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ISTONEHENLGE.

TnE first thing that strikes one whenever one examines a Graty \Vether
is the fact that it is very rnuch weathered indeed. It is a hard lump or
keruel of friable sandstone, worn away on every side by rain andi wind;
a mere relic or solid core of what was once a mucli larger and broader
piece *0f sandstonte. But the éddi point is that tChese isolated 1loeks oceur
now in a country where there is no rock of any sort, save chalk, for miles
and muiles around in every direction. ,Why is this4 WiXeil, it is now
pretty certain tîlat once upon a time (a very safe date) a gr-at sliee ocf
just such friable sandstone overlay the whole of the Englishi clialk downs.
At that remiote period, of course, they were therofore not clîalk downs at
ail, but sandy uplands of thre saine cliaracter as tie pine ýcl;ia counîtry
round Bagshot and Woking, where the treops froin Ahesitcamp out
in summer-tiîne. In point of fact, this layer of sand8tone, or rather
several such layers, stili caps the chalk in ail the London basin ;andl by
boring through thern you corne at lait upon the underlying chalk, hc.neath
several hundred feet thickness of superficial deposits. But on tire higher
uplands of WVilts and Berkshire thre ramn anti streains have gralually worn
aWay and rernoved piecemneal the whole of the eocenie anîd otiier upper layers,
cutting down the huIs to the level of the chalk beneath, and leaving oîily
a few of the very hardest and lumpiest kernels of tire sandstone strewn
loosely about on the surface of the downs. These keriiels are the pro-
blernatical Sarsenl Stones. Sonie of themi seent te be derived froîîi mie layer
of tie tertiary deposits, and sorte fromn another ; b)ut they reinain at the
prescrit day as solitary witnesses te the vast tliikness of siinilar rock
which hias beexi slowly removed froin the sumniit of cte clîalk downs by tire,
rains and torrents of a million winters. They are but the last fragments
of a wide-spread deposit which once covered tire whole S8outlî of Englandii(
with its barreri slîeet, and of whiclî larger patclîes still romai amoîîg the
wild heatlis of Wilts or Surrey and the siopes of Hanmpshîire ani tue Is 1e
of Wight.

Long, long ago, before England was yet even Britain; in tire diîn old
'days of tlîe newer Stone Age, when short squat rien of Fiîînish or
Euskarian breed occupied the whole of whiat are now tire Britishî Isles, tire
.utilization of the Gray Wethers first began for practical objects. Il Let
us exploit the Sarsen Stones," said primîitive man, in lus owîî language
(probably agglutinative), and straightway lic began to pile theil) up ilito
dolmens aîid cromlechs, gigantic trilithons andI prelîistoric temples. And
then it was, as nmodern archoeology tends every day more and more fully te
show, that the large circles of Stonehuenge were tirst pileti Up on Salisbîury
Plain. Thiere can ho littie deubt at the Z5present (lay tChat Stonehienge is .a
tribal temple of somte pctty Wiltshire kingdomi in tire newer Stone ;Age,
and that it antedates by several thousand years tire arrivai cf the Celtic
Aryan conquerors in the Isle of Britain.

Tire really curieus point about Stonîehenge, however, is tîis-tîat it
dees net ail coîîsist of Gray Wetbers, tlîouglî the big-est and m-ost con-
spicuious of aIl the trîlîthons are composed of tChose iîuge local' h)oull(lcs.
Thorn are other stones in that arîcient temple which camne frein somle far
more distant laîîd-stones tire like cf which certainly cannot bc fuîund
witlîin a lîundred mîiles cf Salisbury Plain, and soine of which, iii aIl pro-
bability, can only be matched on the continent of Europe. Stonehenîge is
undeniably net a native Wiltshîire monument :it _is probably rot even
British at aIl.

Later inquirers have suggested tlîat tire stones4 nay liave coie freont
Belgium, or somne ether part of the Continent, wlîere they lind rocks 4till
more closely resemhling tire Stonehenge speciniens tChair any purely Britishu
igneous masses.- This suggestion appears to me, frein thre arcli.tcological
point of view, far the meat probable ; and on the following grounîds

