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CORRESPONDENCE.

TH. CANADIAN ACADL\1X OF ART.

7To Meic Edtcr yf/i C U\ALSI N Si'iC i OR

SIR,--llIIVing reîtd the article ln y aur late issue containîng strictures upon
tlie scheiae for orgLni7ing our new Academy, 1 have been Striîck by two or
tbrce very decided inaccuracles and onîe misstatemreflt (miay 1 hope ari5ing
from ignorance), svhlch, I féel called upon to correct. Thc isstatement I
allude ta is, that Canadian artit, were thec mo'vers in thec action ivhicli induced
the Gaverniiient duringc the past session ta impose a heavy duty on the
importation of Etiropean artr. In this case I amn in a position to prove that
the very contrary xvas the course taken by tht artists of Ontario, as represented
by aur Society hure. Great exertions werlu msade at that tinie ta bring influence
to bear on fice Government to admit ail works of art of real ment free , and in
the matter of water-colours, I may ad(1 that ls'e have isow a petition before tihe
authorities to gelt He diity reniaved. Voui ix riter ls evidently ilot iveil informed
on the subject in hand,-.-at lcast, that isfi the ost charitable vieîv I cati take
of it. Mr. Jacobi, ta wliom he refers as haviiig retired ta is farm, is ivith. us
in Toranto, and is ta lie onc of flic academicians. fle forms, I believe, only
one example of' several artists forinerly resident in Montreal who have been
driven out of that city hy the supercillion depreciation with which they have
been visited. Millard, whîo ls a memrber of aur Society here, and an annual
exhibitor, proposes to cvork heartily with His Excellency's new seheme. I
may add that ane of tise flrst artists in INlntreal i; îsow only Il hangîng on ilin
the Isope tîsat the nlsev Acadeny nsay do somnetbing ta rensove the îveighit
of prejudice lieretofore resting upon Caîsadian art so, heavily. One paragraph
in flie article il) queIStionl Slightly redeems it, tisougîs, 1 fear, liot intentianally.
It is this hewriter says lie is caîssoled that the mseetinsg of' tie Acaderny
wilI not corne ta Montreal for five years, and that iii that tinie there is good
hope so great an advance viii ]lave been made as to inake it qcuite salis-

factoyy. TIhis is, I think, scarcely ils accordl with the rest. 'lhere are several
other inaccuracies relative ta iiistorical facts svitli regard ta the original fouîsding
of foreign acadernies xvhichi tinie and the feal- of trespassing on your space wvill
nat alloxv me ta notice.

I am, Sir, rcspectlùilly yours, fAa//i,
Secretary Canadian A( ademy of Arts.

ART IN MON rREAi.

l'o the Editor of thle CANADIAN SVErTATOR :

SmR,- lWr. Popham, xvhose distinguishced abilîties miust always command a
respectful deference for lus opinions, and whose Art attainments neyer fail ta
preposscss is readers in favaur af fls critîcisms, bias, in his zeal, becn betrayed
into a rish statenrient. 1-le writes is yonr issue of thic sotli instaist :-.Montreal
"écan boast of' larger and miore valuable private collectionis from among the
/1,si /taiin/e-s inI J5l//-cV>c than that beqnecahed by M\r. Gibb ta the Art Associa-
tion ; titis has bci froî,id ozerý and over- again."

