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more sicesAui th:ui the 0;lier, hu iveil kewv
thlit I nleyer satfered the idiest, Ilrent to

w'ltlt tif ilili le ; and f lic fear ol' beilig
I:îîîgted a',, b'sîides bet r;yitir thaZI t wiIî,i liu
n2'J- î"'shed ta colitral, conouerd'e~, and lie
yiel- i.l, thioughi ru'llictaiiy, lii2 conse~nt.
1 eveîî e .'uIted <Vi. ver y trnu nrph, thoigli I
havc ofie:î since wishcIil niy lips lîad been

stîîkdunmb ht'fbre 1 bl uih'î'Cd tîo'e voî'ds
tii .t seaiî'd the afier lîite of Lwo pure bviiigs.
Bat~ iII iy ruîgîlsîî'sIîislicd lft'«d-
lw.sly on iii whiIteve 1i I tlieritoolk, îa'is
or the conSeriqieices. My wild, re'elcýs spirit
had1 never been tatned.

IMn.1ing ili.tt there wlîs but one alternative,
.tili i at, io subrniit clicerfuIIy to iiiy w'liiitii Le±
suffeî'ed limnselt' ta bc aîrrayed as mv fancy
su1r-estect, %vith god gî'acei and eveti lau-li-
cd (1uite lîeartdvy as 1 aîddod garmient afier
garaient, iu order ta niake Itini look as
fri g-ltiul as pos.iible ; yet, artex' ail, I coulcI
2ec tîtat lus îflhîîiI %'as ill. at case, and(l hai
contlenvied myseit' for being the cause ai' bis
tinhlîppiîîess.

Miten at lengili aîlp %vas ar'îangcd to mny
satidftctioti, I placed the hoi'rid nmask aveu'
his lace and Ieti hini to the îniuror. IHle
started hack ind iuwoltintaî'ily pla-ed lus
hand ta bis hcad, as if' ta take it away, but
my interf'erence preventel. - H-e even
pluaded that the penalty 1 had tbreatened
ta inflict in case he refîtse. ta go iiglîtt be
spared him. But I was inexorable ; 1 *was
anxious to sec the resmit, and the delay
caused by his uowilingnesi vexed me.

A renial of îny tl~e of exspostire suc-
ceeded ini removiuig ail obstacles, and we
iunniediately set about aur advent'u'e. Cau-
tiotisly as tbîives we ecîpt thraugli the yard,
andl eaccli toak his station, Robe.rt nt the
donm', a-id 1 at. tlie 'viîidao nenreet hlm5,

Tite curtain wvas partly du'awn aside, sa
f lut I could easily distiuîguish every abject
ln tho raam. Au, 1 had antieipate(l Site wvas
atonte. Tite domtesti liait retired, and I
k:îew liwr «Id fathieî' too well to belière that
bu, wci &tnya'here but in the ar'nii of Saom4
nus; for 'le was ane of thiose sensible per-
sC>fl WioSC iaiu is, 1 "E tuly ta bcd and
Caiuly to rise."

J.ilia-aad 1 snh.-i nover forget howi love.
Iy she î%as-sat buside a smi.ll. -table lin the
ce.nîru of' the j-Qz)n, appaî'ently deeply ab-
sorbed in. it hok, arase and approacbed the

daor. .As Sho opeaed it, the xnaskz sepped
bolly in, according to my directions. IIow
situil 1I describe the Eceneé that. followed ?-
Even naîv 1 slitîdder ta think of it. In-
stantly ail carthly lhue had fled fr;m her
flice, and ivithi a picî'cing shriek site stagger-
cil back a l'ew paces auJ feul beavily to the
fluai'. Qtieke-r tîtat liglîtniug, 1 sprang
titrotiglu <lie daoo'way and kriet nt ber side.
I grasped lier Wvrist ; its pulsation baid ceas-
cd! I placcd ny. Iîand -upon tlic leart;
that waï also stili ! Site "'ats dead 1

I Can recai but little eIsc that taok place
titat nighit. Tite domnesties w~ho slepit in an
-illjoiniiuî roon, iiad been awakened by tdea
terrible shî'iek5 and carne ru1s.1llinl ta leaî'n
ilie c.2iise afi' e upî'oari 1 could anly paint
fa the liféless forni ai puai' Julia, and at the
nuaik wlieiî Rober't lied tari fi-rnt ls face
and daslied at. tua door. He stood gaziug
at mue with at.cold, vacant stare, tîtat I but
faa %vell understood. Mare I cannat remem-
ber.

Te» da3's passed, and I woke from a. rav-
ing delirium. Mly first înquiry is for Ra-
bei't. Thîey led him ta my bedsîde; but
ah, wvhat a clhange! I siretched aut my
clazped bands, la an agany of' grief and re-
mor'se, ta implore his H'riens.le nei-
ther niaved nar spoke ; but the same un-
meaning stare drove home go ry heau't the
feai'f'ul c'anviction. Aies! lie %vas a hope.
lesî idiat.

Ftt'teen years have elipsed since that
never-to-be f'orgotten era in my lifle. 1 never
have, I nevet' cau, foî'give mystif for liavitîg
been the eause of sa much miWer , thîaugh
1 hiave sougbt and hoped fo~r forgivness
t'ram an iîigh.' I never uen laok tîpan a
MIsk, witluout a shadder, or lîear its. use de-
notnced uvithout atlluding ta ffiy expeiece
And you, my yaungkt frienuis, when. yau are
teînpted ta play' ticks upoin others, I amn
sure you ivili stop ta cansider th* wvhat Seemâ
sa innocent and hai'mtess, may, perhaps, in
the end pi'ave a "fatal joke."

Wben a gentlemanonce remarked ln
company lîow very -liberàliy those persans
tîîlk of what their neigilrbors should give
&tway, whio- are leasst taL *ta give any fthing
themnselve, Sydnèy'.Srith replied: IlYes!
no sooner.daes. A. fall into' difficultitos titan
B. bemins te-mosidér what, -C4 ouglit ta do
fobrhlm."
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