Whoever put up tire altar-stone aîîd tire smnaller circles at Stonehenge
must certainly have brought theni freont a great distance. Now, people
don't usually carry about large blocks of greenstene or felspar in thoir
waistcoat-pockets, without a goed reason-especially if they don't wear
waistcoats, and if the blocks are as big as a good-sized doorstep. Hence,
1 think, we may coîîclude that the iînported stones at Stonelier ge were
originaily sacred-in short, that they were the Lar'es and Penates o? soute
intrusive ceîîquering tribe, which carried them along witl it, like pious
IEneas, through ail its wanderingys. AIl ever the wvorld, upright slabs or
menhirs forai commen objects of wership te savage ctr barbarie people :the
poor heathen, as we wcre universally informed in the nursery, bow down
iii their blindness te stocks and stones. Tliese stonies are iii the niost
literal sense mere blocks-rude shapeless masses which it would be dese-
cration te carve or eut with a knife, even if the unsophisticated savagce,
happened te pessess any proper knife wherewith te eut thern. In [jîdia Il
te this day, our Aryan brother sets up *Just suchi uniewn stenes in the v
centre cf bis agricultural holding, te represent the Five Brethren cf the 1

old Hindoo mythology. But, as a rule, 1 believe, the unhewn sacred stenee
is really a tombatene; it is the upright piliar or menhir, erected orîginally a
on top of a barrow, te mark the spot where a great chie? or king bias once '

been buried. Offerings are daily made at the stone by the grateful or
terrified descendants, te appease the ancestral gbost; oil and wine (or
whatever else the country affords o? alcoholic stimulant) are dutifully ti
poured o\'er it ; and ail fitting respect is paid te tire grave cf the imighty 5

dead by the obsequicus survivors. In process of time, however, the objeet
cf the worship gets gradually forgotten ; the ghiost itsel? fades away, and w
it is the actual stene that cornes tq be regarded as sacred, net the tornb or 18
barrow cf wbich the pillar is but the outward and visible syinbol. P

.But why may net the newer Stone Age inen whio buiit Stonehenge tl
have conte te Wiltshire from Wales or Ireland? Siîîîply because the A
chances are against it : in Britain, at least, the wave cf conquest hias st
always gene in the opposite direction. Westward the tide of Empire takes w

its way. The conquerors, like the wise men, corne always front the East. ti
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Lt is as improbable that the Stonehienge folk carne frern Carnarven or f romt
Xicklow te Wiltshire, as that the founders of New York, Pliîladeiphia,

andI Boston came froint Chcage, St. Louis, or San Francisco te the Atlantic
seaboard. The possessor cf the plains cf England and the lowlands cf
Scotlaiît lias often cenquered the Welshrnan, the Higlilander, -and the
Irîsinian, but bie lias neyer once been ceîîquered by tire meuntaineers in
return.

Taffy w as a Welshinan, Taffy was- a thief,
Tatfy came tu nîy honse antistole a leg cf beef

but Tafl'y neyer dreamt cf attcînpting te overrun thre sbires cf the Mid-
lanîd anîd the pastures cf tlin Southî. When Totigal desceiîded on the low-
landts, lus utillost exploit xVas te "drive ta cattle," as iii the fainiliar
iiisttnîco cf Clin iiiiortal Fluair.slioj. Ou Uihe tiier baud, the possessors of
tue i'wîlislî plain ha'.ve often heun conquered andl driveiî back or subduod
firîst the [,Luskçariati ly thme OCît, tbciî the Colt iîy tire Romnan, thenl the
Roin uîized. Britoiî iii turit by the Saxon, then tire Saxon once more by his
stili heatlien brother t lie staiwart Daiic, or bis half-Cbristiaxizcd and
Frencluitied cousin Lt(e Mýor1inî but iii every case the cenquering people
caile, 'vithout eue exception, froin tire continent o? Europe.

silice, tbil, rnost colîqueruing people comne te Bi'itain front tire contin~ent
cf Europe, silice sucli people arc apt iii early stages o? culture te carry
with uLoi, iii thîe rougb, tireir country's gods, andl since rocks capable of
proluiîg the rexw irateriai ef the particular deities 110w in questionx are
betteýr fouiîd on tlin conitinent tirant iii lritain, I thîilik we înay coîteludo
witlî great, probabilitv that tlin builders of Stoîîelîunge caîtu' te wiltshire
froîîî soinewhere soutbli-eastwari 1 especial ly as a broad huit cf lanîd at that
timîe ïti Il ceiînected tie <ippesito shores cf Dover aid Calais, and renicred
the proposais for a Channiel tunnel at onîce prelîlature aiîd practicalIy
uîîiiecessary. f donti deubt that for the Stone Age inen it was a îîîcre
walk-over, and that they carrieti weigbit i n the shape cf the itltar-stone and
tIi,' sinaller piliars.