Thie phrasing ai' the senstence i-s rallher ambigtiaus ; but suppasing the
author of it ta inean tiiercby Il tisat there are in Montreai patrons of Art who
passcss ail -paintings lîy first-rate European artists greater in isumber and
superbor in quality ta those liequeatlied by tlie late ]\,r. Benajiali Gibb ta the
Art Association of Mantreal, then f say the statement, as fan as my knowledge
extends, is incredfible ;but if it should, fartunately, be truc, then the fact is
not only daniaging ta flie owners of the pictures, but ta Mn. Popham ta whom
was entrusted for a long time the duty of caliecting tlie inst nienitorious works
of Art for thec anual exhiîbition i eld under thec auspices of the Art Association.
The owncrs of these very valtuable ail-paintings may praîîerly be accused of
selfishncss in xitholding the productions of thefirsi (il e., the best) painters in
Europe froin aur exhibitions;, and Mn. Popham may be clîarged with dereliction
of his duty for iiot olitaining thc Iîest paintings iii Mantreal for flic exhibition
at the IlWindsor" in i878, vhec Ilus Excellency, thc Rt. liais. Earl Duffenin,
ivas specially solicited ta be prescrnt or Mr. Poplîar may be chargcd with a
want of appreciatian af the works of thefirst painters in Europe.

'[here are very fesv Etîropean painters, if any, xvho have made tlîeir mark
(R. A.) in the Britisît Sehool of Art, that have been bonaured lsy liaving their
works publicly exisibited in Montreal. 1 have neyer seeni amang tlie collections
of aur picture bnyers, who "alîpreciate art of a lugit eliaracter," works by
such men as ('alcott, Collins, Canstable, Crcswick, Roberts, and Staifeld Senr.;
or Cooper, Jandseer, and Ward ;or (ioaihall, I.eslie, Maclise, Mulready,
Newton,, Uwins and Wilkie; or Armitage, Cape, ]E'astiake, Frost, Hiilton, and
Iiorsley ; ail of whom have uscd Il brains svith thair colours."

I would nat have challeîsged any statement made by Mr. IPophaîn in bis
recent article "A Canadian Academy of Arts," had lie nat becîs a member of
the Council of the Art Association of Montreal, as in tliat capacity, bis words
will, naturally, bce snppased authorîtative-not in tise least degrce exaggerated-
were it flot that straîsgers ta the condition of Art iii Montreal ny be led ta
imaginie tlîat many of aur linivate collectors liassess oîl-paintmngs rivaliug those
bequeathed ta the Nation lîy Messrs. Vernon and Sheepshanks.

Mr. Popham says : "AIl undeserved fame is but sarcasm in disguise."
Considering that necither tise prescrit nor the past Councillors of tlie Art

Association of Mxontreal. have beexi tise possessors of collections of ail paint-
ings by the best riainters iii Europe, Mr. Poajna is perhaps, unwittingly,
sareastic ta lus canfreres. No connaisseur can canscientioîisly say tbat
Montreal cals ioast of largcr and mare valuiable collections« of pictures
than the onc lîeqîiealhed lîy tlie hue Mr. Jlenaiab Gibb, whose nîeîory and
generosity is ta lie commiieîionaýttcd lîy a brass pilate, as Soon as tue citizens wili
subscribe a sufficient ainiount tri do'fray the castilsg and eîsgraving thereof.
Some mni, lil: an brut .is 1. W. G.. nia .- 'nî satiî ically and sarcastically
upjofl tHi - (c IlIl c !J. 'e ofiici c the 'Irtbeliefactol- af the Art
Associaition," 1 sitiijuly rugiu Ci. îîuv Ido 1 f/ts. D-. King.
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FAILURES IN 1879.

'The figcîcesi presented iry tire "cMercantile Agecy afford a conclusive Proof as to* the
healthy condition of business. According t0 thre statjtics presented in tire Atnual Ci, cular,
il, aycpears that thc mec cantile fallites, in tire States for 1879 w'cbe 6,658 inl ncîmber, corn-

pared wxith io,'1F in 1878, a dccucase Of 3,8;70. Boit il is in ihe ansotint of the liabilities
that tire cIccccase jo ino.,t înaîl<d. In 1878 tire nclebtedness w a' two hutndred andi thiuty-
foui millions, of dollars, sîhile in 1879 thi liabilities wecc only ninety-cight millions. Tire

following table givc.s tire failcireco ansd liabilitics sitice 1872 : --
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RAILWAY TRAFFIC RECEIPTS.


