1809—a
dark hour, apparently, in the history of England, though
a bright one for mankind, The smoke of the French Revo-
lution was still in the air, and through it loomed Napo-
leon. With commerce paralyzed at its centres, war
impending, and agitation among the people, many men of
property in England, merchants and others heretofore
untinged with Toryism, suddenly got a strong Conserva-
tive bias. No wonder, then, that the son of a great
Liverpool merchant, himself somewhat of a politician (in
fact, Sir John Gladstone sat in the House of Commons
beside his son later on), should have imbibed Toryism at
the start, though his family were middle-class people. To
be sure Mr. Burke, the author of the Peerage, has man
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&ged to conncct the marriage of Sir John Gladstone and
Miss Robertson with a royal descent from Henry ITI. of
England and Robert Bruce, King of Scotland ; but the
fact remains that the (ladstones were essentially of the
middle class, which one writer has styled “a check upon
the power of kings and nobles and a breakwater against
the theatening tide of democracy.”  Liverpool, then,
with its commercial atmosphere, laid the foundation, not
only of (adstone’s financial abilitics, but also of his pre-
judices.  During the discussion of one of his Budgets, an
old Whig, who had to vote for it against his will, mustered
of its brilliant author :. “ H’'m ! Oxford on the surface,
and Liverpool below !” and there was an immense deal of
truth in the sarcasm, for Gladstone’s carcer has shown
many of the habits of mind generally found in the place
of his education, and many that smack of his birthplace.
Indeed, the present position of this man illustrates the
triumph of a naturally honest and just man over the
early and close-clinging limitations of heredity and environ-
ment.  Leaving Eton in 1827, with a rcputation for
crudition already established, and spending two years at
Oxford, he got a finishing touch of clericalism on his
Etonian classicality, and he appears to have acquired at
Oxford that most dangerous of abilities—the art of recon-
ciling two radically hostile propositions, and constructing
therefrom a mediate coign of vantage,  For instance, one
of Father Newman’s singular Oxford sermons explaing the
teaching of Science as to the earth going round the sua,
and then the teaching of Scripture as to the sun perambu-
lating the earth, and closes by advising the discreet to
accept both, on the ground that both may be temporary
accommodations of fact by some higher power to our limited
intellect, or aspects of some sublime and subtle unity in
the law of the universe. The first twenty years of Mr.
Gladstone’s  political life are strewn with intellectual
reconcilements as absolutcly absurd as this. So much for
the mould of mind, inflicted by the Oxford of those days.
The traces of it are still visible in his latest atterances ;
but the Toryism of Oxford, though he had the disease so
long that it socmed almost his nature, le is conscious of
having recovered from.  Ho said at the Palmerston Club
in 1878 “[ trace in the education of Oxford of my own
time one great defect. Perhaps it was my own fault ;
but I must admit that [ did not learn when at Oxford that.
which | have learned since, namely, to set a due value on
the imperishable and the inestimable principles of Ioman
liberty.”  But the manner of looking at things, and
especially the curious clericalism of that place and period
seems to huve clung to him longer—a shirt of Nessus, which
he still wears, though it now hangs in satters.—Jans
Realf, in the drena.

A Succrssrul, Co.—A reporter of T'he (Hobe, taking in
our Fair, met a leading fire insurance man, and in conversa-
tion learnnd from him that the fire insurance business in
Canada this year was likely to he more profitable than for
many years. Turning around he saw Mr. McCabe, manag-
ing director of the North American Life Co. of this city, and
the reporter, anxious for news, thought it a good oppor-
tunity to learn how the life business was progressing. Mr.
McCabe was roady to give any information desired. He
gaid : ¢ So far as our company is concerned I certainly think
it will be the best year we have over had, at least that has
been our experience up to date. The outlook for business
is encouraging, crops have been fairly good and prices are
satisfactory ; this meansa help to our agents, and the
result, more business for the company, besides, policyholders
will be hetter able to continue and increase their insurance.
| sec no reason why all our properly managed home com-
patiies should not meet with a fair measure of succoss this
year.” The roporter suggested that several companies had
a great vavioty of plans now, and enquired whether they
excelled the old plans. ¢ Undoubtedly,” said Manager
McCabe, ¢ formerly a man had to pay till death, whereas
now he has the option of terminating his contract at the
end of fifteon or twenty years, and, if the policy be on the
investinent plan, he will not only have his lifc insured for
the term, but in addition got a good return for his moncy.
Talking of the old plans reminds me that two or three years
ago one of our vice-presidents, a man of large and success-
ful financial expericnce, mentioned at one of our agents’
conventions that he had been insured for many years in an
old Scotch company and had paid in premivms considerably
more than the face of the policy. He regretted very much
that when a young man no opportunity was olfered him to
gecure an investment policy such as our company is now
offering the public. The North American has gone further
than this, however, and is issuing policies upon which, after
being ten yeara in force, the company will lend the insured
the balance of the premiums to make his payments, and if
the insured should die before the end of the investment
period the full amonnt of the policy becomes payable with-
out deduction of the loan. Yes, we think it is a splendid
plan, as it offers the insured so many advantages, Now,
for one getting up in yearsor a young man wishing to save
gome money, we have a seven per cent. guaranteed income