WViei thpy got to Salisbury Plain, I take it, they calîcti a liait, aîîd
hiegali te set up afresh thec stanîding stenes they lîad carrie<l withi thrent on
tlieir ieîg .jeuriîey. Haigset up tireir fetish stolues iii due <iriler, hîow-
ever, tire pious iînîni"vants deterîîined t add tU te dignity anti "1cry o?
Cîjeir mational temîple by piliîîg up arounid it a circle of the talleât aîxd
bi> gges t Gray Wethers that ail WViltshire could readily produco. Thiese
Giray \Vctlers tlîey drescd roug -hly with their poIislîed flint axes into
rtîdeily quadratigular shape, piled tiîum up by two and two, and tirirn lifted
l'y miainî foroe a7tluird oni tep, 4e as te foran tire fainiliar shapo o? tire exist-
iiui. trilitioîîi,. 1'hus it is th(- sinaller stolues of Stonehîenge thuat ferîn tire

tii o? tlîmt groat prehîstoric tenîple, tue( liuge trilithmons thuat astonish us
stil 1, even iii tiis age of advaîuced engineering, by thueir builk aîîd massive-
nîe.s, have grewlî Up around thec hesser and more sacred oeisks4, îuuchî as
tire îranif-icent citurch o? Our Lady of Loretto lias growiî up about the
C'asa Santa of Nazareth, whîich was rniraculousiy transported tlîreugh the
air front Palestine, like Steuchlienige freont Iroiaud lîy tire arts o? Merlin.

[t is probabîle that the greator part o? tire biggost Sarsciî stciies wcro
eunpioyed at onu tiiî for just such purposes as at Soîieîcdlnîs
craiiilechis, chîamîubered lîarrews, ani se forth-and thus they got te bu
iiîcîtaliy ideîiti iedl by the rrîstic intelligence, tnt, it iii truc, witil Druids
(ftr tire I)ruidical noîîscuse, like Arkite worship, and ail tho rest o? it, is
a plure inuvenîtioni o? tire 'learnied " or pedantic claim34), but with sortie old
forgotteîî hoathiei w)r.siluip. lience they were coîninoîuiy spoken, e? as
Sarsen ston*s ; andt the> train(! was justified lîy the cominîon boeie tlîat tire
architects o? Stonehuenge, iii caî-tiiîg tuec great blocks te tiroir present posi-
tionu, had tuînibled son1ie of clienr aboeut oit the downs. Withiii tUe ieînory
o? mîen stili iiviîug, a fair wva4 hielu at one suehi prehiistoric mnumnent, aîîd
was opened îy soleîiîily peuriîîg a bottin o f port over tire sacred fetish of a

rac leîg ilce assd w.L frinaînng s.Coxîld aîîythiîîg prove more con-
clusively tlie persisteuce e? cuistonr iii an old .4etticd and very înixed popu-
ation 1 Coït andî Roman and Saxon anîd Normran have siîîce corne, and
îîaîy o? thîî'îiî genie again ;but the heathen rites olfered up at tire grave o?
oine dinrly-renilereil Eu.,kariaii chieftin survivcd thîroughi tient ail up

tue ve-y begiîniiig o? thuis cnlightcîîed nineteeîîtb century.-GANTALLEN,
ni tire Jannuar- Lippincott.

ON, tlîu 14th ecîilc Coloniel C. E. Stewart read a paper at a meuct-
fig of tire Rtoyal Geogîapîicai Society cii Il 'te lierat Valley aîîd the
ýersian 11îrder, frein Ilori-rood to Sei.stan." lIî 1881 Colonel Stewart wvas
iiuployecl by tire (3'overuîueiît on special duty on the Per.giaîî border, and
e imade aii urvey o? ti counîtry te the southîward o? Kha?. Last Xay bu
vas with Sir Peter Luîuî-ien on the Afghan Botîndary Commission, iii con-
ection with wlîiehî bu gave soîne iuterestiiîg informîation. The Ilerat
Talley is, iii lus opinionI, tire olîly place in titis part of Central Asia where
large body o? mn coulti be fed, aîîd any ene holding possession o? I-lerat

,ouid have a încst coinîinaîding influence in theaffairs o? Afghanistan and
>ersia. Nothing, hie holds, woujid ensure peace an-d quietness in Central
Lsia se much as cour coîîtinuirig tUre Quotta lineocf railway te flerat, and
hus Uine could eventuaily bo joiued on te tUe Russian linoe. If a string were
tretched over a globe freint Engiand te India, it wouid nearly follow the
ne throughi Russia te Viadikafkas, at the foot e? the Caucasus Mountains,
'here the Russian-Europuan systemn o? railreads at preseut ends, but which
about te be continuel te Petrofsk, on the Caspian Sua, and then would

retty nearhy follow the Russian Transcaspian line, and thence onward
ireugh Hierat te Quotta. The possibility o? running railroads in Central
~sia had heen greathy facilitated by the finding o? almost unlinited
ippiies of fuel in the shape cf petroieurn. A diàcussion foilowed, in
hîch Sir Henry Rawlinsou, Sir Frederick Goldsmith, Mr. Biandford, of
îe Indian Geological Survey, and others took part.
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