bond.”

*“ What form is that 1”

“ Why, at the end of fifteen or twonty years the insured
can draw out his cash surplus, have a paid-up policy for
the full amount of his policy, and in addition draw an
annual cash income of seven per cent. on the face of the
policy, so long as he lives.” Furthor convorsation with
Mr. McCabe was abruptly terminated by the pressure
of the crowd carrying T%he Globe reporter to another part
of the building.— From Globe of 18th.
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CHESS.
PROBLEM No. 499,
By E. H. E. Evois, Orvillia,

BLACK,

Z
4

WHITE,
White to play and mate in two moves,

PROBLEM No. H00.

By - Posspriee,

WHITH.,
White to play and mate in two moves,

SOLUTTIONS TO PROBLEMS.

No. 3, | No. 194,
White, Black. l
1. Kt- K B35 [ K-113 . Kt -6
2 Kt-QB5 2 K Kt L
B, Kt x Panate
ifl, K-z *
s BB T 2. moves
1

'; 13 mated
NINUH GAME IN THIE MATCIH BETWEEN BLACKBURNE
AND LEE AT THE BRADFORD CHESS CLUB.
Frou The Philadelphin Tones,
FreNct DereNce,

DBLACKBURNE, Lk, JLACKRBURNE, Like,
White. Black, White Black.

1 P-K | | L N L QO KE (9 R--Kt 2
2.1 01 [ . Kt x Kx Bx Kt
300 Ko KKt B3 . Kt Qo Do

. B KKt HE ) RK 1 () Doubles B
h P-KA KKt 2 [NER P R4
6. Bx B Ox B QR -K2 Pown
TO Q2 [ ] | L 1 K--R1

8, Q) Ke—K 2 P QB P—K Kt 1) K Ke 3
9 P-KBi1 Ko B3 Q K3 Q) -K 2
10, P -K3 I"-K R KR--Kt2 R--KKt1
11, K Kt—-B3 P—) Kt 4 Px KebPx P
2. P-KR Kt~ Kt 3 ILx 1L+ Kx R

13, Kt -3t Kt -1 5 VK2 K 1
T, B x Kt Kt I'x DB Ktx B P () (PRI
th, Ke--K 2 QR--Kt1 B Kt 06 It L
165, Uastles (IK R) Chstles LW e-RT o~ 1 {d)
17. B2 B2 S50 0 x D] wins,

1IN, Px P Wx i

Norks,

() QL this ts to make himself solid agninst the shcoming flank
attack,

(h) 1laving turned the edge of the attack by his provious move,
Blackburne will proceed to enliven the other wing with his own oper-
abions,

(¢) The grand coup,  If Black takes Kuight, White will push
P—iK 6, menacing destruction with Queen checking.

() On R to Q 1, White wonld move Q to I3 7, threatening
tukes 1L )

“Tur authentic figures of the world’s production of
whoat are larger than was expected, the grand total heing
approximately 1,832,707,000 bushels, or only 12,000,000
bushels less than last year and about 68,000,000 bushels
under the average for five years, despite all the talk of
damage.  Unfortunately for us the European countries
will raise over 70,000,000 bushels more than last year,
according to the received estimate, while the United States
will produce 80,000,000 bushels less than in 1889, which
would leave only 75,000,000 bushels exportable surplus,
including 25,000,000 bushels probably available from old
reserves, Of the above total nearly h If, or 35,000,000
bushels in round numbers, is credited to the Pacific Coast,
We doubt if the crop in Europe will be as large as repre-
sented ; in fact, from recent advices, it seems evident that
the estimates for Austria-Hungary, namely 165,000,000
bushels, as against 136,020,000 bushels last year, are fully
5,000,000 bushels too high.”—New York World.




